PARISH OF HEYBRIDGE

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for the 
PARISH OF HEYBRIDGE
held on THURSDAY 17 APRIL 2008 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT
CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR W A BOWNES 

(Chairman of the Parish Council)

Mr S P Jennings (Clerk)

Parish Councillors Mrs A M Beale, J W Harrison, Mrs V G Miller, Kay Ryder and 

Prof L E Schnurr

District Councillor B E Harker

PC Stratton and PCO Bishop

21 members of the public

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor M R Edwards and District Councillors A R Cheshire and Mrs M R Lewis.

2.
PRESENTATION – HEYBRIDGE PRE-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

The meeting received a presentation from Kath Joslin of the Heybridge Pre-School Association, who was assisted by Jane O’Hara (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) and Diane Hackett (Trustee).

The presentation described the nature of the organisation, how it operated, its facilities and the clear demand it was attempting to meet.  The representatives spoke of their goals for the future, and in the longer term the existing classroom located at the Heybridge Primary School site would have to be replaced.  The Association required feedback on what was needed locally, information on possible additional and available funding, support for its fundraising events, and also support for its efforts to work in partnership with other local agencies.  It was likely that a requests would be made for grants to assist small maintenance items and equipping.

3.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 26 April 2007 were received and agreed as a correct record.  

4.
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL


Copies of the Chairman’s Annual Report on the work of the Parish Council over the past year were circulated at the meeting together with a summary of the Income and Expenditure Account for 2007/8 for information.

By way of update, the Chairman drew attention to the fact that a planning application had now been submitted for the change of use of the former URC Chapel building at Heybridge Basin, and that this was to be considered by the Parish Council in the meeting to follow.  There would be an update report and discussion on the proposed youth shelter project later in this meeting.

The meeting accepted the report and noted the financial statement.

5.
REPORTS OF COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

A report from District Councillor B E Harker was tabled. Councillor Harker added that Councillor A R Cheshire was standing down as Leader of the District Council and on his behalf reported that a medical centre for Heybridge had now been identified by the Primary Care Trust as a high priority, and that on flooding Anglian Water was due to start work on the chunker beneath the Canal in the spring.

Councillor Harker also mentioned that with regard to Village Design Statements/Parish Plans, the Rural Community Council for Essex was no longer funding assistance on these.  Where such documents were not produced under the Local Development Framework they would have limited weight in future planning considerations.  With regard to Lock Hill, he understood that a fresh application was due to be submitted any day, design and density being the only issues to address.

Arising from the report a comment was made that on flooding a close watch required to be kept regarding Heybridge Hall Ditch , the meeting being informed that the Ditch was subsiding near Hall Cottages, Hall Road.

6.
REPORTS FROM POLICE AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES

A verbal Neighbourhood Policing report was given by PC Stratton and PCSO Sofia Bishop. 

Reference was made to reporting procedures and incidents of youth nuisance/criminal damage, in particular at Hunt Avenue, Towers Road and around Plantation Hall area.  A letter from Mr D Knights of Towers Road had been handed to the Parish Council.  

The view was expressed that it was hoped that the various issues raised would be fully explored by the Neighbourhood Action Panel, and that local residents would support these meetings.

A report from Norma Hayward, Parish Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer, was tabled at the meeting and noted.  It was suggested that a future project could be the establishment of a footpath link from Goldhanger Road to the Canal which in turn would link to the Chalet Site development.

7.
PROPOSED YOUTH SHELTER

The meeting received an update on this project, a report by Councillors M R Edwards and J W Harrison having been circulated.

Discussion ensued on the merits of the proposal and reference was made to recent letters to the local newspaper.  Concerns were expressed that to put a shelter at the apparent favoured location of King George V Playing Field might exacerbate problems of anti-social behaviour in the locality and add further detriment to the quality of life of local residents in the vicinity.  It was suggested that the Parish Council should consider opening up Plantation Hall for youth activities.  

The meeting was informed that although the playing field location was not definite, no other viable alternative had come forward.  Regarding the use of Plantation Hall, the Parish Council had on a number of occasions in the past tried to support the establishment of a youth club.  The Police view was that a shelter needed to be seen and safe.  The possibility of and options for a youth club and youth activities should come from within the community and be explored.

8.
OTHER BUSINESS

The view was expressed that the Parish Council was doing a disservice to the public by not publicising its affairs, including its Minutes, and to issue press reports.  In the absence of this it was difficult for the public to engage with the Parish Council.  The Chairman said that this would be taken on board and discussed at a future meeting of the Parish Council.


There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 

9.17 p.m.
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