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Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on THURSDAY 23rd JUNE 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.









 PRESENT

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Paula Blackburn

Colin Dykes

John Harrison




Ron Mckay


Kay Ryder
11/36
Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs. Michael Edwards and Gill Tully.

RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.
11/37
Chairman’s Report

The Chairman’s report was received.

The Chairman of the meeting advised that the candidate who was to be considered for co-option had withdrawn their request.

A member of the public was to make a presentation to the Parish Council.

11/38
Minutes

The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 19th May 2011 were received.
The minutes of the Property Management Committee meeting held on 28th April 2011 were received.
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 9th June 2011 were received.
RESOLVED that 
(i) the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 19th May 2011 be approved and confirmed;
(ii) the minutes of the Property Management Committee meeting held on 28th April 2011 be approved and confirmed;
(iii) the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 9th June 2011 be noted.
11/39
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests
None.

11/40
Public Participation session
A member of the public advised that the drains were not running properly on Goldhanger/Colchester Road by the former Houldings Garage.
A presentation was made by a member of the public regarding proposals for a planning application in Elizabeth Way.  

11/41
Progress report from the Clerk
11/28 - Councillor Paula Blackburn was unable to attend the Councillor Training Day 1 in Great Dunmow on 16th June 2011.
11/42
Co-option onto the Parish Council

Following the announcement from the Chairman of the meeting that the candidate had withdrawn her request to be co-opted onto the Parish Council, the item was closed.

11/43
Constitution and Standing Orders

Members received the proposition from Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr that meetings of the Parish Council or any of it’s committees do not exceed more than two hours.
Members discussed whether the terms of reference for the planning committee should include the Chairman of the Parish Council within the membership.

The Parish Council received a proposition from Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr to add the following Standing Order:

“11.1  Following the service by Summons upon Councillors confirming the date time and venue of each meeting in the Municipal Year, the agenda and supporting papers of a meeting of Council or of a Committee of Council shall electronically be served to such members of the Council or of the Committee at least 3 clear days before the meeting and such service shall have affixed the electronic signature and title of the Proper Officer.  A limited number of hard copies of such documents shall be available for collection at least 3 clear days before the meeting at the Council Office.”
RESOLVED that
(i) meetings of the Parish Council or any of it’s committees shall not exceed 2 hours in length;

(ii) the terms of reference for the planning committee be amended to include the Chairman of the Parish Council within the membership by virtue of his office but with no voting rights;

(iii) the addition of standing order 11.1 stand adjourned until the next meeting of the Parish Council.
11/44
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report

Apologies had been received from the District Councillors, no reports were tabled.

11/45
Parish Council assets/events/publications/projects

(a)  
Property Matters – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received.  

RoSPA had inspected that play area at Plantation Hall, no areas required any action.  The invoice of £69.00 plus VAT was presented to the Parish Council for payment.

One of the window shutters to the Claydon Room had become jammed open.  A temporary emergency repair was undertaken at a cost of £175.00 plus VAT.  A permanent repair was required along with a maintenance check of the other shutters, at a cost of £505.00 plus VAT.
A detailed Fire Risk Assessment was required to underpin the annual review.  A quote of £225.00 had been received from the current contractors.

Quotations were presented to the Parish Council for the deep clean of Plantation Hall.  The quotations ranged from £506.00 plus VAT to £2400.00 plus VAT.

It was noted that additional storage was required at Plantation Hall, a further report was awaited.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the RoSPA invoice of £69.00 plus VAT be approved;

(ii) the temporary repair of the window shutter to the Claydon Room at a cost of £175.00 plus VAT be ratified;

(iii) the complete repair of the window shutter to the Claydon Room at a cost of £345.00 plus VAT along with the maintenance check for the remaining shutters at a cost of £160.00 plus VAT be approved;
(iv) M & G Fire Protection be approved to undertake the Fire Risk Assessment at a cost of £225.00;

(v) Titan Cleaning Contractors be approved to undertake the deep clean of Plantation Hall at a cost of £825.00 plus VAT;

(vi) the additional storage requirements for Plantation Hall be deferred to a future meeting of the Parish Council.
(b) Events – Leading Councillor – Colin Dykes
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received.
(c)  
Heybridge Herald – Leading Councillor – Gill Tully

No report had been received from the leading Councillor.

Cllr. Kay Ryder advised that contact had been made with a local organisation to include an article in the next issue of the Herald.
(d) Risk Management – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received.
(e)  
Footpath Signage – Leading Councillor - Kay Ryder

Members were advised that the project was in hand.
(f)  
Daisy Meadow Car Park – Leading Councillor – Prof. Lew Schnurr
The yellow lines had not been reinstated to the access road to the car park when the repairs had taken place during 2010.  Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr was investigating costings for the reinstatement.
11/46
Website
The Clerk had been approached by a website designer who had offered to redesign and take over the site.  The current provider has been asked to look into re structuring the site within the current contract.
RESOLVED that Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr be authorised to investigate design possibilities for the website whilst ensuring good value for money.

11/47
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following application:-
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00448

Proposal:
Single storey side extension

Location:
12 Willow Walk, Heybridge
NO COMMENT

(b) Report from the Tree Warden
Work was being undertaken to a tree in Broad Street Green as it is diseased.
(c)  
Public Rights of Way Officer
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

(d) Weight restriction signage in Holloway Road
An email was received from a resident advising that the prohibition signs had been placed at the wrong end of Crescent Road.  This resulted in confusion with drivers of HGV’s unable to turn with ease when they have gone the wrong way into Crescent Road.
RESOLVED that the issue be reported to the Highways Panel for consideration and investigation.

(e)  
Travel for the disabled

A letter had been received from a resident regarding an insurmountable kerb along Goldhanger Road with the junction of Basin Road,

RESOLVED that the issue be reported to the Highways Panel for consideration and investigation.
11/48
Love Where You Live
Essex County Council were organising a new campaign to improve Essex’s communities by arranging clean-up events.
RESOLVED that the information be passed to the Events group for consideration.

11/50
Financial Matters
(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	K Holland

	£31.54

	Reimbursement of May & June 2011 mobile phone bill
	4601


	NALC
	£120.00
	LCR Subscription Renewal
	3301

	Essex Pension Fund
	£130.99
	Pension Contribution for month May 2011
	3101

	Heybridge Darby & Joan Club
	£750.00
	Donation
	1371

	K Holland
	£45.00
	Mileage claim for month June 2011
	4601

	Essex Pension Fund
	£168.35
	Pension Contribution for month June 2011
	3101

	H M Revenue & Customs

	£1,912.63

	PAYE contributions for April - June 2011 quarter
	3101


	Wodens Hearth
	£75.00
	Fee for re-enactment at Heybridge Fete
	1202

	Cash

	£40.18

	Top up Clerk's Petty Cash to £50.00 imprest level
	4601


	Came & Company

	£3,406.38

	Parish Council Insurance - cheque already drawn and posted due to payment deadline
	3301


	Mrs J M Martin
	£1,170.00
	Support Service April - June 2011 quarter
	4901

	GRC Maintenance
	£2,340.00
	Redecoration at Plantation Hall - phase 2
	1392

	K Locke
	£215.00
	Grounds Maintenance month May 2011
	3001

	Royal Mail Group Ltd
	£170.00
	PO Box annual fee
	4601

	Essex County Council

	£480.00

	Legal Services provided August 2010 - March 2011
	3701


	Hewes Security

	£459.51

	Annual Service fee re CCTV System at Plantation Hall
	2401


	Anglian Water

	£211.90

	Half yearly sewerage charge re Plantation Hall
	2201


	OCS Group UK Ltd
	£451.73
	Annual waste service fee at Plantation Hall
	2201

	A & J Lighting Solutions
	£105.32
	St Lighting charge re end of Harfred Avenue
	3601

	Konica Minolta
	£70.70
	Quarterly Photocopy rental fee
	4601

	Stephensons of Essex Ltd
	£480.00
	Bus service for month May 2011
	1375

	PCM Shutter Services (UK) Ltd
	£210.00
	Repair works at Plantation Hall
	2401

	Blackwater Printing
	£40.00
	Printing Heybridge Fete posters
	4601

	B G Appleton (Contracts)
	£891.60
	Half yearly Car parks sweep and litter pick
	3001

	J R Williams & Co
	£660.00
	Audit Fee for year ended 31 March 2011
	4901

	M & G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd
	£177.60

	Install Smoke Detector at Plantation Hall

	2401


	123 Connect .co.uk
	£118.80
	Renew Hosting Windows Plus 1 year
	1202

	A & J Lighting Solutions
	£123.54
	St Lighting charge o/s 8-9 The Roothings
	3601

	Playsafety Ltd
	£82.80
	Annual Inspection fee re playground 
	3501


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Final Statement of Accounts 2010/11
An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
(c)  
Donation for Heybridge Parochial Church Council
The Parochial Church Council requested a donation towards the Heybridge and Langford magazine, which the Parish Council advertised in.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council donate £100.00 to the Heybridge Parochial Church Council for advertising in the Heybridge and Langford magazine.
(d) New Councillor Pack
Cllr. Paula Blackburn requested a new councillor pack from the Essex Association of Local Councils at a cost of £17.00.
RESOLVED that a new councillor pack be purchased from the Essex Association of Local Councils at a cost of £17.00 for Cllr. Paula Blackburn.
11/51
Reports from Parish Council representatives on outside committees

Parish Passenger Transportation Representatives meeting (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
Meetings are held twice per year.  First bus company had altered the 31X service so that it does not include Althorne.  A cost analysis had been requested from First.
Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
Nothing to report.
Health Matters (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)

The provision of major GP surgeries for Heybridge has been removed from the hospital project and is now an independent project.
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 13th May 2011 to 14th June 2011 was noted.
11/52
Future meetings
The next meeting of the Personnel Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 7th July 2011 at 7.00pm.

The next meeting of the Planning Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 7th July 2011 at 7.30pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 21st July 2011 at 7.30pm.
11/53
Exclusion of press and public

The Council resolved to exclude the press and Public from the remainder of the meeting due to confidential business. (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (2)).
11/54
Complaint
Members received the complaint from a resident as to the actions and behaviour or a Parish Councillor.


The Councillor that was subject of the complaint did not present any written comment with regard to the situation.


RESOLVED that the Parish Council will consider what action to take, if any, at the next meeting.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12pm.

Chairman

21st July 2011
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