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Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on THURSDAY 20th OCTOBER 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.



PRESENT

Chairman:
Michael Edwards
Vice Chairman:
Prof Lew Schnurr

Councillors:
Paula Blackburn
Ron Mckay
Kay Ryder

Gill Tully




11/140
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr. John Harrison.


RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.
11/141
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman advised members that the Assistant Clerk’s resignation had been received.

11/142
Minutes

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd September 2011 were received.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd September 2011 be approved and confirmed.

11/143
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests
None.

11/144
Public Participation session

The following members of the public expressed their interest in becoming members of the Parish Council:


Mr Richard Perry

Mr Steven Foster

Mr Mark Burmby


Ms Tina Gentry


Mrs June Crozier


The applicant of planning application number FUL/MAL/11/00794 spoke regarding the flooding issues and advised members that the Environment Agency believed that there was no flooding issues with the site.

11/145
Progress report from the Clerk

Nothing to report.
11/146
Constitution of the planning committee


The planning committee meeting that was due to be held on 6th October had not had a quorum and was consequently cancelled.

RESOLVED that 

(i)  
the planning committee terms of reference be amended to 5 members plus the Chairman of the Parish Council in an ex officio non voting capacity;

(ii)  
Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr be appointed onto the planning committee.

11/147
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report



Apologies were received from District Councillors Alan Cheshire and Bryan Harker.  A report from District Councillor Bryan Harker was tabled.


District Councillor Anne Beale was present and advised members that the Environment Agency and Anglian Water had produced a report on the flooding issue in Wagtail Drive.

A noise complaint had been received from a resident of Hall Road regarding the Greens Recycling site, Essex County Council and the Environment Agency will shortly be conducting a site visit.

11/148
Parish Council assets/events/publications/projects

(a)  
Property Matters – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards 

Ratification was requested for the expenditure of £130.00 for the new door closer to the front door of Plantation Hall.
The annual service of the heating system at Plantation Hall had taken place at a cost of £264.77.

A request had been received from Kingdom Life Revival Ministries to continue paying village rates for their Sunday morning booking.

A request had been received from the Heybridge Youth Project to use the meeting room within their booking at no additional cost.

Two new folding tables for the main hall had been requested at a cost of £90.00 each.

Further to minute 11/130(a) (v), members were advised that the Public Rights of Way Officer at Essex County Council, Matthew Hodgkinson, did not object to siting the bench where the dog toilet is currently located.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the expenditure of £130.00 for the new door closer to the front door of Plantation Hall be ratified;
(ii) the expenditure of £264.77 for the annual service of the heating system at Plantation Hall be approved;

(iii) the request from Kingdom Life Revival Ministries to continue paying village rates for their Sunday morning booking be approved, subject to a review by 30th June 2012;

(iv) the request from Heybridge Youth Project to utilise the meeting room at no extra cost be approved, subject to review by 31st January 2012;

(v) the purchase of two new folding tables at a cost of £90.00 per table be approved;

(vi) the bench currently in storage be sited in place of the dog toilet, following its removal, at a cost of £360.00.
(b) Heybridge Herald – Leading Councillor – Gill Tully
Cllr. Gill Tully and Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr hope to have the edition published in time for Christmas 2011.  Members were asked for articles for inclusion.
(c)  
Risk Management – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards
The fire risk action plan was currently being reviewed and various quotations were being obtained.
Two 5mph speed restriction signs were requested for the entrance of Plantation Hall car park.

RESOLVED that the purchase a two 5mph speed restriction signs for the entrance to Plantation Hall car park at a cost of £12.00 each be approved.

(d) Footpath Signage – Leading Councillor - Kay Ryder
Cllrs. Kay Ryder and Gill Tully would submit ideas for the names of the footpaths identified to the next meeting of the Parish Council.  These could then be put in the Heybridge Herald for the residents to choose.
(e)  
Daisy Meadow Car Park – Leading Councillor – Prof. Lew Schnurr
Quotations were still awaited for the installation of yellow lines.  The complimentary residents’ only spaces were due for review at the next Parish Council meeting.

(f)  
Park Rangers – Leading Councillor – Kay Ryder

No report was received from the park rangers, Cllr. Kay Ryder was asked to submit a report to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

(g) Remembrance Sunday

Members received a report regarding the arrangements for the Remembrance Sunday event.

11/149
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
Application No:
ADV/MAL/11/00783
Proposal:
Retrospective advertisement consent for the re-branding of existing Netto Foodstore to Asda Supermarket
Location:
Netto Supermarket, Bentalls Shopping Centre, Colchester Road, Heybridge
Support
Application No:
WTPO/MAL/11/00849
Proposal:

TPO 3/88 Group 1 - (T1 and T2  on application) Lime - Reduce crown by 25% and crown lift to 4m. Remove epicormic and deadwood over 30mm diameter.
Location:
Bentalls Complex, Colchester Road, Heybridge
Support
Application No:
TCA/MAL/11/00878
Proposal:

Various works to trees - Please refer to supporting information.

Location:
Chelmer And Blackwater Navigation, Lock Hill, Heybridge
Application not relevant as not part of Heybridge parish, application is in Langford & Ulting.
(b) Application FUL/MAL/11/00794

Further information regarding flooding of the site had been presented to the Parish Council.  

RESOLVED that the Parish Council submit the additional comment to the District Council – Objection stands as the proposed dwellings are inconsistent with the area and street scene.

(c)  
Report from the Tree Warden
Nothing to report.
(d) Public Rights of Way Officer
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

(e)  
Highways Panel

A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  Members were advised that the complaint from a resident regarding accessing drop kerbs with a mobility scooter had not been submitted to the Panel.  It was now being looked into.

(f)  
Installation of a dog waste bin at The Roothings amenity area

Members received a proposal to install a dog waste bin at The Roothings amenity area.  As there was already a dog waste bin at this site members did not believe another was needed.
RESOLVED that no further action be taken.

11/150
Heybridge Youth Project
A request was received to make a wall mural made of mosaic tiles in the main hall and to erect a notice board to show forthcoming events and display the childrens work.
RESOLVED that the idea be supported in principle pending a detailed report of the proposals.

11/151
Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons

To commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee in June 2012, Parish Councils were being invited to light beacons on 4th June 2012.
RESOLVED that the information be noted.

11/152
New Twinning Society – Maldon and Brest (Belarus)

Members received information on the proposal to twin Maldon with Brest in Belarus.
11/153
Financial Matters
(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	J M Martin
	£24.43
	Reimbursement re  postage costs
	4601

	Cash
	£134.63
	Reimbursement of petty cash accounts - Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Admin Support
	4601

	K Holland 
	£38.76
	Reimbursement re  telephone and mileage claim for month October 2011
	4601

	Essex Pension Service
	£160.29
	Pension contribution re staff for month October 2011
	3101

	Reeve & Son (Maldon) Ltd
	£130.00
	Door Closer at Plantation Hall
	2401

	D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Window clean at Plantation Hall
	2401

	Maldon District Council
	£4,415.76
	Grounds Maintenance re quarter July - Sept 2011
	3001

	Viking
	£40.87
	Stationery supplies
	4601

	Stephensons of Essex Ltd
	£520.00
	Bus Service for month of September 2011
	1375

	Pralet Heating Ltd
	£264.77
	Service of Heating System at Plantation Hall
	2401

	K Locke
	£220.50
	Grounds Maintenance re month September 2011
	3001


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Statement of Accounts
An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
(c)  
Request for financial assistance

A request had been received from Heybridge Womens Institute their 95th birthday celebrations.  Members were unsure as to the amount donated in 2010/11 and requested clarification.


RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

11/154
Reports from Parish Council representatives on outside committees

Parish Passenger Transportation Representatives meeting (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
Members were advised that the current charges for the 288 service may need to be reviewed as there was only around three to four rides per day.

Elms Farm Park Friends Group & Oak Tree Meadow (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
Members were advised that men were working in Oak Tree Meadow on Saturday 15th October 2011 and there were no warning signs, safety barriers or safety clothing in operation.  Cllr. Kay Ryder had made a complaint to Maldon District Council and asked for the Parish Council to do the same.

Health Matters (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)

Members were asked to contact Cllr. Prof Lew Schnurr for a report.
11/155
Essex Association of Local Councils
Members received a list of training courses for November 2011.  Cllr. John Harrison had asked to attend the Laws & Procedures course on 15th November 2011.  As Cllr. John Harrison had attended this course in the past, there was no need for him to attend it again.
Members received a report from the Clerk on the Annual General Meeting.

11/156
Future meetings
The next meeting of the Planning Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 3rd November 2011 at 7.30pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 17th November 2011 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.

Chairman

17th November 2011
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