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PARISH OF HEYBRIDGE – ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

23 APRIL 2009

Report by Councillor Anne Beale

Chairman of the Parish Council

1.
Overview

1.1
I was elected Chairman of the Parish Council to succeed William Bownes who resigned as Chairman and a Parish Councillor last December.  His contribution to the work of the Parish Council has been acknowledged.

1.2
The Parish Council has a variety of roles.  It has direct responsibility for various land and property within Heybridge.  The Parish Council continues to be consulted on a wide variety of topics, and the opportunity is taken to express views and exert influence, particularly where the interests of Heybridge and Heybridge residents are affected.  Support will be give for infrastructure improvements wherever these can be secured.  

1.3
Over the past year, the Parish Council has been strengthened with the co-option of Laurie-Ellen Wiebe, Gillian Tully and Ron McKay as Parish Councillors.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr was appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council and remains Chairman of the Property Management Committee.  The Parish Council still has three vacant seats.

1.4
Kay Ryder has continued in the role of Parish Tree Warden, and Norma Hayward (not a Councillor) remains our Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer.  

1.5
Alan Cheshire, Bryan Harker, Miriam Lewis and myself are the District Councillors for Heybridge.  Rodney Bass is our County Councillor.

2.
Planning Highways and Environment Matters

2.1
The Parish Council is notified of all planning applications affecting Heybridge.  Careful consideration is given to the comments to be submitted to the District Council.  Notices are displayed on the notice boards at Bentalls Centre and Plantation Hall, and on the Parish Council’s website, of the applications to be considered by the Parish Council or its Property Management Committee, and applications are available for inspection 30 minutes prior to Parish Council meetings.

2.2
A key site the subject of redevelopment proposals remains Lock Hill, Heybridge Basin.  A recent community engagement process as to the principles of a possible further proposal was held, and the developer’s next steps are awaited.  Another key site is the former URC Chapel premises at The Basin.  A planning application for the change of use to a restaurant attracted considerable public attention and was refused by the District Council.  The outcome of the resultant planning appeal is awaited.  Another key potential site for development may well be the former timber yard at Heybridge Basin.

2.3
The Parish Council continues to liaise regularly with the County Council on local highway matters.  The long awaited footpath link from Langford Road to Heybridge Approach has now been completed.  The existing speed limit on Heybridge Approach is due to be reduced from 60mph to 50mph, a move that is consistent with the County Council’s revised speed management policy.  The Parish Council has supported a proposal for a weight limit along Holloway Road and notes that the County Council is currently implementing revised directional signing in the locality, with particular reference to heavy vehicles.  Vehicle activated speed signs are due to be provided soon at Colchester Road and Goldhanger Road.

3.
Finance

3.1
With normal expenditure for 2008/9 having been largely on track, the overall outturn is set to be well within budget, even taking into account known commitments including the Elizabeth Way play equipment project.  As this was evident on budget review in January, a conscious decision was made to increase the allocation for projects in the 2009/10 budget which includes provision for the proposed youth shelter.  Income from lettings of Plantation Hall has again exceeded budget.  The planned budget deficit for 2008/9 may therefore not materialise, thus resulting in a higher carry forward figure into balances.  Planned expenditure for 2009/10 is increased to £138,100, and alongside provision for the youth shelter, allocations are included for a village sign (probably in Heybridge Basin), and for preparatory work in relation to suitable land, if found, for allotments.

3.2 The precept for 2009/10, which is the element of Council Tax covering the Parish Council’s budget requirement, has been kept at £95,000.  The Parish Council continues to work in line with its previously agreed budget strategy.  In essence, it is considered both reasonable and prudent for the Parish Council in seeking to absorb a budget deficit to strike a balance between the impact this has on both the precept and the working balances.  With the precept remaining the same, the deficit will impact wholly on the working balances which should by the end of 2009/10 be reduced to a level of no greater than half the precept.

4.
Direct Responsibilities

4.1
The Plantation Hall and King George V Playing Field, Daisy Meadow Car Park at Heybridge Basin, various amenity and grassed areas, street and amenity lighting are key components of the Parish Council’s property management function.  Responsibility for this function has been delegated to the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council.  

4.2
Folliowing completion of The Claydon Room project last year, it is pleasing to report that the Plantation Hall facilities continue to prove to be a popular venue with a high level of use.  Hire charges remain most competitive.  

4.3
The Parish Council is in the process of improving facilities at the Elizabeth Way Play Area.  A contract has been awarded for the provision of a play equipment area, aimed at the under 5’s, and consideration is being given to the provision of a raised footpath/boardwalk linking the footpath connection at the lower end, which is often very wet, with the more usable higher part of the site.  This project will utilise planning obligation funds held by the District Council.

4.4
Although budget provision had been made for 2008/9 for the provision of a youth shelter the Parish Council has yet to reach a final decision on this.  Its earlier conclusion that King George V Playing Field might be the preferred location has still to be the subject of further publicity and consultation.  The principle of the proposal is supported by the local police, and there have also been expressions of support from groups of local youngsters.  The Parish Council is mindful of the need to provide opportunities and facilities for youngsters to enjoy and will look to contribute where it can.

4.5
The Parish Council has continued to investigate the possibility of suitable and available land for the provision of allotments/garden plots, and is currently looking at a site under the control of Moat Housing as well as a site under its own control at Rowan Drive.  Both sites have significant constraints, and considerable expenditure will be required to bring the land into a usable condition.

4.6
Amongst the various items of work undertaken during the year were repairs and maintenance to the drainage system at Daisy Meadow Car Park, and arrangements are under way to bring the stock of amenity street lighting up to a good condition and for its future maintenance.

5.
The Parish Council in the Community

5.1
It is a key role of local government at whatever level to provide an element of community leadership.  In order to play that part, the Parish Council needs to be brought up to strength with local people who have the skills, knowledge and experience to make a telling contribution.  The Parish Council will continue to seek to exert influence in relation to things that affect Heybridge and its residents.  Engagement with the community is vital, with the Parish Council working closely with the County and District Council whenever the opportunity arises.  

5.2
Although there are many good things provided and happening in the local community, the Parish Council is mindful that there is significant anti-social behaviour prevalent in parts of Heybridge.  The Parish Council supports the work of the police in trying to eradicate this problem and encourages local residents to have confidence in the ability to be able to report incidents of crime and disorder to the police.  Members of the public are encouraged to attend and participate in Neighbourhood Action Panel meetings where issues of this nature are regularly discussed, and local priorities for action identified.

5.3
The Parish Council’s website is updated regularly and offers a range of information about the Parish Council and things affecting Heybridge.  Parish Council agendas, Minutes and meeting reports are now included, which is a significant development. A further edition of the Heybridge Herald is due soon.

5.4
The continued support and work of the Parish Council’s staff is valued and crucial to the Parish Council’s work and achievements.

5.5
Thanks are also due to our County and District Councillors for their hard work in also looking after the interests of Heybridge in their respective roles, and also to our Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer.

5.6
Finally, as always, a reminder that meetings of the Parish Council are open to members of the public, and there is the opportunity for the public to participate and ask questions.  The Parish Council is always keen to promote a greater public awareness of its work.  With a strengthening of its membership and engagement with the community there is a good chance that this can happen. 
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