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Minutes of the meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 14th APRIL 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.









 PRESENT

CHAIRMAN:
COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Anne Beale

Colin Dykes

Michael Edwards





John Harrison
Veronica Miller
Gill Tully


Laurie Wiebe
10/366
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillors Ron Mckay and Kay Ryder.


RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.

10/367
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman thanked Councillors Veronica Miller and Laurie Wiebe who would not be standing for a further term, for their service to the community and hard work.

10/368
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th March 2011 were received.  

RESOLVED that pending the amendment to minute 10/354(a) regarding the reimbursement to Cllr. L. Wiebe, the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th March 2011 be approved and confirmed;

10/369
Returning Officers Report
The candidates duly elected as Councillors for the Parish without contest were:

Michael Edwards

Clive Gifford



John Harrison

Ron McKay


Paula Muir



Kay Ryder


Lew Schnurr
All newly elected Councillors, including re-elected Councillors, to make the statutory declaration of acceptance of office at the next Parish Council Meeting, prior to the meeting commencing.
10/370
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests


None.
10/371
Progress report from the Clerk
10/349(d) - Maldon District Council had forwarded the evidence form to the residents of Holloway Road regarding the flood protection grant.  These will then be submitted to Essex County Council for consideration.

10/349(e) - The head teacher of Heybridge Primary School had contacted the Clerk to advise that she would contact the Parish Council for a donation once the children had decided on a memorial.

10/372
Public Participation Session

None present.
10/373
Presentation from Jan Hawkins from the Village Agents scheme


The village agents work out of the Rural Community Council of Essex (RCCE) offices in Feering and were funded by Essex County Council.  The agents help the older and less able members of society to stay in their own homes.  The scheme had completed an 18 month pilot and funding had been secured for a further year.  There were six village agents serving Braintree, three serving Heybridge and Maldon and three serving Chelmsford.


Members received information regarding the Dengie Dart community transport bus service run by Arrows and Essex County Council which ran to Broomfield Hospital.  Fares ranged from £4.00 to £15.00, concessionary bus passes were accepted.


The agents were currently raising awareness of the digital switchover and were trying to reach the 5% of the population who had not received information regarding the switchover.
10/374
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report


Apologies and a report was received from District Councillor Brian Harker.  Apologies were also received from District Councillor Miriam Lewis.

10/375
Property Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 31st March 2011 were received.

The committee were in the process of reviewing the maintenance contracts and advised the Parish Council that the fees for the grounds maintenance contract had increased by 5%.  A quotation had been sought for the contract and the competitors fees were only £300.00 less.  The Committee recommended that the Parish Council approve the current contractors 5% increase and request that all members monitor the work carried out in their local area, Councillor Michael Edwards would present a schedule of works for each member to monitor.
An enquiry had been received from Maldon District Council requesting conservation work for students in year 12 at The Plume School to carry out.  The Assistant Clerk had identified some potential work on Parish Council owned land such as clearing shrubs and cutting back hedges.  Members stipulated that the work programme and liability would be the responsibility of Maldon District Council.

One of the regular hirers had to pay extra postage for an invoice from the Parish Council as the stamp on the envelope had already been used.  There had been problems in the past with insufficient postage on items sent to members.  The Clerk advised that the insufficient postage on the items sent to members had been an error at the post office as the “Post and Go” service has been used.  It was noted that items posted 1st class, on a Saturday were not being received until Wednesday or Thursday of the following week.

Members considered hiring a franking machine but were advised that this would cost a minimum of £300.00 to hire plus postage.
The Parish Councils gardening contractor had increased his prices from £10.00 per hour to £10.50 per hour.

The Oars and Paws dog show was to be held at Daisy Meadow car park on 25th June 2011.  The organisers had asked the Parish Council to donate towards the hire of the portable toilets.  Members discussed the request but felt that it was not appropriate, however it was noted that members were in support of the function.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that he is usually responsible for the trophy for the event and requested approval to proceed.
A report was received from the Assistant Clerk requesting five new tables for the main hall as it had been identified that there were not sufficient tables in the event of a large function.
RESOLVED that 

(i) the review of the grounds maintenance contract be deferred to the Parish Council meeting on 19th May 2011;
(ii) year 12 students of The Plume School be authorised to carry out conservation work on Parish Council property, the programme of works and liability to be the sole responsibility of Maldon District Council;

(iii) the Clerk notify the finance officer of the complaint from the hirer and request that she checks all postal items bear the correct postage;

(iv) the Clerk submit an official complaint to Royal Mail regarding the issue with the “Post and Go” service and the delay in receiving post.

(v) the Parish Council ratify the increase from £10.00 per hour to £10.50 per hour for the gardening contractor;
(vi) the Parish Council make a donation of £100.00 to the Oars and Paws dog show in support of the function;

(vii) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to arrange the trophy for the dog show;

(viii) the Assistant Clerk be authorised to purchased five 4 foot tables at a cost of £76.36 each plus VAT.

10/376
Personnel Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 17th March 2011 were received and noted.

The Parish Council received the recommendation from the committee to create a new post for administrative caretaker, the role would incorporate the extra hours currently worked by the day caretaker and the Assistant Clerk.


A further recommendation was received for a deep clean of Plantation Hall using a professional cleaning contractor on an ad hoc basis as required.  It was noted that items were being left in the fridges within the hall and the fridges were not being cleaned out regularly.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr offered to review the job descriptions of the caretakers and compile a clear and concise daily checklist for caretakers to follow.


RESOLVED that 

(i) the creation of the post of administrative caretaker be approved;
Councillors Gill Tully and Veronica Miller were against the decision.
(ii) the post be advertised locally on Parish Council notice boards and on the website;

(iii) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr review the job descriptions for the caretakers and create a daily checklist to be followed;

(iv) a deep clean of Plantation Hall be carried out following the completion of the decoration programme.

10/377
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a) Report from the Tree Warden
Not present, no report received.

(b) Public Rights of Way Officer
No report received.

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that further to minute 10/183(g), the highways authority had installed a tactile crossing at Goldhanger Road, the crossing at the Bentalls Centre had been refused.  Permission was needed from the tenants of the shops in Wood Road for the installation of cycle racks.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr would continue to follow up.
10/378
Land fronting 109 Basin Road

Following on from minute 10/319, the Parish Council solicitor advised that there were queries regarding the voluntary registration of the land.  A brief discussion ensued where Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that there had been a fault in the original conveyancing deed and the Parish Council would only contribute 0.1% to rectifying the deeds.


RESOLVED that Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to liaise with the Parish Council solicitor to ascertain the next steps.

10/379
Consultations

The Mid Essex Primary Care Trust were requesting comments regarding radiotherapy services in Essex, including where to place specialist machines called linacs.  Members believed that option 3 of the consultation would be best suited to residents which detailed four linacs in Southend, four linacs in Colchester and three linacs in a brand new unit at Broomfield Hospital in Chelmsford.

Proposals were received from Essex County Council to create a shadow local healthwatch organisation in Essex.  The organisation would replace the LINk service although the organisation would have the same arrangement as the LINk service with the original champions.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that due to tight deadline, he had submitted comments on the Parish Council’s behalf, that members would support the shadow local healthwatch in replacement of the LINk service. 


Essex County Council requested comments on a street furniture consultation.  Councillor John Harrison was concerned that there was no mention of roadside gulleys.  As a cyclist, Councillor Harrison believed that the gulleys were a significant hazard to cyclists and felt that this should be included in the document.


RESOLVED that

(i) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to submit comments to the Mid Essex Primary Care Trust that the Parish Council support option 3;

(ii) the comments submitted to Essex County Council regarding the shadow local health watch organisation be ratified;

(iii) Councillor John Harrison, in consultation with Councillor Colin Dykes, formulate comments regarding roadside gulleys for approval by the Parish Council before submission to Essex County Council.
10/380
Think Local Campaign

An email had been received inviting the Parish Council to act as a Champion for Heybridge.  The aim of the campaign was to keep money in the district to support businesses in the difficult economic times.  Members felt that the campaign was of benefit for local businesses but unsuitable for the Parish Council.
RESOLVED that the campaign is not suitable for the Parish Council to pursue.

10/381
Financial Matters
(a) 
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	K Holland
	£40.00
	Mileage re month April 2011
	4601

	Essex Supplies (UK) Ltd
	£37.35
	Cleaning supplies for Plantation Hall
	2501

	EALC
	£839.31
	Affiliation Fees
	3301


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Statement of Accounts

An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
(c)  
Big Society Fund
The Big Society Fund was a small grants scheme funded by Essex County Council and is split into capital and revenue grants.  Members considered applying to the fund for toilets in Daisy Meadow car park and for safety matting at the play area at Plantation Hall.

RESOLVED that 

(i) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to submit an application to the Big Society Fund for toilets at Daisy Meadow car park;

(ii) the play area working group be authorised to submit an application to the Big Society Fund for safety matting at the play area at Plantation Hall.

10/382
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a)  
Working Groups

Events Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. L. Wiebe)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received.  It was recommended that a Parish Council stall be run at the fete which would need to be run by members.  Councillor Gill Tully advised that she had been offered a marquee free of charge which could be used for the fete.  

Maldon Town Council may have funds to donate to the summer fete if the Parish Council applied.  It was noted that accounts for funds in and out needed to be kept by the working party.

Councillor Laurie Wiebe will continue to participate with the working group as a volunteer.

RESOLVED that 

(i) ideas for the Parish Council stall and volunteers to run it be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 19th May 2011;

(ii) the offer of a marquee free of charge be pursued by the working party;

(iii) the Clerk write to Maldon Town Council and request a donation towards the summer fete.

Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)
Nothing to report.
Heybridge Herald Working Group (Lead Councillor - Cllr. M Edwards)
Nothing to report.

Heybridge Village Sign Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. A. Beale)
The sign is due to be shown at the summer fete for feedback.

Heybridge Youth Project Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. K. Ryder)
Councillor Michael Edwards had attended the first session in the main hall.  It was very successful and the group were very pleased and grateful for the efforts to accommodate them in the main hall.  They hope to use the kitchen area and make use of the playing fields during the summer months.
Risk Management Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M Edwards)

Nothing to report.

(b) Outside meetings/training events
Parish Passenger Transportation (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
Information was presented regarding the Dengie Dart 99 service.  The bus service to West Heybridge was now up and running and various issues would be reviewed over the next three months.
Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
Not present, no report received.

Health Matters (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)

The main points of the meeting were the consultation on radiotherapy services in Essex and the shadow local health watch organisation.

EALC (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)
Nothing to report.
10/383
Future Meeting Dates

The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 28th April 2011 at 7.30pm.


The Annual Parish meeting will be held on Thursday 19th May 2011 at 7.30pm followed by the Annual Parish Council meeting.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm.

Chairman

19 May 2011
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