HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the statutory annual meeting of the

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

held on THURSDAY 20 MAY 2010 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR MRS A M BEALE

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors C R Dykes, M R Edwards, C E P Gifford , J W Harrison, Mr R Mckay,

Mrs V G Miller, Kay Ryder, Miss G E Tully and Miss L E Wiebe

1. Election of Chairman

Councillors C E P Gifford and Prof L E Schnurr were nominated as Chairman of the Parish Council.
The Councillors voted by show of hands and five votes were cast for each candidate.  The Chairman exercised her casting vote in favour of Councillor C E P Gifford.  

RESOLVED that Councillor C E P Gifford be elected as Chairman of Heybridge Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year.

2.
Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
Councillor C E P Gifford made the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman.

3.
Apologies for absence.


None.

4.
Appointment of Vice-Chairman

Councillors M R Edwards and Prof L E Schnurr were nominated as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.

The Councillors voted by show of hands and it was 
RESOLVED that Councillor Prof L E Schnurr be appointed Vice Chairman of Heybridge Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year.
5.
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 22 April 2010 were received.


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 22 April 2010 be approved and confirmed.

6.
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests, and indications of public participation.

None.
7.
Property Management Committee

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 29 April 2010 was received, the Minutes having been circulated.

The Chairman of the Committee reported that further to minute 289, 3(b)(i) – the public toilet at Heybridge Basin was due to be removed on 21 May 2010.  The Chairman of the Committee advised that there was an indication in the orignal property transfer agreement between Maldon District Council and Heybridge Parish Council that there would be a continued arrangement for public conveniences at the Basin.  However, the Solicitor at Maldon District Council advised that there was no duty to provide a public toilet.  It was noted that public conveniences can be leased for approx £14,000 per annum.
Further to minute 292 – King George V Playing Field – Play Area, Councillor Kay Ryder advised that Steve Krolzig of Maldon District Council will be providing a full quote for replacement play equipment.  It was agreed that alternative quotes from other sources would need to be obtained. 
8.
Appointment of committees and working groups

RESOLVED 

(i) Property Management Committee

that the Property Management Committee reverts to the original membership of five parish councillors and the Chairman of the Parish Council ex-officio non-voting.
and that Councillors M R Edwards, J W Harrison, R Mckay, Kay Ryder and Miss G A Tully be appointed for the ensuing municipal year.

(ii) Ad Hoc Budget Working Group

It was agreed that this item be deferred to the next Parish Council meeting on 24 June 2010 following consultation with the new Clerk.

(iii) that the following appointments be made to internal working groups:

Heybridge Herald – Councillors C Gifford, M R Edwards and Mrs V Miller with Councillor Prof L E Schnurr in a consultant capacity.
Remembrance Sunday – Councillors Miss Tully and Prof L Schnurr.

Risk Management – Councillors M Edwards, C E P Gifford, Kay Ryder and Mr R Mckay.
Play Equipment – Councillors Kay Ryder, Mr R Mckay and C E P Gifford.

Heybridge Youth Project - Councillors Kay Ryder and Mr R Mckay.

Events – Councillors Mrs Beale, C R Dykes, Mr R Mckay and Kay Ryder.

(iv) that the new Events  Working Group be given a general brief to research, identify and organise activities in the village and to report further at the next meeting.
9.
Special meeting of the Property Management Committee

The meeting was adjourned briefly to enable a special meeting of the Property Management Committee to be held to elect its Chairman.

The Parish Council meeting was then resumed.
10.
Appointments and representation on outside bodies

RESOLVED that the following appointments be confirmed (substitutes to be arranged as required at the time):

Parish Passenger Transport Representatives Meeting – Councillor Prof L E Schnurr 

Elms Farm Park Friends Group – Councillor Kay Ryder 



Mid Essex Area Forum– Councillor Prof L E Schnurr

Health Matters watching brief (incl. liaison with PCT) – Councillor Prof 

L E Schnurr

Essex Association of Local Councils – Annual Meeting for Maldon District – Councillor Prof L E Schnurr 
It was agreed to defer consideration of the appointment to the Parishes Transportation Group until later in the meeting.
11.
To receive reports from District Councillors and also Police and other emergency services if present.


Apologies received from District Councillor A R Cheshire.

12.
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters 

(a)
Planning Applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
HOUSE/MAL/10/00318
     Heybridge West

Proposed single storey rear extension

129 Heywood Way, Heybridge

Ms V Hopkins

Support
	HOUSE/MAL/10/00325
	Heybridge East 
	

	The erection of a garden shed, summer house and pergola.

9 Stebbens Way Heybridge Essex CM9 4PU

Mr Charles Yeo

Support

	HOUSE/MAL/10/00362
	Heybridge West 
	

	Proposed first floor bedroom extension and alterations to existing conservatory

Hillview 38 Holloway Road Heybridge Maldon

Mr Christopher Surgett

Support


ESS.02/10/MAL

     Maldon North


Fencing details required under condition 3


Green Recycling Ltd., Quayside Industrial Estate, Maldon

(consultation by Essex County Council)


Support
(b)  Approach from the County Council on the utilisation of funds for the provision of tactile paving road crossings and cycle parking facilities in Heybridge;

Councillors agreed to send recommendations through the Clerk in preparation for discussion and decision at the next Parish Council meeting on 24 June 2010.

(c)  Essex and South Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan – consultation by Environment Agency 

Councillor Prof L E Schnurr advised that the parish is classed as a priority until 2050 for safeguarding against flood risk.
Councillors agreed that a letter of support for the plan should be sent.
(d)  Maldon Central Area Action Plan Scoping Report for Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment – consultation by Maldon District Council. 
Councillors agreed to send any comments to the Clerk by 11 June 2010, who will then pass the comments to Maldon District Council.
(e)  Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer.


No reports received.
13.
Financial Matters

(a)
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –

	K Locke
	£189.92
	Grounds Maintenance Month April 2010
	3001

	123Connect.Co.Uk
	£198.28
	Website amendments
	1202

	Elecom (Europe) Ltd
	£1384.63
	Street Lighting Repairs – Chapel Lane and Harfred Avenue
	3601

	Mr A Baker
	£20.00
	Reimburse – Neighbourhood Watch sign Heywood Way
	1202

	Konica Minolta
	£80.64
	Photocopier Hire and copy charge - Plantation Hall
	4601

	Konica Minolta
	£69.23
	Photocopier Hire  - Clerks Home
	4601

	Anglian Water
	£189.43
	Sewerage Services – Plantation Hall
	2201

	OCS Group UK Ltd
	£442.32
	Plantation hall medical waste/sanitary disposal services
	2201

	Essex & Suffolk Water
	£143.50
	Water Services – Plantation Hall
	2201

	NALC
	£156.00
	Local Council Review subscription
	2201


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
 (b)  Final Statement of Accounts 2009/10

The final Income and Expenditure Account including balance sheet and supporting papers for 2009/10 had previously been circulated.

RESOLVED that the final statement of accounts for 2009/10 as appended to these Minutes be approved and adopted.
(c)  Insurance arrangements – renewal of policy for 2010/11 
Details of renewal prices from Aviva and AON (existing insurers) were received.  It was noted that a comparison cover had been undertaken by the Clerk and the offer of Aviva was clearly advantageous with the option of further discount for a three year renewal.  

RESOLVED that the renewal price submitted by Aviva - £3196.01 for a three year contract from 1 June 2010 be accepted.

(d)  Request for funding – Heybridge In Bloom Competition 2010 
The report of Councillors Mrs V G Miller and Miss L E Wiebe was considered.

RESOLVED

(i) that £60.00 would be donated as prizes to the Heybridge in Bloom competition.

(ii) That £30.00 would be donated towards thank you gifts for the judges.

13.
Financial Matters (continued)

(e)  Parishes Transportation Group – annual subscription 
The report of Councillor J W Harrison was considered .

RESOLVED 
(i) that the annual subscription of £100.00 be renewed.
(ii) that Councillor J W Harrison would remain as representative of the Parishes Transportation Group.
14.
Reports from Parish Council Representatives

(a)  Outside meetings/training events
Councillor Prof L Schnurr advised that he had submitted a report to the Clerk.  The Clerk advised that he had not received the report but was experiencing difficulties with his email connection.  This would be circulated afresh to Councillors.
(b)  Working Groups

The Heybridge Herald is currently being put together and articles are awaited.

The uniformed associations are being assembled in preparation of the Remembrance Sunday service.

The Risk Management group advised that they will have something to present at the next meeting.

15.
Provision of Allotments

Councillors considered the expressions of interest and a brief discussion ensued regarding possible sites for allotments.  It was noted that the Parish Council had not  to date been able to identify suitable or available land.
RESOLVED that a press release would be issued to the local papers and that reference be made in the Heybridge Herald.
Councillor Prof L E Schnurr volunteered to write the above press release.
16.
Other consultations/notifications

(a) EALC Events:

Health and Safety Course 22 June 2010 - £75.00

Budget and Precept Course 30 June 2010 - £36.00

National Training Packages

RESOLVED that Councillors Kay Ryder and Mr R Mckay be authorised to attend the Health and Safety Course on 22 June 2010.

It was agreed that details of the National Training Package and the possibility of ‘in house’ training courses being provided be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

Before the next item of business, Councillor Mrs Beale showed her appreciation and gratitude on behalf of the Parish Council for the outgoing Clerk, Stuart Jennings as this was his last meeting. 

17.
Exclusion of Press and Public

RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960.


The outgoing Clerk, Stuart Jennings, left the meeting at this point.
18.
Staffing Matters

Members received the report of the Vice-Chairman regarding the arrangements for the outgoing Clerk.  Although the Clerk would cease official duties at the end of the month, there was further work to be done as part of an efficient handover.  It was therefore proposed that Mr Jennings be retained for a further short period to complete this work.
RESOLVED that the report and the recommendation within it be accepted.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm.

Chairman

24 June 2010
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