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Minutes of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on THURSDAY 22nd SEPTEMBER 2011 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.



PRESENT

Chairman:
Michael Edwards
Vice Chairman:
Prof Lew Schnurr

Councillors:
John Harrison
Ron Mckay
Kay Ryder

Gill Tully




11/121
Apologies for absence
No apologies were received from Cllr. Paula Blackburn.

11/122
Chairman’s Announcements
The winners of the Heybridge in Bloom competition had been presented with their prizes.
Cllr. Michael Edwards will be attending the Highways Panel meeting on 7th October 2011.

11/123
Minutes

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th August 2011 were received.
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 8th September 2011 were received.
RESOLVED that 
(i) the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 25th August 2011 be approved and confirmed;
(ii) the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 8th September 2011 be noted.
11/124
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests
None.

11/125
Public Participation session

The following members of the public expressed their interest in becoming members of the Parish Council:


Mr Richard Perry

Mr Steven Foster

Mr Mark Burmby


Ms Tina Gentry


Mrs June Holland

Mr Bruce Holland


Residents of Elizabeth Way and Crescent Road tabled their objections to the planning application FUL/MAL/11/00794.  They believed that the application was the same as the previous five applications and there was still an issue with traffic congestion, change of character to the area and flooding.

Further to Standing Order 14, the Chairman proposed that the order of business be changed and the consideration of planning application FUL/MAL/11/00794 be the next item to be heard

11/126
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following application:-
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00794

Proposal:
Three new dwellings comprising of two 2 bedroom cottages (semi-detached) and one 3 bedroomed cottage (detached) 

Location:
Land rear of 17-19 Crescent Road, Heybridge
Object on flooding grounds and that the submitted application was incomplete
11/127
Progress report from the Clerk

11/107(b) – a card had been received from Farleigh Hospice thanking the Parish Council for the donation of £425.04.

11/128
Constitution


Members considered the proposal to suspend the events group until more members were available to contribute.


The creation of a lead Councillors for the Park Rangers was considered along with Cllr. Kay Ryder talking the position.


RESOLVED that 

(i)  
the events group be suspended until more members were available to contribute;
(ii)  
the creation of lead Councillor for Park Rangers be approved;

(iii) Cllr. Kay Ryder be appointed as lead Councillor for Park Rangers.

11/129
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report



Apologies were received from District Councillors Bryan Harker and Alan Cheshire, a short report from District Councillor Alan Cheshire was received.  It was noted that the District Council were considering the issue with regard to the Maldon Hospital and District Councillor Cheshire kept all planning applications concerned with the parish under review.

Members noted that the District Councillors were unable to attend Parish Council meetings as they had to attend the full Council meeting of Maldon District Council.  Members requested the Clerk consult with the committee services department at the District Council for a timetable of meetings so that this can be considered when the Parish Council are setting future meeting dates.

11/130
Parish Council assets/events/publications/projects

(a)  
Property Matters – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards


Ratification was requested for the expenditure of £414.36 for repairs to street lights in Heybridge Basin.


Expenditure of £39.00 was considered to replace the plants in the hanging baskets at Plantation Hall.


Members considered whether to arrange a clean of the war memorial in preparation for the Remembrance Sunday service.  As the war memorial was only cleaned in 2010, members considered weeding and tidying up of the area.


Bookings for Plantation Hall had been requested for 1st and 2nd January 2012, charges and caretaker remuneration were considered.


A brief discussion took place regarding the siting of a bench in King George V playing field at a cost of £360.00.


RESOLVED that 

(i) the expenditure of £414.36 for street light repairs in Heybridge Basin be ratified;
(ii) the expenditure of £39.00 to replace the plants in the hanging baskets at Plantation Hall be approved;

(iii) the war memorial would need weeding and swept approximately 1 week before the service;

(iv) an additional fee of £50.00 be levied for any booking on bank or statutory holidays to compensate the caretaker for working unsociable hours.  All bookings will be charged at the commercial rate in these instances.

(v) members consider places within King George V playing field to site the bench, the item be deferred to the Parish Council meeting on 20th October 2011.

(b)  
Events – Leading Councillor – Vacant
Further to minute 11/128(i), members considered who should be responsible for the Remembrance Sunday service.

RESOLVED that Cllrs. Prof. Lew Schnurr and Gill Tully be responsible for the arrangements.

(c)  
Heybridge Herald – Leading Councillor – Gill Tully
Members were asked for stories/articles to insert into the Herald.
(d)  
Risk Management – Leading Councillor – Michael Edwards
Nothing to report.

(e)  
Footpath Signage – Leading Councillor - Kay Ryder

Nothing to report.

(f)  
Daisy Meadow Car Park – Leading Councillor – Prof. Lew Schnurr
Nothing to report.
(g)  
Park Rangers – Leading Councillor – Kay Ryder

A report was received, the service level agreement had been amended and services commenced on 16th September 2011.
11/131
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)  
Planning applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
Application No:
HOUSE/MAL/11/00789

Proposal:
Addition of entrance porch to front of house

Location:
27 Sanderling Gardens, Heybridge

No objections

Application No:
NMA/MAL/11/00787

Proposal:
Application for non-material amendment following grant of planning permission for rear ground floor extension & replace garage (HOUSE/MAL/11/00062)  - replace 4 Velux windows 118 x 78 with 2 Velux windows 55 x 98 and 4 Velux windows 55 x 118. Install one window instead of 2 on left side of property.

Location:
Eridge, 60 Holloway Road, Heybridge

Cllr. Michael Edwards advised that this application had already been approved by Maldon District Council.

Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00717

Proposal:
Erect 5.6sqm wooden landing stage

Location:
Land At River Bank, Benbridge Industrial Estate, Holloway Road, Heybridge

No comment

Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00730

Proposal:
Single storey extension to facilitate creation of 7 new bedrooms.

Location:
Brewster House, Oak Road, Heybridge
Support
(b) Local Planning Regulations and the draft National Planning Policy Framework

Members considered the consultation papers along with the responses from the Essex Association of Local Councils regarding the Local Planning Regulations and National Planning Policy Framework.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council endorse the comments made by the Essex Association of Local Councils.
(c) Report from the Tree Warden

The willows on the Chelmer and Blackwater canal were being harvested.  Some small branches had been left in the ditch; Cllr. Kay Ryder would contact Maldon District Council as they pose a flooding risk.  The elm trees at Heybridge ditch have been cut back.
(d) Public Rights of Way Officer
A report circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
11/132
Minerals Development Document: Site Allocations Issues & Options Paper

Members considered the site allocation proposals put forward within the document and considered comments to be made to the County Council.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council have no comments to make.

11/133
Empowering Local Councils

A proposal was received from Unlock Democracy regarding new powers to Parish Councils relating to planning applications, support was requested.


RESOLVED that the Parish Council have no comments to make.

11/134
Financial Matters
(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	Mrs C Walker

	£50.00

	Reimbursement re cost of Garden Vouchers re Heybridge in Bloom
	4601


	Heybridge Primary School
	£200.00
	Donation towards memorial murial
	1371

	Heybridge Swifts F/C
	£140.00
	Donation re advertising in match day programme
	1371

	Cash
	£48.51
	Reimbursement of petty cash for Assistant Clerk
	4601

	Chelmer Canal Trust
	£20.00
	Annual membership fee
	3301

	K Holland

	£60.79

	Mileage & Telephone reimbursement re September 2011
	4601


	Essex Pension Service

	£128.89

	Pension contribution re staff for month September 2011
	3101


	H M Revenue & Customs

	£1,887.66

	Tax and NI payment re quarter July - September 2011
	3101


	Essex Supplies
	£66.04
	Supplies re Plantation Hall
	2501

	Titan Cleaning Contractors Ltd
	£990.00
	Kitchen Hygiene at Plantation Hall
	2401

	K Locke
	£191.63
	Grounds Maintenance re month August 2011
	3001

	Viking
	£161.60
	Stationery Supplies re Plantation Hall
	4601

	Stephensons of Essex Ltd
	£520.00
	Rural Bus Service for month August 2011
	1375

	A & J Lighting Solutions
	£414.36
	Street Lighting repairs
	3601

	Mrs J M Martin
	£1,170.00
	Quarterly Support Service July - September 2011
	4901


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b) Statement of Accounts
An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.
(c)  
Request for financial assistance

A request had been received from the Essex Air Ambulance for a donation towards their services.  It was suggested that the Air Ambulance be the benefactor for the Heybridge fete in 2012.
11/135
Reports from Parish Council representatives on outside committees


Parish Passenger Transportation Representatives meeting (Rep Cllr. L. Schnurr)

The next meeting will be held in October 2011.


Elms Farm Park Friends Group & Oak Tree Meadow (Rep Cllr K Ryder)

Cllr. Kay Ryder apologised to the Parish Council as she had been unable to attend the Elms Farm Park Friends Group meeting.
Health Matters (Rep Cllr Prof Lew Schnurr)


A proposal was awaited for how the PCT would cease and how the commissioning groups would take over the services in the area.  The Mid Area PCT no longer exists; it had been amalgamated with the Harlow and Colchester PCT on a temporary basis.


Councillor Prof. Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 30th August 2011 to 15th September 2011 was noted.
11/136
Essex Association of Local Councils

Members received a list of training courses for October 2011.
11/137
Future meetings
The next meeting of the Planning Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 6th October 2011 at 7.30pm.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 20th October 2011 at 7.30pm.
11/138
Exclusion of press and public

The Council resolved to exclude the press and Public from the remainder of the meeting due to confidential business. (Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, s 1 (2)).
11/139
Complaint

Members received a complaint from a member of the public regarding the behaviour of a Parish Councillor.

RESOLVED that the complaint be noted.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.07pm.

Chairman

20th October 2011
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