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Minutes of the meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 21st OCTOBER 2010 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.








 PRESENT
CHAIRMAN:
COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE CHAIRMAN:
       COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:


Anne Beale

Colin Dykes

Michael Edwards


John Harrison
Ron Mckay

Veronica Miller



Kay Ryder

Laurie Wiebe
10/145
Apologies for absence

Apologies received from Councillor Gill Tully.

RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.

10/146
Chairman’s Announcements
None.
10/147
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th August 2010 were received.  
RESOLVED that subject to amendments, the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th September 2010 be approved and confirmed.
10/148
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests


None.
10/149
Progress report from the Clerk

Minute 10/92 (i) – The Clerk advised that Highways had responded to both the Parish Council and the resident that raised the parking issue in Kingston Chase.  The County Council only implement new parking restrictions if there is excessive congestion or recent history of personal injury collisions.  As neither of these applied, no parking restrictions were proposed.
Minute 10/124 – The Clerk advised that she is in the process of obtaining a specification for the restoration of the fingerpost.

Minute 10/92 (h) – The judges for the Maldon District Conservation and Design awards have awarded a highly commended certificate for nature conservation for Elms Farm Park.  A representative from the Parish Council was invited to attend the presentation ceremony on Tuesday 14th December 2010.

RESOLVED that Cllr. Kay Ryder attend the presentation ceremony.
10/150
Email from former Clerk, Stuart Jennings.

Members received a thank you email from the former Clerk, for his leaving gathering and gift.
10/151
Public Participation Session

A resident of Colchester Road advised that road sweepers were neglecting the lay-bys when cleaning the roads.  It was also noted that some parts of the Parish are not being swept at all.  
RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Maldon District Council to look into the complaint.

10/152
Police Report


Apologies were received from Chief Inspector Steve Ditchburn who was unwell.  PC Arran Shave presented the report in his absence. 
The report was from 1st April 2010 to 20th October 2010.  He advised that the main crimes reported in Heybridge are dwelling burglaries, shed and garage burglaries, criminal damage and theft from motor vehicles.
· Dwelling burglaries had decreased by 36% compared to the same period last year;

· Shed and garage burglaries had decreased by 69% compared to the same period last year;

· There had been five anti-social related incidents since 13th September 2010;

· It was unknown whether the parish will lose any PCSO’s due to spending cuts, however once the rearrangement had been made, local councils would be informed.

10/153
Property Management Committee


A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 7th October 2010 was received, the Minutes having been circulated.  

Councillor Michael Edwards asked whether a report was required if the minutes had previously been circulated.

Two quotes were submitted for the repair to the wet pour surface by the roundabout at the play area at Plantation Hall.  Other small repairs were needed to the surface at other points in the play area.

A quote of £1050 was received from D & N Safety Surfacing and a further quote 

of £1100 was received from Pro-teq Surfacing.

It was noted that the materials used by Pro-teq Surfacing produced a better quality surface and were guaranteed for ten years.  There was also an option to pick different surface colours.

RESOLVED that

(i) the report to the Parish Council from the Chairman of the Property Management Committee was not required, the minutes would suffice;
(ii) the quote of £1100 plus VAT from Pro-teq Surfacing for the repairs to the wet pour surface at the play area at Plantation Hall be approved;

(iii) the wet pour surface for the play area be blue in colour.

10/154
Committees
A report was received from the Clerk regarding personnel and Budget committees.

A personnel committee would deal with all staffing matters such as contracts, wages and hours.  It would also hear any grievance complaint made by employees or regarding employees.

The budget committee would replace place the as hoc budget working group to make recommendations to Full Council regarding budget for the new financial year.  The committee could review the current year budget at regular intervals to ensure that expenditure is kept within budget.

RESOLVED that

(i) the formation of a personnel committee be agreed in principle;
(ii) the formation of a budget committee to replace the ad hoc working group be agreed in principle;

(iii) terms of reference and appointment of members onto each committee be put to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

10/155 
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-

HOUSE/MAL/10/00799

Single storey front and side extension and internal alterations

23 Wharf Road, Heybridge

SUPPORT 

TCA/MAL/10/00861

Remove shrubbery and self sown trees, including removal of overhanging branches below 3m height.

Hall Bridge, Hall Bridge Rise, Heybridge
SUPPORT

(b) Report from the Tree Warden

Nothing to report.

The tree warden was advised that the conifers next to access road to Daisy Meadow car park are overgrown and if they were to fall, would cause structural damage to neighbouring properties.

Some trees in Lawling Avenue have been damaged.
(c)  
Report from the Public Rights of Way Officer.

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  
An overgrown tree in the vicinity of 6 The Roothings is obstructing the footpath sign.  

RESOLVED that Councillor Kay Ryder will liaise with the Tree Warden at Maldon District Council to discuss the next course of action.
(d) Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment.

Members believed that Heybridge had adequate pharmaceutical services; however a service used to be provided on Saturdays.
RESOLVED that Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr respond that the service is adequate but a Saturday service would be beneficial to parishioners.
10/156
The Roothings Amenity Area
A report compiled by Councillors Clive Gifford, Lew Schnurr and Michael Edwards having been circulated with the agenda was received.

After further investigation and discussions, it was clear that:
· The original boundary wall was erected to provide a level area in an otherwise naturally sloping landscape;

· The original boundary wall incorporated further structures to act as buttresses should the natural fall of the land give rise to lateral pressure and that some of these have been removed;

· There is a section of approximately 1m length at the Westerly end of the wall which forms a ‘shortcut’ to pedestrians wishing to travel from the housing area to the North of the wall to points further South of the residents’ area.
The report recommended the Parish Council offer a small donation towards the direct cost of the fencing to deter pedestrians from using the Westerly end as a shortcut.  It was also recommended that a licence be granted to the residents to use the land required to erect the fence.
RESOLVED that 

(i) the report submitted to the Parish Council be agreed;

(ii) Councillors Clive Gifford and Lew Schnurr arrange a meeting with the residents’ representative to present the offer of the Parish Council.
10/157
Fingerpost with The Street and Hall Road
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr is still awaiting confirmation as to who owns the patch of grass opposite the fingerpost at The Street and Hall Road.
The Clerk advised that an old photograph of the fingerpost was needed to ascertain how the light on top of the post would have looked when first erected.  An article in the local paper could help aide investigations.

RESOLVED that 
(i) the Clerk approach the Maldon and Burnham Standard to request an article be published in paper appealing for photographs;
(ii) an article be included in the next issue of the Heybridge Herald;

(iii) a notice be displayed on the notice boards.
10/158
Heybridge Basin

An officer at Maldon District Council is collating information relating to other car parks in the district.

He has advised that the Parish Council should not apply for a revaluation unless a good case can be submitted.

RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the Parish Council meeting to be held on 18th November 2010.
10/159
Financial Matters
(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting – 

	Key Solutions
	£85.00
	Urgent locksmith service - locked out 9/10/10
	3401

	Elecom (Europe) Ltd
	£481.68
	St Lighting repairs - 16 The Roothings
	3601

	Maldon District Council 
	£2,112.65
	Works to Plantation Hall play area
	3501

	Maldon District Council 
	£117.50
	Works to Heybridge Street bollard - Horse Trough
	3401

	D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Windows cleaned
	2401

	CPRE
	£29.00
	Subscription to the Campaign to Protect Rural England
	3301


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.

(b) Statement of accounts

As the financial contractor was on annual leave, an updated statement of accounts was not presented.

(c)  
Maldon War Memorial appeal
The Rotary Club were asking for donations towards new plaques to be placed behind the current war memorial.  Over one hundred servicemen from Heybridge and Maldon are not included on any other memorial.
Members were mindful that the current financial situation could not be reviewed as a statement of accounts had not been submitted to the Parish Council.
RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the Parish Council meeting to be held on 18th November 2010.
(d) Clerks’ mileage
The Clerk advised that she would like to have an informal meeting with the Assistant Clerk at Plantation Hall on a six weekly basis.
RESOLVED that any mileage accrued by the Clerk from attending the six weekly meeting with the Assistant Clerk be reimbursed.

10/160
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a)  
Working Groups

Events Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. L. Wiebe)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  
It was proposed that the working group appoint members of the public in a non-voting capacity.  It was also suggested that Councillor Michael Edwards join the working group.

Maldon Town Council may be interested in contributing to the summer fete.  Councillor Kay Ryder suggested the fete include a companion show.

The hirers Christmas party was arranged for 19th December 2010, all hirers of Plantation Hall were invited to attend for a small fee of £1 per person.

A Parish Council open day would be incorporated with the pancake breakfast on 8th February 2011.  It was hoped that prospective new Councillors would attend.

RESOLVED that

(i) members of the public can join the working group in a non-voting capacity;

(ii) Councillor Michael Edwards join the working group

(iii) Maldon Town Council be approached to ascertain whether they would be interested in contributing to the summer fete.
Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)

No report was received.
Heybridge Herald Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M. Edwards)

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  
It was noted that articles were needed for the next issue.
Heybridge Village Sign (Lead Councillor – Cllr. A. Beale) 

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  
Four designs were presented to the Parish Council.  Members agreed that the people of Heybridge should decide which design should be fabricated into the Heybridge village sign.

RESOLVED that 

(i) the designs be displayed in Plantation Hall 

(ii) the sign be publicised within the Heybridge Herald
Heybridge Youth Project Working Group (Lead Councillor - Cllr. K. Ryder)
The group is growing in popularity with a large amount of youths attending.  The Claydon Room was not big enough and it was hoped that current hirers may consider moving to the Claydon Room in order for the Youth club to use the main hall.  The group were hesitant to move the slot to another evening as they are still in the process of establishing regular attendees.

Councillor Ron Mckay was trying to obtain a 20ft lockable container with a view to locating it in the car park, as there was not enough storage for the club.  It was noted that the container may affect the Parish Councils’ insurance policy and would need to be investigated
RESOLVED that 

(i) the Assistant Clerk look at the diary for Plantation Hall to ascertain whether there was any availability for the youth club within the main hall

(ii) the Assistant Clerk look into asking hirers to move to an alternate evening.

(iii) the Clerk investigate any insurance implications with respect to the container.
Remembrance Sunday Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr advised that he was meeting with the uniformed organisations and the Reverend the following day to resolve the final details and the running order of the day.  
Risk Management Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M. Edwards)

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
(b) Outside meetings/training events
Parish Passenger Transportation (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)
Following on from a meeting the previous week, the Parish Council had received a letter from Essex County Council offering a grant sufficient to run a bus service to West Heybridge for one year.  
The service would be commissioned by the Parish Council therefore; discussions need to be held with the bus operators to ascertain the best way to meet the needs of West Heybridge.  
It was noted that income would be generated by passengers of the service but it was unclear whether the revenue would come back to the Parish Council or be rebated towards the grant.  Clarification was awaited from Essex County Council.

RESOLVED that Councillors Lew Schnurr and Michael Edwards proceed with contacting the bus operators to provide a service to West Heybridge.
Parishes Transportation Group (Rep Cllr J Harrison)
The duelling of the A11 had been authorised to go ahead.  Priti Patel had attended the meeting and would apply pressure to the four MP’s that cover the area.

A traffic survey was taking place during this week.

Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)
No meeting had taken place.

Mid Essex Area Forum/Health Matters/EALC

Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr requested that his reports for the Mid Essex Area Forum, Health Matters and EALC be combined.

The County Council have always had the right request the Primary Care Trust provide other services if it was needed.  A Cabinet officer decided that this responsibility should be delegated to Area Forums as they are local to the areas.
The Area Forum was a health scrutiny group of County Councillors, District Councillors and Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr representing tier 1 Councils.  Main issues are the GP facilities in the immediate area.  The Primary Care Trust have been told to provide statistical details of the services they provide in the area.

Hospitals will be discussed in the new year.

(c)  
Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 12th September 2010 to 14th October 2010 was noted.
10/161
Other consultations/notifications

EALC Events: 

Election Day – 3rd November 2010 - £60.00 per delegate

Employment Issues – 10th November 2010 - £60.00 per delegate
The Clerk requested permission to attend the Employment Issues training as she is the line manager to the Assistant Clerk and the Caretakers.

The report from the Clerk from the Essex Association of Local Councils Annual General meeting held on 29th September 2010 was received and noted.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to attend the Employment Issues training.
10/162
Future Meeting Dates
The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 4th November 2010 at 7.30pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 18th November 2010 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm.

Chairman

18 November 2010
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