
[image: image1.png]Heybridge Parish Council




Minutes of the meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.









 PRESENT

CHAIRMAN:
COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Anne Beale

Colin Dykes

Michael Edwards





John Harrison
Ron Mckay

Veronica Miller





Kay Ryder

Gill Tully

Laurie Wiebe
10/305
Apologies for absence.

None.
10/306
Chairman’s Announcements.

Thanks were extended to Councillor Laurie Wiebe for her help regarding setting up an emergency station at Plantation Hall during the recent fire.
10/307
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20th January 2011 were received.  

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 20th January 2011 be approved and confirmed;
10/308
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests



Councillor Veronica Miller declared a prejudicial interest in items 10/314(e), 10/321(c) and left the meeting during discussion and decision of the items.

Councillor Laurie Wiebe declared a prejudicial interest in item 10/318(ii) and left the meeting during discussion and decision of the item.


Councillor Michael Edwards declared a personal interest in item 10/320. 
10/309
Progress report from the Clerk
10/283 - Dominic Barnes advised he is in the process of arranging the map for the project.  

10/310
Public Participation Session

None present.
10/311
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report


None received.
10/312
Property Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 3rd February 2011 were received.

A report from the Chairman regarding management of committee meetings circulated with the agenda was received.  It was noted that due to the removal of Councillor Harrison from the committee, a new committee member was needed.


Members received the recommendation from the committee to keep the hire charges for 2011/12 the same as 2010/11.  The committee also recommended that the out of hours and emergency charge made to hirers between the hours of 12am and 9am be £38.00 per hour.  Some members recalled an out of hours and emergency charge being approved some years previous.  It was also queried whether the charges included electricity and gas.

The Chairman of the committee advised that he had contacted external sources to ascertain whether second hand specialised chairs could be purchased.  Councillor Ron Mckay confirmed that the shop in Chelmsford did not have any for sale at present.

A report was received from the Assistant Clerk advising that the three hanging baskets at the front of Plantation Hall need replanting at a cost of £12.50 each.

RESOLVED that 

(i) Councillor Veronica Miller be appointed onto the Property Management Committee for the remainder of the municipal year;

(ii) the hire charges for Plantation Hall for 2011/12 remain the same as 2010/11;

(iii) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr research what the previously approved out of hours and emergency charges were;

(iv) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr report the phone bill audit to the next meeting of the Property Management Committee;
(v) The Parish Council approve the purchase of six specialised chairs for the Parkinsons Society in principal, recommendations were to be presented at the next meeting of the Parish Council;

(vi) the replanting of the three hanging baskets at the front of Plantation Hall at a cost of £12.50 each be approved.

10/313
Personnel Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 20th January 2011 were received.

The post of administrative caretaker was still being considered, the Chairman of the committee wanted to discuss the proposals with the current staff before making any firm decisions.


Members noted that cleanliness within Plantation Hall was a problem.  A specialised deep clean was considered followed by the employment of a cleaner to maintain the cleanliness of the hall.


RESOLVED that the consideration of a deep clean and employment of a cleaner be referred to the personnel committee with a further report to the Parish Council.

10/314
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters

(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00063
Proposal:
Proposed first floor extension and single storey rear extension
Location:
Maberbar, 5 Basin Road, Heybridge
Support
Councillor John Harrison objected

Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00043

Proposal:
Removal of various internal walls, landscaping, replacement of three windows with double doors, change of external colours, installation of roof lights

Location:
Benbridge Hotel, The Square, Heybridge

Support
Application No:
LBC/MAL/11/00044

Proposal:
Removal of various internal walls, landscaping, replacement of three windows with double doors, change of external colours, installation of roof lights

Location:
Benbridge Hotel, The Square, Heybridge

Support
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00062

Proposal:
Rear ground floor extension & replace garage

Location:
Eridge, 60 Holloway Road, Heybridge

	Support


(b) Report from the Tree Warden
It has been recommended by Jackie Gilbert at Maldon District Council that the conifers at Daisy Meadow car park be reduced by 50%.  A tree surgeon would have to carry out the work as specialist equipment was needed.  The Parish Council would have to apply for planning permission as the trees are in a conservation area.

(c) Public Rights of Way Officer

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
Councillor John Harrison advised that trenches had been dug on footpath 26.

(d) Hall Bridge

A letter regarding the opening of Hall Bridge on 5th March 2011 was received.

Councillor Veronica Miller left the meeting, 8.40pm

(e) Yew trees at St Andrews Church
A letter was received from St Andrews Church requesting the Parish Council approval to remove ten yew trees from the churchyard.  Members believed that pollarding the trees would be better, Jackie Gilbert at the District Council had contacted the Church direct to offer specialist advice.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council object to the removal of the yew trees and request they refer to the specialist advice given by Jackie Gilbert.

Councillor Veronica Miller returned to the meeting, 8.45pm

(f) Fire hydrant cover at the Bentalls Centre

Members were advised that a fire hydrant cover by the Bentalls sign at the Bentalls Centre had been left open and a child had almost fallen into it.  Councillor John Harrison advised that he had seen a white van parked on the footpath behind the Longfields surgery and the fire hydrant cover was open, with a hose connected to equipment being used there.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council write to the Bentalls Centre and the Highways authority to advise them of the incident.
10/315
The Roothings and adjacent amenity area
A letter from the residents’ representative, circulated with the agenda, was received.  
Members reiterated that the Parish Council are not liable or responsible for the problems with the wall.  The offer is to be extended without prejudice, to the residents for one further month.  If the offer is not taken up by the residents, the Parish Council will withdraw the offer.

RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the residents’ representative advising the Parish Council reiterate the offer for one month, after which the offer is withdrawn.

10/316
Heybridge Approach

Following on from a recent fatality on the A414 Maldon bypass, members considered writing the both Maldon Town and Maldon District Council to request a crossing on the road.
The local PCSO, Sofia Bishop, suggested that the Parish Council purchase a commemorative tree and plaque as a memorial.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the Clerk write to Maldon Town Council and Maldon District Council requesting the feasibility of crossings on Heybridge Approach be considered;

(ii) the Parish Council approve the purchase of a commemorative tree and plaque;

(iii) Councillor Kay Ryder contact the mother of the child killed to ask where she would like the tree planted;

(iv) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr write a press release regarding to inform local residents of the Parish Council’s actions.

10/317
Fingerpost with The Street and Hall Road
The suggestion to move the fingerpost to the patch of grass opposite was still to be discussed at the next meeting of the village trust.
RESOLVED that the proposed re-siting of the fingerpost onto the grass opposite be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 17th March 2011.
Councillor Laurie Wiebe left the meeting, 9.07pm

10/318
Heybridge Basin

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that the revaluation of Daisy Meadow car park had not progressed.  This was due to the new coalition government announcing that the business rates were to be revised, arrangements were awaited.

Members considered the letter from Farleigh Hospice requesting permission to commence the annual sponsored Walk For Life from Daisy Meadow Car Park


RESOLVED that 

(i) The revaluation of  Daisy Meadow car park be deferred for three months;
(ii) The Parish Council approve the Walk for Life commence from Daisy Meadow car park.
Councillor Laurie Wiebe returned to the meeting, 9.08pm

10/319
Land Fronting 109 Basin Road


The Parish Council’s solicitor advised that there was an anomaly with the title deeds to the land.  A clause was present in the transfer of property to the current owners in 1978 was unusual and could affect the title to the land.  If the transfer of land goes ahead, there could be subsequent problems at the registration stage.

RESOLVED that Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to contact the solicitor to find a solution.
Councillor Michael Edwards left the meeting, 9.24pm
10/320
Allotments
A letter was received from a resident regarding an allotment provision for Heybridge.  Members noted that suitable land had not been found in the past.  The provision of allotments had been investigated for two years yet suitable land had not been identified.


RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the resident advising that suitable land had yet to be found.

Councillor Michael Edwards returned the meeting, 9.25pm
10/321
Financial Matters
(a) 
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	K Holland
	£40.00
	Mileage claim for month February 2011
	4601

	Essex Supplies (UK) Ltd
	£41.99
	Washroom supplies at Plantation Hall
	2501

	Hewes Security
	£132.00
	Repairs Security System at Plantation Hall
	2401

	K Locke
	£125.00
	Grounds Maintenance re month January 2011 
	3001

	Viking Direct
	£91.28
	Stationery Supplies at Plantation Hall
	4601

	Konica Minolta
	£62.39
	Photocopier charge at Plantation Hall
	4601


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Statement of Accounts

An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
Councillor Veronica Miller left the meeting, 9.27pm

(c)  
Requests for financial assistance
Requests were received from Maldon Cricket Club for a presentation matchball and advertising in the Cricket Club year book and from Heybridge Neighbourhood Group for spring planting

RESOLVED that 

(i) a donation of £105.00 be approved to Maldon Cricket Club

(ii) profits from the pancake event be donated to the Neighbourhood Group.  If the profits are less than £95.00, the remainder be donated to the group.




Councillor Veronica Miller returned to the meeting, 9.37pm
(d) Reference Books
Members considered purchasing three reference books as recommended by Joy Darby at the Essex Association of Local Councils.

RESOLVED that the following books be purchased from the Essex Association of Local Councils:
(i) Governance & Accountability – A Practitioners Guide - £12.00

(ii) Standing Orders for Local Councils - £25.00

(i) Local Council Administration - £52.50
(e)  
Clerks Overtime
Members were advised that the Clerk had accrued 25 hours of overtime since October 2010.

RESOLVED that the Clerk be reimbursed for 25 hours of overtime that has accrued since October 2010.
10/322
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a)  
Working Groups

Events Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. L. Wiebe)
The pancake event will take place on 27th February from 10am to 3pm.  A press release had been published.  The working group requested a budget of £100 for supplies on the day.
It was noted that the summer fete would conflict with the annual Heybridge Basin dog show.  Members considered supporting the dog show by purchasing a trophy as had been done in previous years.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the working group be authorised to purchase supplies for the pancake day to a maximum of £100.00;

(ii) the Parish Council purchase a trophy for the dog show to be held at Heybridge Basin on 25th June 2011.




Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)
Possible names for the footpaths identified by the working group, were to be put to the public at the pancake event.
Heybridge Herald Working Group (Lead Councillor - Cllr. M Edwards)
Nothing to report.
Heybridge Village Sign Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. A. Beale)
The sign is due to be shown at the pancake event for feedback.
Heybridge Youth Project Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. K. Ryder)
Councillors Prof Lew Schnurr, Kay Ryder, Ron Mckay and Clive Gifford were due to meet with Nicola Sider to discuss funding.
Councillor Michael Edwards advised that a possible solution had been found to the space issue with the youth club.  It was proposed that the youth club use the main hall on Wednesday evening and the current hirer, Tai Chi, use the Claydon Room.

Councillor Kay Ryder thanked Councillor Michael Edwards for all his help with trying to accommodate the youth club within the main hall.

RESOLVED that the youth club have use of the main hall on Wednesday evenings with effect 6th April 2011. 

Risk Management Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M Edwards)

Nothing to report.
(b) Outside meetings/training events
Parish Passenger Transportation (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
The bus service to serve West Heybridge was financially secured, approval had also been given by the traffic commissioner.  The service was due to commence on 4th April 2011.

The Police and highways authority will not allow for a bus stop at the junction with Doubleday Drive and the junction with Temple Way.



Parishes Transportation Group (vacant)
Members considered withdrawing support from the group for a year.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council withdraw support from the group for one year, to be reviewed in February 2012.

Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
Nothing to report.

Mid Essex Area Forum/Health Matters/EALC

The GP surgery at the Bentalls had refused to provide information and had subsequently been advised that their actions were unlawful.

Health Matters (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)
Three private developers were interested in taking forward a plan with the Primary Care Trust for hospital premises on an alternative site.
EALC (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)

Nothing to report.

(c) 
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 21st January 2011 to 11th February 2011 was noted.
10/323
Future Meeting Dates

The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 3rd March 2011 at 7.30pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 17th March 2011 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.30pm.

Chairman

17 March 2011
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