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Minutes of the meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 20th JANUARY 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.









 PRESENT

CHAIRMAN:
COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Colin Dykes

John Harrison
Ron Mckay


Kay Ryder

Gill Tully

Laurie Wiebe
10/270
Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Councillors Veronica Miller, Anne Beale and Michael Edwards.

RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.


10/271
Chairman’s Announcements.
None.

10/272
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th December 2010 and the minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th January 2011 were received.  

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr requested permission to arrange for previous minutes of the Parish Council and its Committees to be bound.  It was estimated that the cost per volume would total between £50.00 - £70.00, and it was anticipated that four volumes would be needed in total.
RESOLVED that 
(i) the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th December 2010 be approved and confirmed;
(ii) the Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th January 2011 be approved and confirmed.
(iii) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to arrange for previous minutes of the Parish Council and its committee to be bound.

10/273
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests

None.
10/274
Progress report from the Clerk

Nothing to report.

10/275
Salvation Army Band and Maldon War Memorial Appeal


Letters of appreciation were presented to members from the Salvation Army Band and the Maldon War Memorial Appeal for the donations made.

10/276
Public Participation Session

None present.

10/277
Presentation regarding orienteering in Heybridge Basin

 A presentation was made by Dominic Barnes, the deputy head of outdoor education services for the London Borough of Newham.  The Council own and operate a houseboat in Heybridge Basin and were looking to set up an orienteering course in Heybridge Basin for the young people who stay on the houseboat.  

The project entailed placing between sixteen to twenty markers approximately 8 centimetre square which would be attached to existing posts.


Maps were to be produced and a financial contribution was requested of the Parish Council, the map would then be made available to residents of the parish via the Parish Council website.  If a financial contribution was not possible, a charge would be levied upon residents that may wish to take part in the orienteering course.
10/278
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report



None received.

10/279
Property Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 6th January 2011 were received.

Members received the offer of an ice rink at Plantation Hall from 24th February 2011 to 27th February 2011, free of charge.


Councillors Kay Ryder and Ron McKay reiterated the need for the youth club to use the main hall on Tuesday evenings as the Claydon Room was no longer adequate.  Members were keen to ensure that the youth club was provided for but were mindful of the current hirer and whether the current hirer could be accommodated another way.


Members were advised that a letter had been received in May 2010 from the Parkinsons Society requesting six specialised chairs for the meetings.  The price for new chairs ranged from £400.00 to £600.00 per chair.  Councillor Ron McKay advised that he had identified a shop in Chelmsford that provided second hand specialised chairs at a reduced price.  Councillor Laurie Wiebe also suggested approaching the local hospices and hospitals.


RESOLVED that

(i) the offer of the ice rink at Plantation Hall from 24th February 2011 to 27th February 2011 free of charge be approved;

(ii) the current hirer of the main hall on Tuesday evenings be approached to see if a suitable arrangement can be agreed;

(iii) the hall hire renewal letter to the current hirer on Tuesday evenings be withheld until a solution is agreed;

(iv) the information regarding second hand specialised chairs be passed to Councillor Michael Edwards for further investigation.

10/280
Personnel Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 12th January 2011 were received.

The committee recommended to the Parish Council the creation of a new post of Administrative Caretaker and requested permission to advertise the post locally.


It was noted that the Parish Council does not presently have a relief caretaker, on occasion the day caretaker is doing more than his contracted hours and the Assistant Clerk would like to decrease her hours.  It was hoped that the extra hours accrued by the day caretaker combined with the decrease in hours for the Assistant Clerk would make up the basic hours for the new post.  The post would entail daily caretaking responsibilities along with the administrative side of running Plantation Hall.


RESOLVED that 

(i) members of the Parish Council be provided with the job description for the post of Administrative Caretaker;

(ii) the item be deferred to the Parish Council meeting on 17th February 2011.

10/281
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters

(a)  
Planning applications
Councillor Gill Tully left the meeting, 8.30pm

Councillor Gill Tully returned to the meeting, 8.32pm

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/10/01075

Proposal:
Proposed first floor extension and single storey rear extension

Location:
Maberbar, 5 Basin Road, Heybridge
SUPPORT
Application No:
NMA/MAL/10/01013

Proposal:
Application for non-material amendment following grant of planning permission for two storey side extension (FUL/MAL/09/01044)
Location:
56 Doubleday Drive, Heybridge

SUPPORT
(b) Report from the Tree Warden

Councillor Kay Ryder advised that she had not been able to contact Jackie Gilbert at the District Council regarding overhanging conifers at Daisy Meadow car park.
(c)  
Public Rights of Way Officer

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
(d) Address signage
Councillor Clive Gifford apologised for the delay with forwarding a map which detailed the address signage to Councillor Harrison.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 17th February 2011.

(e)  
Naming of Flats in Wood Road and Chestnut Avenue
Members received a letter from Moat Homes requesting the Parish Council submit names for the flats in Wood Road and Chestnut Avenue.
RESOLVED that 

(i) Councillors Kay Ryder and Gill Tully consider appropriate names for the flats;

(ii)  the item be deferred to the next meeting of the parish Council on Thursday 17th February 2011.
10/282
Fingerpost with The Street and Hall Road
The suggestion to move the fingerpost to the patch of grass opposite was still to be discussed at the next meeting of the village trust.
Members received the email from English Heritage advising that they will not be listing the fingerpost.

RESOLVED that the proposed re-siting of the fingerpost onto the grass opposite be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 17th February 2011.

10/283
Heybridge Basin

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that the revaluation of Daisy Meadow car park had not progressed.  This was due to the new coalition government announcing that the business rates were to be revised, arrangements were awaited.

Further to the earlier presentation regarding orienteering in Heybridge Basin by Dominic Barnes, members discussed the project and benefits to the local residents.  Members agreed that this should be discussed with Maldon District Council.


RESOLVED that the Parish Council support the orienteering project in Heybridge Basin and would donate £175.00 to the production of the map.
10/284
Financial Matters
(a) 
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	Viking Direct
	£12.45
	Stationery order less credit note held
	4601

	K Holland
	£80.00
	Mileage claim re month January 2011
	4601

	Cash
	£48.08
	Petty cash top up for Clerk
	4601


Members queried the direct debit of £211.38 to British Telecom.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that it was consistent with the previous quarter but he would investigate the bill further.
RESOLVED that 
(i) the above accounts be approved for payment;

(ii) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr review the current bill from British Telecom and report back to the next Parish Council meeting on Thursday 17th February 2011.

(b) Statement of Accounts

An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.

10/285
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a)  
Working Groups

Events Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. L. Wiebe)
The report from the Assistant Clerk regarding the Pancake day was received.  The proposal to change the date of the event to Sunday 27th February 2011 to tie in with half term and the siting of the ice rink was received.

Councillor Wiebe had been contacted by the Royal Horticultural Society offering to advertise Heybridge in Bloom in their newsletter.  As in 2010, it was proposed that there be six categories with a prize of £10.00
per category winner.


RESOLVED that 

(i) the pancake day event be held on Sunday 27th February 2011 at Plantation Hall, to incorporate a Parish Council open day;

(ii) Heybridge in Bloom would be held in 2011 with six categories, as per the previous year, with a prize of £10.00 per category winner.

(iii) the event be publicised in the Royal Horticultural Society newsletter.

Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)
Nothing to report.

Heybridge Herald Working Group (Lead Councillor - Cllr. M Edwards)
Nothing to report.

Heybridge Village Sign Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. A. Beale)
Members agreed to publicise the proposed village signs at the pancake day event, at the Parish Council fete in June 2011 and in the Tesco Store.

Heybridge Youth Project Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. K. Ryder)
The club had been closed over the Christmas period, nothing to report.
Remembrance Sunday Working Group (Lead Councillor – Councillor Gill Tully)

Councillor Gill Tully presented a template that she had produced for the procedures for the Remembrance Sunday event.
The report was classed as confidential as it included personal contact details for participants and would be laminated and kept in the office at Plantation Hall.
Risk Management Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M Edwards)

Nothing to report.

(b) Outside meetings/training events
Parish Passenger Transportation (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr updated members regarding the bus service to West Heybridge.  The bus will stop in Doubleday Drive and Temple Way, the Parish Council would have to publicise the service and timetable and it was suggested that this be done at the Pancake day event as well as publishing the information on the Parish Council website, notice boards, in Tesco’s and in the local press.
Parishes Transportation Group (Rep Cllr J Harrison)
No meetings had taken place.  Councillor Harrison requested that the Parish Council support of the group be added to the next agenda.

Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
Councillor Kay Ryder had been unable to attend the meeting but had given her apologies.

Mid Essex Area Forum/Health Matters/EALC

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr had been unable to attend the meeting.

Health Matters (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)
There was a legal requirement for GP’s to provide information to the scrutiny committee, Longfields had not submitted their information.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr requested permission from the Parish Council to generate a Freedom of Information request to obtain the information.

RESOLVED that Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to generate a Freedom of Information request to the Longfields surgery.

EALC (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)


Nothing to report.

(c)  
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 16th November 2010 to 14th January 2011 was noted.
10/286
Future Meeting Dates
The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 3rd February 2011 at 7.30pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 17th February 2011 at 7.30pm.
10/287
Exclusion of press and public

The Council resolved to exclude the press and Public from the remainder of the meeting due to confidential business. (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (2)).
10/288
Complaint
Further to minute 10/241, members had considered the complaint and the Councillor in question’s responses to the complaint.  It was noted that this was not the first complaint made against the Councillor in question and no apology had been received.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the Parish Councillor in question be removed from any outside committees on which he serves; 

(ii) the Parish Councillor in question be removed from the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35 pm.

Chairman

17 February 2011
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