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Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on THURSDAY 19th MAY 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.









 PRESENT

OUTGOING CHAIRMAN:
COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Paula Blackburn

Michael Edwards

John Harrison



Gill Tully


Ron Mckay


Kay Ryder
11/7
Election of Chairman
Councillor Michael Edwards was nominated as Chairman of the Parish Council.

RESOLVED that Councillor Michael Edwards be elected as Chairman of Heybridge Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year.

IN THE CHAIR – COUNCILLOR MICHAEL EDWARDS
11/8
Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office


Councillor Michael Edwards made the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman.
11/9
Election of Vice Chairman

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr was nominated as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.

RESOLVED that Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr be appointed Vice Chairman of Heybridge Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year.
11/10
Member’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Members completed their Declaration of Acceptance of Office prior to the meeting commencing.
11/11
Code of Conduct

The Code of Conduct is being abolished during 2011, clarification is awaited from the Essex Association of Local Councils as to what will replace it.  

RESOLVED that all members of the Parish Council agree to abide by the Code of Conduct until an alternative is presented to the Parish Council.

11/12
Apologies for absence

None.

11/13
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th April 2011 were received.  

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th April 2011 be approved and confirmed.

11/14
Register of Interests


Members completed the Register of Interests and handed them to the Clerk.

11/15
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests
None.

11/16
Co-option



Ms Gill Tully and Mr Colin Dykes expressed an interest in joining the Parish Council.  Members noted that both residents had served on the Parish Council up until the election.  

The Chairman welcomed Cllr. Paula Blackburn to the Parish Council.


RESOLVED that

(i) Ms Gill Tully be co-opted onto the Parish Council, the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was completed and passed to the Clerk;

(ii) Mr Colin Dykes be co-opted onto the Parish Council, the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was completed and passed to the Clerk;

(iii) both new members agreed to abide by the Code of Conduct.
11/17
Progress report from the Clerk

10/375 - The finance contractor advised that she had run out of Parish Council stamps and used one from her emergency supply, she confirmed that she will not do it in the future.
11/18
Public Participation session
A member of the public made a complaint regarding a member of the Parish Council, she had written to the Parish Council detailing the complaint.  The Clerk advised that the complaint would be considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting on 23rd June 2011.
11/19
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report


Reports had been presented at the Annual Parish meeting which had been held earlier in the evening.

11/20
Property Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 28th April 2011 were received.
Following on from minute 10/375, the committee recommended that the Parish Council approve the current ground maintenance contractors 5% increase and request that all members monitor the work carried out in their local area.

A report relating to out of hours rates for Plantation Hall was received.  The committee recommended that the Parish Council approve the charges proposed.

A report was received from the Assistant Clerk requesting an additional smoke alarm and fire risk assessment for Plantation Hall.

Councillor Michael Edwards had submitted a report regarding the use of a container to solve the storage problems at Plantation Hall.  Members felt that it may be more productive to look for an alternative short term storage solution and also investigate the medium term solution to extend Plantation Hall.
RESOLVED that 

(i) the increase of 5% on the grounds maintenance contract be approved;

(ii) all members monitor their local areas to ensure that the grounds maintenance contract in being carried out;

(iii) the out of hours rates recommended by the Property Management Committee be approved;

(iv) the request of an additional smoke alarm and fire risk assessment be approved;

(v)  the Parish Council consider additional storage facilities at the next meeting of the Parish Council (Councillor Paula Blackburn declared a personal interest in this item).
11/21
Appointment of committees and leading Councillors
As the Parish Council does not have full membership, a proposal had been received from Councillors Michael Edwards and Prof. Lew Schnurr regarding the Parish Council committee structure.  The proposal included the closure of the Property Management Committee and the re-structure of working groups in that they are replaced with leading Councillors for specific areas who will then report back to the Parish Council for a decision.
The formation of a Planning Committee was considered to ensure that planning applications are considered within the timescale set.  Members considered the membership to the budget committee.  No changes were proposed for the Personnel committees other than membership thereto.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the Property Management Committee be closed with immediate effect;

(ii) the Terms of Reference for a Planning Committee be approved and a Planning Committee created;

(iii) meetings of the Planning Committee will take place on the previously scheduled Property Management Committee meeting dates;

(iv) Councillors Gill Tully, Colin Dykes, Kay Ryder and Paula Blackburn be appointed onto the Planning Committee;

(v) Councillor Ron Mckay be appointed onto the personnel committee with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and the Clerk;

(vi) The membership to the Budget Committee be amended to the Responsible Financial Officer, the Clerk, the Internal Auditor, the Chairman of the Parish Council, the Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and one other;

(vii) Councillor Kay Ryder be appointed onto the budget committee;

(viii) Councillor  Michael Edwards be the leading Councillor for property matters;

(ix) Councillor Colin Dykes be the leading Councillor for events;

(x) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be the leading Councillor for remembrance day;

(xi) Councillor Gill Tully be the leading Councillor for the Heybridge Herald;

(xii) Councillor Michael Edwards be the leading Councillor for Risk Management;

(xiii) The Heybridge Youth working group be disbanded;

(xiv) Councillor Kay Ryder be the leading Councillor for footpath signage;

(xv) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be the leading Councillor for Daisy Meadow car park.

11/22
Appointments and representation on outside bodies

RESOLVED that the following members be Parish Council representatives on the following bodies
(i) Parish Passenger Transport Representatives Meeting – Councillor Prof L E Schnurr.
(ii) Elms Farm Park Friends Group – Councillor Kay Ryder.
(iii) Health Matters – Councillor Prof L E Schnurr.
(iv) Essex Association of Local Councils – members felt that a representative was not needed on the body and decided not to appoint a member.
11/23
Appointments of wardens and officers
RESOLVED that 

(i) Mrs Norma Haywood be appointed as the public rights of way liaison officer;

(ii) Councillor Kay Ryder be appointed as the tree warden;

(iii) Ms Laurie Wiebe be appointed as the parish emergency co-ordinator.

11/24
Parish Council Policies

With the publication of the new standing orders in 2010, the Clerk proposed that a working party be created to review the new standing orders and then present recommendations to the Parish Council at a later date.

RESOLVED that Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr review the new standing orders against the current Parish Council standing orders to see if any changes were needed.

Councillor Paula Blackburn left the meeting, 9.17pm

11/25
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
(i)
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/1100326
Proposal:
Single storey rear extension and side window, removal of existing roof
Location:
10 Wood Road, Heybridge

Support
Councillor Paula Blackburn returned to the meeting, 9.20pm
(ii)
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00386
Proposal:
Extend time limit for implementation on approved application FUL/MAL/08/00401 for two detached houses with garages

Location:
Adjacent To 10 Fir Tree Walk, Heybridge

No comment (Councillors Paula Balckburn and Ron Mckay declared a personal interest in this item).
(iii)
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00186
Proposal:
Change of use from garage to dog spa

Location:
Holloway House, 25 Holloway Road, Heybridge

No comment
(iv)
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00279
Proposal:
Rear conservatory

Location:
3 The Orchard, Heybridge

Support
Councillor Paula Blackburn left the meeting, 9.30pm

(v)
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00407
Proposal:
Construct 2 new dwellings, review of existing drive/footpath to Lofts Farm and new access

Location:
Land South of Purleigh Cottage, Broad Street Green Road, Great Totham

No comment
(vi)
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00408
Proposal:
Construct 2 cottages, revision to existing drive arrangements and new access to Lofts Farm

Location:
Land north west of Lofts Farm, Broad Street Green Road, Great Totham

No comment
(vii)
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00316
Proposal:
Erection of demountable building

Location:
St Georges Church, Basin Road

Support
(viii)
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00351
Proposal:
First Floor rear extension

Location:
42 Hunt Avenue, Heybridge
Support
(b) Report from the Tree Warden
Nothing to report.
(c) Public Rights of Way Officer
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
(d) Notice boards
Members discussed who should be responsible for posting notices on the Parish Council notice boards.

RESOLVED that Councillor John Harrison be responsible for displaying notices on all the notice boards, to be reviewed after six months.
11/26
Financial Matters
(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	Heybridge Youth Club
	£3,000.00
	Donation for 2010/11 and 2011/12
	1372

	K Holland
	£45.00
	Mileage cost for month of May 2011
	4601

	Mrs C Walker
	£39.00
	Reimbursement of cost of Venetian Blind
	4501

	Cash
	£39.84
	Petty cash top up re postage costs - J M Martin
	4601

	Cash
	£48.66
	Petty cash top up for Assistant Clerk
	4601

	Isabelle Kuta
	£106.00
	Donation
	1371

	Mrs J Doubtfire

	£100.00

	Donation (prev cheque returned incorrect payee)
	1371


	Gopak Ltd
	£351.69
	Cost of 5 tables
	4501

	Stephensons of Essex Ltd
	£440.00
	Bus Service for month of April 2011
	1375

	Essex & Suffolk Water
	£177.66
	Half Yearly water bill re Plantation Hall
	2201

	Konica Minolta
	£62.39
	Photocopy cost
	4601

	K Locke
	£345.49
	Grounds Maintenance for March & April 2011
	3001

	D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Window Cleaning at Plantation Hall
	2401

	Maldon District Council

	£520.00

	Daisy Meadow Car Park Rates for month May 2011
	3201


	Maldon District Council
	£351.00
	Plantation Hall Rates for month May 2011
	2201

	British Gas
	£122.00
	Gas monthly direct debit
	2201

	E on
	£81.13
	St Lighting monthly direct debit
	3601


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Final Statement of Accounts 2010/11
The final Income and Expenditure Account including balance sheet and supporting papers for 2010/11 had previously been circulated.

Councillor Kay Ryder advised members that the restrictions on park rangers may be lifted, however the rangers had been given additional duties.



RESOLVED that the final statement of accounts for 2010/11 approved and adopted.
(c)  
Insurance

Members received the insurance renewal premium of £3406.38.
RESOLVED that the insurance premium for 2011/12 be approved.

(d) Audit of Accounts for 2010/11 - Section 1
The Parish Council considered Section 1 (Statement of Accounts) as part of the Annual Return required by the External Auditor.

RESOLVED that Section 1 of the Annual Return be signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
(e) 
Audit of Accounts for 2010/11 – Section 2
The Parish Council considered Section 2 of the Annual Return required by the External Auditor.

RESOLVED that Section 2 of the Annual Return (except no. 9 as not applicable) be answered as affirmative.
(f)  
Request for funding

Members received a funding request from the Darby and Joan Club.  It was noted that, due to an oversight, the club had not been paying for the use of the kitchen.
RESOLVED that 
(i) the club be charged for the use of the kitchen at £12.00 per week;
(ii) the Parish Council make a donation of £750.00 to the club.

11/27
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a) 
Working Groups


Events Working Group
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received.  Members were asked to arrange for someone to run the Parish Council stall at the fete.  Councillor Ron Mckay advised that he may be available and that Councillor Paula Blackburn may also be available.  Ms L. Wiebe advised that there would be invoices for payment at the next Parish Council meeting.

Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group
Nothing to report.
Heybridge Herald Working Group 

Nothing to report.

Heybridge Village Sign Working Group
The sign is due to be shown at the summer fete for feedback.

Heybridge Youth Project Working Group 
The group have moved to the main hall and are very happy with the arrangement.
Risk Management Working Group
Nothing to report.

Remembrance Sunday

Nothing to report

Daisy Meadow car park

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that the double yellow lines in the access road had been removed when the repairs had taken place during 2010 and requested permission to look into and arrange for the double yellow lines to be re-instated.
RESOLVED that Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr look into and arrange for the double yellow lines to be re-instated.

(b) Outside meetings/training events


Parish Passenger Transport Representatives Meeting (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
A meeting had been held on 12th April 2011 where the disposition of bus rates on Dengie and Althorne had been discussed.
Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
The annual general meeting was due to be held the following week.

Health Matters (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)

The Hospital Strategy Group had postponed two meetings due to a Government pause in NHS arrangements.  Following on from minute 10/286 (b) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr requested that a letter be sent to Longfields Surgery requesting clarification as to why changes have not yet been implemented.

RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Longfields Surgery requesting clarification as to why changes have not yet been implemented.

(c)  
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 12th April to 9th May was noted.
11/28
EALC Notifications

It was noted that there was to be a Councillor Training Day course held on 16th June 2011.  Councillor Ron Mckay offered to contact Councillor Paula Blackburn to see if she would be interested in attending the course.
11/29
Future meetings

The first meeting of the Planning Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 9th June 2011 at 7.30pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 23rd June 2011 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.15pm.

Chairman

23 June 2011
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