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Minutes of the meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL held on THURSDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2010 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN:  COUNCILLOR CLIVE GIFFORD

VICE-CHAIRMAN:  COUNCILLOR PROF LEW SCHNURR

Councillors:
Colin Dykes
John Harrison
Ron Mckay


Gill Tully
Laurie Wiebe
10/111
Apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Councillor Anne Beale, Councillor Michael Edwards, Councillor Veronica Miller and Councillor Kay Ryder.
Councillor John Harrison advised that he would be late to the meeting as he had a prior engagement in Stockport.

RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.

10/112
Chairman’s Announcements.

None.

10/113
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th August 2010 were received.  
RESOLVED that subject to the amendment of the time that Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr left and rejoined the meeting, the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th August 2010 be approved and confirmed.
10/114
Declarations of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

Councillor Laurie Wiebe declared a prejudicial interest in item 19a, payments schedule, as she has requested reimbursement for the vouchers for the Heybridge in Bloom competition.
10/115
Progress Report from the Clerk
Minute 10/37 (f) – The Clerk advised that quotes for the restoration of the fingerpost had to accompany the grant form for the Essex Heritage Trust.  Due to this, the grant form could not be submitted to the November meeting of the Trustees, instead it will be presented at the March 2011 meeting.
Minute 10/92 (h) – The nomination of Jacobs Farm to the Maldon and District Conservation Awards has been withdrawn as the work took place some time ago.

10/116
Public participation session
Residents from The Roothings alerted the Parish Council to the safety issues relating to the Roothings wall.  The wall is crumbling and young people are climbing down the wall which is making it less stable.

A member of the public spoke regarding the length of the grass at Heybridge Square.  The grass has not been cut for a long time and the square is looking untidy.
Further to Standing Order 14, the Chairman proposed that the order of business be changed and the presentation from Colin Baldy be the next item to be heard followed by the consideration of the letter from the residents of The Roothings.

10/117
Presentation from Colin Baldy regarding Maldon and Heybridge in the Great War.
Mr Baldy advised that a presentation was planned for Friday 12th October at St Marys Church in Maldon.  This was previously presented as part of the Festival of Arts in the summer, there was a good turnout and many people asked for the presentation to run again.  
The mayor of Maldon Town Council had given a donation and it was hoped that sponsorship of £600 could be shared between Maldon Town Council and Heybridge Parish Council.

10/118
The Roothings Amenity Area
Members thanked the residents of The Roothings for submitting their proposals and attending the meeting.  

The Parish Council do not object to the placement of fencing on the land behind the amenity area and wall.

There was concern regarding removing the soil from behind the wall.

RESOLVED that
(i) The immediate concerns should be addressed with a further site meeting between the residents’ representative and the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.

(ii) A further independent engineering report be sought by the Parish Council from a structural surveyor.

10/119
Youth Shelter
An increased Police presence had been observed at Plantation Hall.  The group of nuisance youths had not been seen as frequently.

Councillor John Harrison joined the meeting, 8.15pm.

A number of members had visited the site at night and did not see any further problems.
10/120
District Councillors’ and Emergency Services Report



None received.

10/121
Internet and Email Facilities
All members have internet and email facilities with the exception of Councillor Veronica Miller.

10/122
Property Management Committee
A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 2nd September 2010 was received, the Minutes having been circulated.
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that a number of the residents of Heybridge Basin are very pleased with the new notice board and requested he thank the Parish Council on their behalf.

10/123
Planning, Highways and Environment Matters
(a)   
Planning Applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
FUL/MAL/10/00747
Area of landscape access decking at sea wall promenade level.
Osea Road Camp Site, Goldhanger Road, Heybridge.
	SUPPORT
FUL/MAL/10/00785

Amended siting of 2no. proposed dwellings and dwellings and garages (plots 32 and 33) and associated realignment of footpath/cycleway (previously granted planning permission under FUL/MAL/06/00482 and FUL/MAL/10/00399)

Plots 32 And 33 Land Off Hall Road Heybridge

SUPPORT
FUL/MAL/10/00739

Single storey extension to form bed and breakfast accommodation

58 Holloway Road Heybridge Essex CM9 4SQ

SUPPORT with reservations regarding the commercial use of the property.



(b) Report from the Tree Warden.
No report received.

(c)  
Report from the Public Rights of Way Officer

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  Councillor John Harrison advised that footpath 26 was obstructed by parked vehicles.

(d) Bus Survey

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr thanked the members who helped deliver the survey.  The results of the survey will be presented to the Passenger Transport Group meeting in October.

(e)  
Car Park Signage
The disclaimers in the Plantation Hall and Daisy Meadow car parks do not refer to personal injury caused in the car park.  
RESOLVED that quotes are obtained for new signs.

(f)  
Parking at Hall Road with the Street

An email had been received from a resident regarding the problems at the junction of Hall Road with The Street.
RESOLVED that the Highways department at Essex County Council are requested to review the area.

(g) Highways Panel

The Highways panel will meet in October and members discussed what items should be referred for consideration.
RESOLVED that the parking problems at Hall Road with The Street be submitted.

(h) Daffodil bulbs for autumn planting

In previous years daffodil bulbs had been purchased by the Parish Council for planting around the trees fronting Plantation Hall.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council purchase daffodil bulbs for planting around the trees fronting Plantation Hall, to a maximum of £50.00.

(i)  
Address signage

Some properties in the parish do not have a road name attached to them.  Roads leading off of other roads are not adequately sign posted.

RESOLVED that 

(i)
members forward roads concerned to Councillor John Harrison who will then produce a report to be considered at the next meeting of the Parish Council;

(ii)
the name plates at each end of Colchester Road be added to the report as plates are missing;
(iii) the Clerk submit the report, once completed, to Highways Panel representative.

(j)  
Tour of Britain

Councillor Wiebe advised that the tour is due to pass Plantation Hall at 1.05pm on Friday 17th September 2010.  
10/124
Fingerpost with The Street and Hall Road
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr is still awaiting confirmation as to who owns the patch of grass opposite the fingerpost at The Street and Hall Road.
In order to complete the grant form for the restoration of the fingerpost, quotes were to be submitted for the required works.  Members agreed that the highways department should be consulted for guidance on the matter.

RESOLVED that

(i) clarification as to who owns the land be deferred to the next meeting;

(ii) guidance be sought from the Highways department regarding the restoration works for the post.

10/125
Notice boards
Members discussed the responsibility of displaying notices in the notice boards and what information should be made available.

RESOLVED that

(i) Councillor Laurie Wiebe and Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr be responsible for displaying notices in the notice board at Heybridge Basin;

(ii) Councillor Clive Gifford be responsible for displaying notices in the notice board at Ten Acre Approach;
(iii) Councillor Michael Edwards be responsible for displaying notices in the notice board at Holloway Road;
(iv) Councillor Kay Ryder be responsible for displaying notices in the notice board at Temple Way;
(v) Councillor Laurie Wiebe be responsible for displaying notices in the notice board at the Bentalls Centre;
(vi) member telephone numbers should not be displayed on the notice boards.  The telephone number for Plantation Hall is to remain.

10/126
Maldon and Heybridge in the Great War

Following the presentation from Colin Baldy, members discussed a fair split of the £600 donation requested.
RESOLVED that the Parish Council would donate £150.00 towards the presentation.
10/127
Heybridge Basin

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that the officer he has been liaising with at Maldon District Council is on annual leave.
RESOLVED that this item be deferred to the Parish Council meeting to be held on 21st October 2010.

10/128
Website Operation
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  Members were advised that full online administration would allow the Clerk to access and amend every page to the website.

RESOLVED that the payment of £450.00 (plus VAT) to 123 Connect be authorised to change the website to full online administration.

10/129
Financial Matters

Councillor Laurie Wiebe left the meeting, 9.39pm
(a)  
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	Broker Network Ltd
	£41.84
	Insurance cover re Youth shelter
	3301

	D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Window Cleaning Plantation Hall
	2401

	EALC
	£180.00
	"Chairman’s Day" training
	4601

	Viking Direct
	£80.66
	Stationery supplies Plantation Hall Office
	4601

	Elecom (Europe) Ltd
	£264.55
	St Lighting repairs Woodfield Cottages
	3601

	D Burley
	£1,194.00
	Works re Notice Boards
	2401/3401

	K Locke
	£130.00
	Grounds Maintenance August 2010
	3001

	J M Martin
	£1,170.00
	Support services July - September quarter 2010
	4901


RESOLVED that the above accounts be approved for payment.
Councillor Laurie Wiebe rejoined the meeting, 9.40pm

(b)  
Statement of Accounts

An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.

(c)
Clerks Overtime
Members were advised that the Clerk had accrued 21 hours of overtime since she commenced her employment in May 2010.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be reimbursed for 21 hours of overtime that has accrued since May 2010.

10/130
Reports from Parish Council Representatives
(a)
Working Groups
Events Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. L. Wiebe)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr thanked Councillor Laurie Wiebe for her hard work in organising the event.

RESOLVED that expenditure for the first event of the working group be ratified to a maximum of £700.00.

Heybridge Footpath Signage Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. G. Tully)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  The three paths that were identified in the report from the working group need naming.  A suggestion had been received from a member of the public.  Members of the working group will submit naming proposals to the next meeting of the Parish Council and also mark out where the signs should go on a map.
Heybridge Herald Working Group (Lead Councillor - Cllr. M Edwards)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.

Heybridge Village Sign Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. A. Beale)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  Contact had been made with the graphic designer who had submitted a design to the working group.  Amendments may need to be made and it was hoped the design would be presented to the next meeting of the Parish Council.

Heybridge Youth Project Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. K. Ryder)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  Councillor Ron Mckay advised that he along with Councillor Kay Ryder attended the youth club on Tuesday evening where they were advised that between seventeen and twenty young people had attended the first two sessions held.

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr requested that the Parish Council be furnished with a copy of the set of the accounts.

Remembrance Sunday Working Group (Lead Councillor – Councillor Gill Tully)
A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.  The lead Councillor for this working group had changed to Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr.  A meeting is being arranged with the vicar and the uniformed organisations to finalise the details.

Risk Assessment Working Group (Lead Councillor – Cllr. M Edwards)

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
(b)
Outside meetings/training events
Parish Passenger Transportation (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)

A report having been circulated with the agenda was received and noted.
Parishes Transportation Group (Rep Cllr J Harrison)

Nothing to report.
Elms Farm Park Friends Group (Rep Cllr K Ryder)

Councillor Ron Mckay attended a meeting in place of Councillor Kay Ryder.  A new website was launched which included a list of birds that had been spotted at the park along with pictures and bird song.  The site also linked in with the RSPB.
Mid Essex Area Forum (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)

The meeting had detailed the change of administrative arrangements with regard to health plans along with the role of the Public Health officers.
Members were advised that the Community Initiatives Find (CIF) have capped the amount of grant funds available to £85,000.  Grants to a maximum of £15,000 can be applied for.

Health Matters (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr advised that there was a lot of uncertainty regarding what is going to happen in the future.
EALC (Rep Cllr L Schnurr)

The next meeting will be held at Plantation Hall in November.  The group have supported initiatives in the district, particularly the provision of high speed broadband.
(c)
Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr’s report for attendance to meetings from 16th August 2010 to 9th September 2010 was noted.
10/131
Other consultations/notifications

EALC Events: 

Election Day – 3rd November 2010 - £60.00 per delegate
Councillor John Harrison was interested in attending the training on election day.  Members believed that this may not be beneficial and could be covered if members requested a short course from Joy Sheppard of the Essex Association of Local Councils.

10/132
In house training from Joy Sheppard of the Essex Association of Local Councils.

The Clerk advised that a short 2 hour course would cost in the region of £325 - £405 and would cover a variety of subjects relating to local councils.
RESOLVED that an in house short course from Joy Sheppard should be arranged. 

10/133
Future Meeting Dates

The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 7th October 2010 at 7.30pm.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 21st October 2010 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.13 pm.

Chairman

21 October 2010
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