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Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.



PRESENT

Chairman:
Michael Edwards
Vice Chairman:
Prof Lew Schnurr

Councillors:
Paula Blackburn
Kay Ryder
Gill Tully




11/164
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. John Harrison and Ron Mckay.


RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.

11/165
Chairman’s Announcements

Cllr. Michael Edwards advised that he would be absent from the December meeting of the Parish Council.

11/166
Minutes

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th October 2011 were received.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th October 2011 be approved and confirmed.

11/167
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests
None.

11/168
Public Participation session

The following members of the public expressed their interest in becoming members of the Parish Council:


Mr Richard Perry

Ms Tina Gentry


Mrs June Crozier

11/169
Progress report from the Clerk

Following on from minute 11/153 (c), the Clerk informed members of previous donations made to the Heybridge Women’s Institute.


A letter of thanks had been received from Heybridge Primary School for the donation towards a memorial mosaic.

11/170
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report



Apologies were received from District Councillor Miriam Lewis.


District Councillor Brian Harker was present and advised members on the following items:

· Green Waste Collection – costs for this service were £69,000 per year and an average of ten people per pick up use the service at the 39 locations.
· Heybridge Basin Toilets – There may be some budget available from Maldon District Council to put towards a new facility in Heybridge Basin.
· Hall Road – There was a discovery of a large cannabis factory, however no further information had come to light  Further information was given regarding the noise complaints that had been reported at the previous meeting.
· Flooding in the gardens of Coopers Avenue and Wagtail Drive – the ditches and watercourses responsible had been identified and the homeowners have been asked to clear the ditches.
PC Kerry Rose was present and gave a brief report on crime in the parish.  There had been reports of catalytic converters being stolen from motor vehicles.  Crime in the Maldon District is lower than expected.

The parish would receive a new Neighbourhood Constable in March 2012.

11/171
Parish Council assets/events/publications/projects

(a)  
Property Matters – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards

Following the completion of the fire risk assessment, the contractor recommended that a magnet be fitted to the main hall door at a cost of £547.00 plus VAT.  The contractor also recommended that seals should be added to the fire door in the caretakers room.


The street lighting contractor had provided a quotation for fluorescent light fittings and diffusers that were required.

The roof to the Claydon Room had been damaged and required repair.


Ratification was requested for the street lighting maintenance from A & J Lighting and for the replacement fridge for the Claydon Room.


Members considered installing a grit bin and supply rock salt for the car park at Plantation Hall.

A security audit had been completed.


RESOLVED that 

(i) a magnet is not required to the main hall door, the hook shall be removed and hirers will be advised to keep the door shut at all times;

(ii) quotations be obtained for seals to the fire door in the caretakers room;

(iii) the quotation of £123.60 from A & J Lighting for the fluorescent light fitting and diffusers be approved;

(iv) the quotation of £250.00 plus VAT from Blackwater Roofing Ltd for the repair of the roof to the Claydon Room be approved subject to providing a 1 year warranty on the work;

(v) the expenditure of £210.60 for street light maintenance be ratified;

(vi) the invoice of £89.99 for a replacement fridge in the Claydon Room be ratified;

(vii) agreement in principle be given to installing a grit bin, further costings were required.

(b)  
Heybridge Herald – Leading Councillor – Gill Tully
Articles were awaited from members.
(c)  
Risk Management – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards
Nothing to report.

(d)  
Footpath Signage – Leading Councillor - Kay Ryder
Nothing to report.

(e)  
Daisy Meadow Car Park – Leading Councillor – Prof. Lew Schnurr
Members considered a complaint from a resident against the courtesy spaces in the car park, a letter was also received from John Whittingdale MP.

Further to Standing Order 14, the Chairman proposed that the order of business be changed and the consideration of the toilets at Heybridge Basin be the next item to be heard.

Following on from minute 11/170, members discussed providing a public convenience in Heybridge Basin.




RESOLVED that 

(i) the courtesy spaces at Daisy Meadow car park be left for a further year;

(ii) after this time a proposal regarding marking out spaces and charging arrangements will be considered by the Parish Council;
(iii) that the installation of a new toilet facility in Heybridge Basin be agreed in principle.
(f)  
Park Rangers – Leading Councillor – Kay Ryder
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

(g) Remembrance Sunday
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

11/172
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
(i)
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00868
Proposal:
Installation of solar PV roofs
Location:
Bentalls Shopping Centre, Colchester Road
Support
(ii)
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00890

Proposal:
Proposed additional warehouse to support existing business, replacing recently demolished building.

Location:
Blackwater Trading Estate, The Causeway, Maldon

No Comment
(iii)
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00917

Proposal:
Part conversion of existing single garage to habitable room

Location:
1 Ten Acre Approach, Heybridge
Support

(b) Report from the Tree Warden
Nothing to report.
(c) Public Rights of Way Officer
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

(d) Pedestrian Crossing a Heybridge Approach

A letter was received from the Highways Panel requesting confirmation that the   

controlled crossing remain on the reserve list.  Members were unsure of where the request related to.

RESOLVED that clarification be sought as to whether the proposal is in Maldon or in Heybridge.
(e)  
Green Waste Collection
The District Council had considered removing the green waste Saturday service due to increasing costs.  A petition from a neighbouring Parish Councillor and other local Parish Councils had opposed the removal of the service.
It was noted that the District Council were reviewing the termination of the service and a final decision would be made in February 2012.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council write to Maldon District Council supporting the continuation of the Saturday green waste collection.
(f)  
Olympic Torch event

The Olympic torch would be passing through Heybridge on 6th July 2012.
RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the December meeting of the Parish Council.
(g) Highways Panel

A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

(h) Parish Emergency Report

A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
11/173
Consultations

Members received the consultation paper on the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations and Community Infrastructure Levy.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the December meeting of the Parish Council.

11/174
Financial Matters

(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	C Walker
	£89.99
	Reimbursement re  cost of fridge for Plantation Hall
	2501

	C Walker
	£203.28
	Reimbursement re  cost of folding tables from Go Pak
	

	The Poppy Appeal
	£50.00
	Poppy Wreath and Donation
	1371

	CPRE
	£29.00
	Annual Membership
	3301

	C Walker
	£86.44
	Reimbursement re cost of toner cartridge
	4601

	K Holland

	£83.65

	Reimbursement re mileage and mobile phone invoice for month October 2011
	4601


	Konica Minolta
	£62.39
	Photocopier costs
	4601

	Stephensons of Essex Ltd
	£520.00

	Bus Service for month of October 2011

	1375


	Turpin

	£255.60

	Inspection and electrical test re wiring at Plantation Hall
	2401


	A & J Lighting Solutions
	£210.60

	Repairs to Street Lighting, light 18 & 19 Harferd Avenue 
	3601


	Anglian Water
	£215.40
	Sewerage Charge - half yearly instalment
	2201

	Essex & Suffolk Water
	£185.64

	Water Charge - half yearly instalment

	2201


	Reece Productions Ltd
	£55.20

	Hire PA System for Rememberance Service

	3301


	K Locke
	£344.23
	Grounds Maintenance re month October 2011
	3001

	Fibrewifi

	£307.00

	Installation and 1 year subscription fee - broadband service
	1202/3301


	Essex Supplies (UK) Ltd
	£71.08


	Cleaning supplies for Plantation Hall

	

	M&G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd
	£124.80

	Service of fire alarm

	


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Statement of Accounts
An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
(c)  
Request for financial assistance
Following on from minute 11/153(c), members considered donating to the Heybridge Women’s Institute.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council donate £80.00 to the Heybridge Women’s Institute.

(d) Salvation Army donation
A donation to the Salvation Army was considered as the band played music at the Remembrance Day service.  

RESOLVED that the Parish Council donate £50.00 to the Salvation Army.
11/175
Reports from Parish Council representatives on outside committees

Parish Passenger Transportation Representatives meeting (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
A report had been requested regarding the 288 service as not enough people were using it.

Elms Farm Park Friends Group & Oak Tree Meadow (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
Nothing to report.
Health Matters (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)

The PCT had refused to receive submissions from private developers.
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 17th October 2011 to 11th November 2011 was noted.
11/176
Future meetings
The next meeting of the Planning Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 1st December 2011 at 7.30pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 15th December 2011 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

Chairman

15th December 2011
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