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Minutes of the meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 17th MARCH 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.









 PRESENT

CHAIRMAN:
COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Anne Beale

Colin Dykes

Michael Edwards





Ron Mckay

Veronica Miller
Kay Ryder


Gill Tully

Laurie Wiebe
10/340
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillor John Harrison.

RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.
10/341
Chairman’s Announcements

None.
10/342
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th February 2011 were received.  

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th February 2011 be approved and confirmed;
10/343
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests



Councillor Veronica Miller declared a personal interest in items 10/354(a).

Councillor Laurie Wiebe declared a personal interest in item 10/354(a).


Councillor Anne Beale declared a personal interest in item 10/355(a). 
10/344
Progress report from the Clerk
Nothing to report 

10/345
Public Participation Session

None present.
10/346
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report


None received.  Apologies were received from District Councillor Brian Harker.
10/347
Property Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 3rd March 2011 were received.

Councillor Edwards had been unable to progress the investigation into chairs for the Parkinsons Society and requested it be deferred to the April meeting of the Parish Council.

RESOLVED that an update regarding specialised chairs for the Parkinsons Society be deferred to the Parish Council meeting to be held on 14th April 2011.
10/348
Personnel Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Personnel Committee held on 17th February 2011 were received and noted.
10/349
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters

(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00111
Proposal:
Change of use of land to accommodate a camping and touring park

Location:
Osea Leisure Park, Goldhanger Road, Heybridge

Support

Application No:
TCA/MAL/11/00160
Proposal:
Large 3 stemmed Willow - Crown lift by the removal of 4 lower limbs back to the collar, adjacent to and over the towpath.

Location:
Chelmer & Blackwater Navigation Towpath Adj To Elms Farm Park, Heybridge Approach, Heybridge

Support

Application No:
FUL/MAL/10/01100
Proposal:
Proposed open sided (Dutch) barn
Location:
Land At Bates Road, Maldon
	Support
Application No:
FUL/MAL/10/00800
Proposal:
Redevelopment Of The Site For A Mix Of Uses Comprising Bulky Goods Retail (A1 - 6,390 Sq M) And External Garden Centre, Hotel (C1), Restaurant (A3 - 445 Sq M) And Complementary Units Fronting The Causeway (A1/A2/B1 - 655 Sq M); Access, Servicing, Vehicle
Location:
The Causeway, Heybridge
Support


(b) Report from the Tree Warden
Nothing to report.
(c) Public Rights of Way Officer

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
(d) Flood Protection Grant
Funding was available for domestic properties in high risk flood areas to protect against flooding.  Members noted that properties at risk would not qualify if they were already behind a maintained flood defence.
RESOLVED that no properties be submitted for funding.

(e) Heybridge Approach
Following on from minute 10/316, Councillor Kay Ryder advised that the primary school where the young boy had attended had already arranged to plant a tree in the school playing field in memoriam.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council write to the primary school to offer a donation towards the tree.
10/350
Fingerpost with The Street and Hall Road
Following on from the grant application for the restoration, members were advised that English Heritage had visited the fingerpost and were unable to give 100% funding for the project.  It was noted that any works to restoring the fingerpost had not been budgeted for and sufficient funding was not available to progress the work.
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that he had spoken to the village trust who own the patch of grass opposite the fingerpost and they did not object to the post being moved to the grass as long as permission was granted from the highways authority.

RESOLVED that due to the lack of funding for the works required to the fingerpost, the Parish Council do not progress with the restoration of the post.

10/351
Heybridge Basin
Members were presented with a breakdown of all the costings relating to the village sign in Heybridge Basin.  There had been an article in the local paper covering the opening ceremony, however it was not mentioned that the Parish Council paid for the sign and will be responsible for its’ maintenance.
The Clerk advised that the annual insurance premium for the village sign was £12.76.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the Heybridge Basin Village sign be added to the Parish Council insurance policy at a cost of £12.76 per annum;

(ii) the Clerk advise the local paper that the Parish Council purchased the sign and would be responsible for it’s maintenance.

10/352
Proposed changes to the library service
In light of budget cuts, Essex County Council were reviewing the library provision within the County and were proposing changes in some areas.  It was noted that no changes were proposed for Heybridge except amendments to the timetable.
RESOLVED that as the provision was not being cut, members have no comment to make.

10/353
Annual Parish Meeting
As elections were to be held on 5th May 2011, the Annual Parish meeting could not be held between 28th March 2011 and 5th May 2011.  The Parish Council considered alternative dates to hold the meeting.
RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 19th May 2011 at 7.30pm, followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

10/354
Financial Matters
(a) 
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	Heybridge Neighbourhood Group
	£95.00
	Donation
	1371

	K Holland

	£156.00

	Use of Home as Office balance for tax year 2010/2011
	4801


	B Hall
	£32.82
	Reimbursement cost of repairs
	2401

	L Wiebe

	£48.42

	Reimbursement cost of items for Pancake Open day
	4702


	K Holland
	£40.00
	Mileage claim March 2011
	4601

	Mrs C Walker
	£57.96
	Reimbursement cost of ink cartridges
	4601

	Essex Pension Fund
	£140.29
	Pension Contribution for month March 2011
	3101

	H M Revenue & Customs
	£2,063.07
	Tax & NI re qtr January - March 2011
	3101

	EALC
	£91.50
	Publications
	4601

	K Locke
	£140.00
	Grounds Maintenance February 2011
	3001

	Viking Direct
	£89.72
	Stationery Supplies 
	4601

	Key Solutions
	£129.00
	Cost of fixing new External Exit Access Lock
	2401

	J M Martin
	£1,170.00
	Administrative Support January - March 2011
	4901

	D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Window Cleaning at Plantation Hall
	2401

	Essex Supplies UK Ltd
	£58.10
	Cleaning Supplies for Plantation Hall
	2501

	M & G Fire Protection

	£47.52

	Site Attendance Fee and Service Fire Extinguisher at Plantation Hall
	2401



RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Statement of Accounts

An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
10/355
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a)  
Working Groups

Events Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. L. Wiebe)
Thanks were extended to everyone who helped out at the pancake event, approximately £60.00 was raised.

A Viking re-enactment group had been arranged for the summer fete and ideas for the Parish Council stall were requested.  It was hoped that the fete would be self funding but a budget was required to secure various services before the fete.

RESOLVED that the working group be authorised to secure services for the summer fete to a maximum of £500.00.
Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)
Nothing to report.

Heybridge Herald Working Group (Lead Councillor - Cllr. M Edwards)
Nothing to report.
Heybridge Village Sign Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. A. Beale)
The designs for the Heybridge village sign had been on display during the pancake event and voting had taken place, there was no clear favourite.  Members asked for a design to be submitted from the person who designed the Heybridge Basin.
The designs would be displayed at the summer fete and a decision would be made following this public consultation.

Heybridge Youth Project Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. K. Ryder)
The Parish Council had been offered a 40 foot purpose made container from Southminster Town Council free of charge for storage.  The only cost to the Parish Council would be transporting it to Plantation Hall.
Concerns were raised regarding insurance implications, ongoing maintenance and the impact on staff.  It was suggested that interested members should visit the container and produce a report detailing all of the implications of inheriting it.
RESOLVED that a report be submitted to the Parish Council meeting on 14th April 2011 detailing all implications involved with accepting the container.

Risk Management Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M Edwards)

Nothing to report.
(b) Outside meetings/training events
Parish Passenger Transportation (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
The new bus service will start on 4th April and press coverage was hoped for 6th April.  The Assistant Clerk was producing letters publicising the service to the respondents of the survey undertaken by the Parish Council.
Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
Councillors Kay Ryder and Ron Mckay were unable to attend the meeting as they were present at a Parish Council meeting.
Mid Essex Area Forum

The final meeting of the forum had taken place.

Health Matters

The County Council have the legal right to request stakeholders correct any deficiencies.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr had spoken with the practice manager and lead GP at the Longfields surgery who confirmed that they would correct deficiencies if requested.

EALC
Nothing to report.
(c) 
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 14th February to 14th March was noted.
10/356
Future Meeting Dates

The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 31st March 2011 at 7.30pm.


The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 14th April 2011 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm.

Chairman

14 April 2011
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