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Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.



PRESENT

Vice Chairman:
Prof Lew Schnurr

Councillors:
Paula Blackburn

John Harrison
Gill Tully




11/202
Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. Michael Edwards, Ron Mckay and Kay Ryder.


RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.

11/203
Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman and Vice Chairman had attended an event at Farleigh Hospice, a thank you letter was tabled.

11/204
Minutes

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17th November 2011 were received.
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st December 2011 were received.
The minutes of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 6th December 2011 were received.
RESOLVED that 
(i) the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 17th November 2011 be approved and confirmed;
(ii) the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st December 2011 be noted;

(iii) the minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 6th December 2011 be noted.

11/205
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests
Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr declared a personal interest in item 11/213, the payment schedule.
11/206
Public Participation session

The following members of the public expressed their continued interest in becoming members of the Parish Council:


Mr Richard Perry

Mrs June Crozier


Two of the Park Rangers were present and gave a report of the first 3 months of the service.  It was noted that:

· Good communications had been established between the rangers and the Assistant Clerk;

· Rangers react well to situations and defuse any problems that occur;

· They have made good relationships with the local youths.

11/207
Progress report from the Clerk

Nothing to report.

11/208
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report


Apologies were received from District Councillor Bryan Harker and Alan Cheshire.  A report was tabled from District Councillor Bryan Harker.
11/209
Budget Committee
Minutes of the meeting of the Budget Committee held on 12th December 2011 were received.

RESOLVED that members consider the recommendations put forward by the committee in preparation for the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 12th January 2012.
11/210
Parish Council assets/events/publications/projects

(a)  
Property Matters – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards

A quotation was received to install a fire seal to the door of the caretaker’s room.
Following complaints that the “eye” on the main door to the main hall had been removed, it was decided to reinstall it.   The Assistant Clerk offered to arrange for members to view the magnet previously discussed.
The annual maintenance check of all Parish Council owned street lights had taken place.

Waste bins were required at the newly installed bench at King George V field and at Daisy Meadow car park.

Quotations were received for a salt bin, rock salt, padlock, spreader and shovel to be sited in the car park at Plantation Hall.

Members discussed security at Plantation Hall and considered: 

· closing the car park gates at an agreed time every evening when there are no hirers; 

· switching off the external lights when the hall is not in use;

· protecting the roofline of Plantation Hall with custom made Raptor fencing which deters people climbing onto the roof; and 

· replacing and relocating the current CCTV cameras or replacing the current CCTV system.
A request had been received from Heybridge U3A to use the PA system in the main hall with two lapel microphones that the group will purchase.


RESOLVED that 

(i) the expenditure of £75.00 to install a fire seal to the door of the caretaker’s room  be approved;

(ii) the reinstatement of the hook and eye to the main hall be approved along with notices displayed to shut the door when not in use;

(iii) the invoice from A & J Lighting Solutions for the annual maintenance check be ratified;
(iv) the purchase and installation of a bin to be sited next to the new bench in King George V field be approved;

(v) the purchase and installation of a bin at Daisy Meadow car park be approved;

(vi) the Assistant Clerk be authorised to purchase a salt bin, rock salt, spreader and shovel up to a limit of £500.00;

(vii) the gates to the car park at Plantation Hall be closed at 7.00pm each day unless there is a hiring;

(viii) the external lights to Plantation Hall be turned off when the hall is empty;

(ix) the specialised Raptor fencing be approved in principle, quotations to be presented to a future meeting of the Parish Council;

(x) consideration of the either the relocation of the CCTV cameras or installation of a new system be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council;

(xi) the request from Heybridge U3A to use the PA system in the main hall in conjunction with their two lapel microphones be approved.

(b) 
Heybridge Herald – Leading Councillor – Gill Tully
Three articles had been received, a further meeting was to be arranged between Cllrs. Gill Tully and Prof. Lew Schnurr.

(c)  
Risk Management – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards
A report on the electrical installation at Plantation Hall was received and would be considered at the next meeting of the Parish Council.
(d)  
Footpath Signage – Leading Councillor - Kay Ryder
Nothing to report.

(e) Daisy Meadow Car Park – Leading Councillor – Prof. Lew Schnurr
Nothing to report.
(f) Park Rangers – Leading Councillor – Kay Ryder
Further to the report from the Park Rangers in the public participation session, members considered whether to continue with the service.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council will continue with the Park Rangers service until the end of 2012.
11/211
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
(i) Application No:

FUL/MAL/11/00776
Proposal:
Conversion of existing house and office into two self contained dwellings plus alteration of existing window to insert two windows in south east elevation (previous approved planning permission FUL/MAL/06/00786)

Location:
Tolcraft 104 - 106 Basin Road Heybridge

No objections

Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00979
Proposal:
Erection of ticket office

Location:
Land Adjacent To Daisy Meadow Car Park Basin Road Heybridge

No objections

Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/01030
Proposal:
Single storey extension to existing workshop

Location:
20 Wharf Road, Heybridge

No objections

Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/01053
Proposal:
Erection of entrance awning

Location:
Benbridge Hotel, The Square, Heybridge


Support



(b) Report from the Tree Warden
No report received.
(c) Public Rights of Way Officer
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

Members discussed the replacement or removal the gates on footpath 26 and the possibility of diverting the footpath.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the Parish Council suggest that the gates on footpath 26 are repaired and not removed;

(ii) the diversion of the footpath be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council;

(iii) a letter of thanks be sent to the public rights of way officer.

(d) Pedestrian Crossing a Heybridge Approach
Following on from minute 11/172(d), members were advised that the request related to Heybridge parish.

RESOLVED that Cllr. Michael Edwards be authorised to submit the required information to the Highways panel.

(e)  
Green Waste Collection
Following on from minute 11/172(e) members received a questionnaire from Maldon District Council regarding the service.

RESOLVED that the responses to the Green Waste questionnaire be submitted to Maldon District Council.
(f)  
Olympic Torch event

The Olympic torch would be passing through Heybridge on 6th July 2012.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council.
11/212
Consultations

Members received the consultation paper on the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations and Community Infrastructure Levy.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council have no comments to make at this time.
11/213
Financial Matters

(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	The Salvation Army
	£50.00
	Donation
	1371

	Heybridge WI
	£80.00
	Donation
	1371

	K Holland
	£90.00
	Mileage claim for month December 2011
	4601

	Cash
	£47.25
	Assistant Clerk's Petty Cash top up 
	4601

	K Holland
	£15.56
	Mobile Telephone bill re December 2011
	4601

	Essex Pension Fund

	£161.95

	Pension contribution re staff for month December 2011
	3101


	H M Revenue & Customs
	£1,849.86
	PAYE re October - December 2011
	3101

	Konica Minolta
	£70.70
	Photocopier costs
	4601

	A & J Lighting Solutions
	£406.08
	Lighting annual maintenance fee 2011
	3601

	Mrs J M Martin

	£1,170.00

	Quarterly admin support fee for October - December 2011
	4901


	D G Chinnery
	£90.00
	Window cleaning for November & December 2011
	2401

	K Locke
	£223.12
	Grounds Maintenance re month November 2011
	3001

	Scholey Telecommunications Assoc Ltd
	£36.00

	Toner Cartridge

	4601


	B G Appleton (Contracts)

	£891.60

	Plantation Hall and Daisy Meadow car parks sweep and litter pick, half year charge
	3001


	Blackwater Roofing Ltd

	£300.00

	Repairs to roof at Plantation Hall - broken tiles, dangerous ridge, clean gutters, skylights
	2401


	A&J Lighting Solutions
	£140.40
	Repairs to lights inside Plantation Hall (diffusers)
	3601

	Mr M W Hill

	£698.50

	Supply and erect bike racks for Plantation Hall (to be reimbursed by ECC)
	2401


	Viking Payments
	£108.85
	Office supplies
	4601


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Statement of Accounts
An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
(c)  
Parish Council Credit Card
The Assistant Clerk had to purchase items for Plantation Hall using her own debit and credit cards.  

The Clerk had researched the Parish Council credit card facility but could not find a legal power that the could be used to apply for a credit card.  However, it was possible to have a pre pay debit card facility but this not available with the current Parish Council bank accounts, changing banks would be required.

RESOLVED that the Assistant Clerk use suppliers that offer a 30 day account as stated in Financial regulation 10.1.
11/214
Reports from Parish Council representatives on outside committees

Parish Passenger Transportation Representatives meeting (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
There had not been a meeting.

Elms Farm Park Friends Group & Oak Tree Meadow (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
No report received.
Health Matters (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)

The PCT were cooperating with the District Council in a joint programme to replace St Peters hospital.

The PCT has been amalgamated with the Harlow and Colchester to make the North Essex PCT.

Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 13th November 2011 to 7th December 2011 was noted.
11/215
Essex Association of Local Councils
Members received a list of training courses for January 2012.
Cllr. Paula Blackburn agreed to attend a training course when circumstances permit.

11/216
Future meetings
There will be an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 12th January 2012 at 7.30pm to set the precept for 2012/13.

The next meeting of the Planning Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 5th January 2012 at 7.30pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 19th January 2012 at 7.30pm.

11/217
Exclusion of press and public

The Council resolved to exclude the press and Public from the remainder of the meeting due to confidential business. (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (2)).
11/218
Personnel Matters


Members considered the recommendation from the Personnel Committee to amalgamate the post of Clerk and Assistant Clerk into one full time position.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the post of Clerk and Assistant Clerk be amalgamated into one full time position; and 

(ii) the position be advertised through the Essex Association of Local Councils and in the Maldon and Burnham Standard.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.

Chairman

19th January 2012 
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