
[image: image1.png]Heybridge Parish Council




Minutes of the meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 18th NOVEMBER 2010 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.









 PRESENT

CHAIRMAN:
COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Anne Beale

Colin Dykes

Michael Edwards


Ron Mckay

Kay Ryder

Gill Tully

10/174
Apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Councillors Veronica Miller, John Harrison and Laurie Wiebe.

RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.


10/175
Chairman’s Announcements.
The special meeting of the Parish Council to set the precept will be held on Wednesday 12th January 2011 at 7.30pm in The Claydon Room.
Thanks were given to Councillor Colin Dykes and his wife along with Councillor Gill Tully for their help with the Remembrance Service.

10/176
Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st October 2010 were received.  
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st October 2010 be approved and confirmed.
10/177
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr declared a personal interest in item 10/187, the payments schedule.
10/178
Progress report from the Clerk
10/151 - The problem with road sweepers had been reported to the District Council, the contractors have been advised.


10/160(a) – The Clerk explained the insurance implications for storing a container at Plantation Hall.
10/179
Public Participation Session

None present.

10/180
District Councillors Report


A report having been circulated with the agenda was received.
· Heybridge Hall appeal allowed.
· Maldon District Council cuts could be a Parish Council opportunity to take on services.

· Lock Hill and Everest Way appeal decisions due by this month and Christmas respectively. 

· Tesco 'free' Bus - currently available on the 90 service twice an hour on presentation of a Tesco Club Card only, therefore no under 18's. Maldon District Council looking at the wording of the 106 with a view to taking enforcement action.

· The Parish Council website does not have the minutes of the last meeting

· Agendas on the website are pointless if no supporting information.

· Agendas and minutes for the Parish Council had not been received by the District Councillor.

The Clerk advised the Parish Council of the following:

(i) Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting are not published on the website until they had been approved by full Council;

(ii) The legal obligation on the Parish Council is to publish a public notice advising the date and time of meetings.  The agenda was published so that residents are aware what will be discussed and can then decide whether they would like to attend.  Adding the accompanying papers to the website would take considerable time and the Parish Council is not legally obligated to do so;
(iii) The Clerk was unaware that the District Councillors were to receive agendas and minutes of previous meetings, and did not have their email addresses.

RESOLVED that

(i) accompanying papers to the agenda are not to be published on the website;

(ii) the Clerk email all District Councillors to ascertain whether they would be interested in receiving agendas and minutes of the Parish Council via email.
10/181
Property Management Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 4th November 2010 were received.

Members discussed the courtesy spaces for residents at Daisy Meadow car park.  This issue had been brought to the Parish Council the previous year by the residents who did not have any public access to their properties apart from a footpath that was less than one metre wide.


A complaint from a resident against the courtesy spaces was received by the Parish Council.

A discussion followed including levying a charge for the spaces, levying a charge to all users of the car park and preparing a business case for potential uses for the car park.

Councillor Ron Mckay left the meeting, 8.10pm 

Councillor Ron Mckay returned to the meeting, 8.12pm.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the spaces be left for a further year whilst a working party was set up to investigate possible uses of the car park;
(ii) the formation of a working group be deferred to the Parish Council meeting on 16th December 2010;
(iii) the appointment of members to the working group be deferred to the Parish Council meeting on 16th December 2010.
10/182
Committees

A report was received from Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr regarding the terms of reference of both the personnel and budget committees.

Members discussed the constitution of both committees.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the terms of reference for the personnel committee be approved;

(ii) Councillor Michael Edwards be appointed onto the personnel committee;

(iii) The terms of reference for the budget committee be approved;
(iv) Councillor Kay Ryder be appointed onto the budget committee.

10/183
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
Application No:
FUL/MAL/10/00800
Proposal:
Redevelopment Of The Site For A Mix Of Uses Comprising Bulky Goods Retail (A1 - 6,390 Sq M) And External Garden Centre, Hotel (C1), Restaurant (A3 - 445 Sq M) And Complementary Units Fronting The Causeway (A1/A2/B1 - 655 Sq M); Access, Servicing, Vehicle
Location:
The Causeway, Heybridge
NO COMMENT
Application No:
ADV/MAL/10/00975

Proposal:
Temporary direction sign advertising a development site

Location:
Land At The End Of Battle Rise, Heybridge

NO COMMENT

Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/10/00856

Proposal:
Single storey extension to provide an entrance hall, bedroom and bathroom suitable for a wheelchair user, along with external ramped access.

Location:
2 Springfield Cottages, Heybridge

SUPPORT
(b) Report from the Tree Warden
The trees in Lawling Avenue are controlled by Essex County Council, any damage needs to be reported direct to the County Council.

The overhanging conifers at Daisy Meadow car park needed further investigation.  Further reports would be brought to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

The overgrown trees at The Roothings were infringing a public right of way which is controlled by Essex County Council.  Councillor Michael Edwards agreed to speak to Dave Taylor at Maldon District Council.

(c)  
Public Rights of Way Officer.
Further to the report submitted to the Parish Council in July for four fingerposts and two tombstones, approval was requested to authorise payment of these items.  The expenditure would be reimbursed from Essex County Council and Maldon District Council. 
RESOLVED that the payment be authorised once confirmation was received from Maldon District Council that they would reimburse the Parish Council.
(d) Bus Service to West Heybridge
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that funding had been secured from Essex County Council for a bus service to West Heybridge for one year.
The Parish Council must ensure the statutory requirements are adhered to, Essex County Council will be approached for legal advice and support.

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised the Parish Council of the negotiations taking place, such as surplus funding, charge from the bus operator and profit generated from the fares.
Once the contracts are signed and sealed, the Parish Council has to wait 56 days before the service can commence.

Councillor Anne Beale thanked Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr for his hard work with regard to this service.

RESOLVED that Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be authorised to continue with negotiations.

(e)  
Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment

The assessment required sites to be submitted where surface water was an issue.

Councillor Laurie Wiebe offered to look into the item and refer her findings to the officer at Essex County Council, in her role as Parish Emergency Co-ordinator.

RESOLVED that Councillor Laurie Wiebe compile a list of sites and forward them to the County Council.
(f)  
Address signage
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received.

Members noted that some areas were missing from the report.  Details of the missing signage would be forwarded to Councillor John Harrison for inclusion.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 16th December 2010.

(g) Tactile Crossings and Cycle Parking
The Parish Council had been requested to mark out on maps where tactile crossings and cycle parking would be preferred.  Members requested the Clerk enquire the time limit for submitting the maps.
RESOLVED that Councillors Michael Edwards and Prof Lew Schnurr mark out the maps and submit them to Maldon District Council.

10/184
Fingerpost with The Street and Hall Road
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised members that the patch of grass opposite the fingerpost was owned by a village trust.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr will meet with the chief trustee to discuss the implications of moving the fingerpost.
RESOLVED that 

(i) Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be given authority to continue with the discussions;

(ii) this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 16th December 2010.
10/185
Heybridge Basin

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that he had not yet heard back from the officer at Maldon District Council but did advise that the rating structure is under review and may be subject to change.
RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 16th December 2010.

10/186
Financial Matters
(a) 
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	Essex & Suffolk Water

	£162.41

	Half yearly charge re water at Plantation Hall 

	2201


	Anglian Water

	£198.04

	Half yearly charge re sewerage at Plantation Hall 

	2201


	Elecom (Europe) Ltd

	£251.31

	Street Lighting repairs

	3601


	EALC

	£180.00

	Cost of provision of courses on 10 & 16 November 2010
	4601


	K Locke

	£185.00

	Grounds maintenance fee re October 2010

	3001


	123 Connect.co.uk

	£132.19

	Web design amendments

	1202


	Scholey Telecommunications Associates Ltd

	£1,286.64

	Provision of Computers, Media and Wifi equipment

	4501


	Royal British Legion

	£50.00

	Poppy Wreath invoice & Donation

	1371


	Banjo Electro-Mech Ltd

	£61.80

	Lamp provision at Plantation Hall

	2501


	Pro-Teq Surfacing (UK) Ltd
	£1,292.50

	Surfacing Plantation Hall Play Equipment area

	3501


	Audit Commission
	£669.75
	2010 Annual Audit Fee
	3301

	Key Solutions

	£385.00

	Supply & Fit Exit Push Bar to entrance door Plantation Hall
	2401


	R B Sutton & Associates

	£146.88

	Professional Fees re sale of land

	3701


	Konica Minolta Business Solutions

	£61.10

	Photocopy costs 

	4601



Members noted the payment to R B Sutton Associates regarding the sale of the land at the front of 109 Basin Road.  There was uncertainty regarding the deed to the land.  Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that he would pursue the matter.

RESOLVED that 
(i)  
the above accounts be approved for payment;
(ii)
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be given authority to pursue the deed to the land in front of 109 Basin Road.

(b) Statement of Accounts

An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
Councillor Michael Edwards advised that the Property Management Committee were hoping to implement two projects, the decoration of the main hall and the replacement/refurbishment of the curtains to the main hall.  These projects combined would total approximately £4000.  Clarification was sought as to which budget head to use.

Councillor Kay Ryder noted that the Parish Council had budgeted £3000 towards costs for the park rangers provided by Maldon District Council.  The Parish Council were willing to contribute towards the service but it may be that the District Council will cease their duties.

RESOLVED that the two projects to the Property Management Committee could be allocated to code 1392, other projects.
(c)  
Cenotaph Cleaning
Members were advised that during the preparations for the Remembrance Service, it was identified that the Cenotaph needed steam cleaning at a cost of £50.00.  The Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, agreed to the request under delegated power.

RESOLVED that the expenditure of £50.00 for steam cleaning the Cenotaph be ratified.

(d) Maldon War Memorial appeal

The Rotary Club were asking for donations towards new plaques to be placed behind the current war memorial.  Over one hundred servicemen from Heybridge and Maldon are not included on any other memorial.
Councillor Michael Edwards left the meeting, 9.30pm 

Councillor Michael Edwards returned to the meeting, 9.31pm.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council donate £200.00 to the Maldon War Memorial appeal.

(e)  
Salvation Army donation
Members were advised that the Salvation Army band played music at the Remembrance Day service.  A donation was suggested to show the Parish Council’s appreciation.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council donate £50.00 to the Salvation Army. 

(f)  
Request for financial assistance
A request was received from the 1st Heybridge Brownies for financial assistance in purchasing camp beds for twenty four Brownies.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council donate £200.00 to the 1st Heybridge Brownies.

10/187
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a)  
Working Groups

Events Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. L. Wiebe)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)
Nothing to report.

Heybridge Herald Working Group (Lead Councillor - Cllr. M Edwards)
Nothing to report.

Heybridge Village Sign Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. A. Beale)
It was suggested that a press release be sent to the local papers to publicise the designs for the village sign.  It was also suggested that the working group contact Tesco to request in-store publicity.

RESOLVED that the working group approach the local papers and Tesco to publicise that village sign designs.

Heybridge Youth Project Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. K. Ryder)
Councillor Michael Edwards advised that he along with the Assistant Clerk had investigated accommodating the youth project within the main hall.  The current availability was the first and second Friday of every month.

Councillor Kay Ryder thanked Councillor Michael Edwards for investigating the availability of the main hall.

The youth club had been ten years in the making and is now very successful.  The Claydon Room and the meeting room are no longer adequate for the group.

The project is a non profit organisation supported by the Police and Maldon District Council.

Councillor Ron Mckay advised that he had spoken to a company regarding a container for storage, there was a possibility that one may be available in a few months.

Councillor Ron Mckay expressed his disgust with the Parish Council regarding the procrastination regarding the youth club, no justice has been served to the youth of Heybridge.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council look in the medium to long term to attempt to negotiate arrangements to accommodate the youth club within the main hall. 

Remembrance Sunday Working Group (Lead Councillor – Councillor Gill Tully)

The service was a great success with approximately 200 people attending.  Thanks were extended to Councillors Michael Edwards, Clive Gifford and Lew Schnurr.
There were some issues that had to be tackled, mainly availability of all the organisations to plan the event.  Councillor Gill Tully also expressed her disappointment regarding the low turnout of Parish Councillors.
Risk Management Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M Edwards)

Nothing to report.
(b) Outside meetings/training events
Parish Passenger Transportation (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that the information had been provided within the bus report, see minute 10/183 (d).

Parishes Transportation Group (Rep Cllr J Harrison)

No report had been received and Councillor John Harrison was absent from the meeting.

Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
No meetings had taken place.
Mid Essex Area Forum/Health Matters/EALC

The last forum concentrated on the mineral sites and the assessment of health inequalities in Heybridge and the surrounding parishes.  
Health Matters (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)
A submission had been received from Maldon District Council insisting the fourth option of the new build site for the hospital be accepted.  The District Council will contribute planning, land etc, to last seventy years instead of the proposed ten years.
EALC (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)

Nothing to report.
(c)  
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 20th October 2010 to 10th November 2010 was noted.
10/188
Consultations/Notifications

A report was received from the Clerk regarding the Employment Issues training she had attended.
10/189
Future Meeting Dates

The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 2nd December 2010 at 7.30pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 16th December 2010 at 7.30pm.

10/190
Exclusion of press and public

The Council resolved to exclude the press and Public from the remainder of the meeting due to confidential business. (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (2)).

10/191
Complaint


Members received the complaint letter regarding a Parish Councillor.


RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 16th December 2010.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.15 pm.

Chairman

16 December 2010
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