HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the statutory annual meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 21 MAY 2009 in The Claydon Room, Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR MRS A M BEALE
VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR
Councillors M R Edwards, J W Harrison, Mrs V G Miller,

Kay Ryder, Miss G E Tully and Miss L E Wiebe

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Upon the proposition of Councillor Prof L E Schnurr, seconded by Councillor Kay Ryder, and there being no other nomination, it was


RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs A M Beale be re-elected Chairman of Heybridge Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year.


Councillor Mrs Beale then made the statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


An apology for absence was received from Councillor R McKay.

3.
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


Upon the proposition of Councillor J W Harrison, seconded by Councillor Mrs V G Miller, and there being no other nomination, it was


RESOLVED that Councillor Prof L E Schnurr be re-appointed Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year.

4.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 23 APRIL 2009

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 23 April 2009 were received.


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 23 April 2009 be approved and confirmed.

5.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Councillor Miss L E Wiebe declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 13(a) – accounts for payment – as she had submitted a claim for reimbursement of expenses.

Mr D Batterby of Springfield Cottages spoke in relation to the recent public exhibition of proposals by Colne Housing for development off Everest Way.  He requested that the Parish Council considered the matter at its next meeting, and expressed the hope that it would support the concern of local residents.  There were concerns regarding lack of notification and publicity, and this had been acknowledged by Colne Housing.  
The Chairman said that there was little that the Parish Council could do at the present time in the absence of a planning application or any other consultation.

6.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 7 May 2009 was received, the Minutes having been circulated. 

The Chairman of the Committee reported that further to Minute 238 – Progress Report – the internet at Plantation Hall was now working.  The Parish Council had still to be billed for various technical support work undertaken both at Plantation Hall and at the Clerk’s home office.

The recommendation under Minute 280 – Grounds Maintenance Contract 2009/10 and the revised total sum of £10,047.52 plus VAT was accepted.

RESOLVED 
(i)   that the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 7 May 2009, including the above recommendation, be adopted.
Arising from the report, the Clerk raised two matters.

Land for Allotments
He reported on the response from Moat Housing in relation to the current condition and status of the land off Glebe Road.  It was generally agreed that there was little scope for pursuing this proposal any further given the existing constraints and the likely cost of bringing the land into a satisfactory condition.  In response to a suggestion by Councillor Prof L E Schnurr regarding the possibility of acquiring the land as a community asset, it was

RESOLVED

(ii)  that Moat Housing be asked whether it would be willing to sell the land to the Parish Council and, if so, on what terms.

Proposed purchase of land fronting 109 Basin Road, Heybridge Basin

This involved the seeking of instructions in the above matter.  The legal services of Maldon District Council were available at a cost of £50 per hour, but the initial advice was that the Parish Council’s interests could be served, at a much reduced cost, by pursuing control of the land by way of lease or licence to safeguard the future existence of the community notice board.

Councillor Prof L E Schnurr advised the Parish Council that the present owners had future plans and did not wish to have the encumbrance of a lease or licence on the possible development or future sale of their property.  It was understood that they were willing sellers for the consideration value recommended by the District Valuer.
RESOLVED

(iii) that the Parish Council proceeds with the purchase of the land and instructs the District Council’s Solicitor to act in the matter.

7.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS


RESOLVED

(i)   that, pending the membership of the Parish Council being brought up to strength, and subject to further review of arrangements, all existing Parish Councillors be appointed to serve on the Property Management Committee.

(ii) that the following appointments be made to internal working groups:

Ad Hoc (Estimates and Budgetary Control) – Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Councillor Kay Ryder, the Internal Auditor and the Clerk
Heybridge Herald – Councillors Prof Schnurr, Edwards and Miss Wiebe

Remembrance Sunday (as part of the Steering Group) – Councillors Miss Tully, McKay and Mrs Miller
Risk Management – Councillors Edwards, Harrison and McKay.
8.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
The meeting was adjourned briefly to enable a special meeting of the Property Management Committee to be held to elect its Chairman.

The Parish Council meeting was then resumed.

9.
APPOINTMENTS AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk on the existing appointments.

RESOLVED that the following appointments be confirmed:


Parish Transport Representatives Meeting – Councillors J W Harrison and Prof L E Schnurr

Maldon District Crime Reduction Panel – Councillor Mrs A M Beale

Elms Farm Park Friends Group – Councillors Kay Ryder/Prof L E Schnurr

Mid Essex Area Forum– Councillor Prof L E Schnurr (substitute Councillor 

J W Harrison)
Health Matters watching brief (incl. liaison with PCT) – Councillors Prof 
L E Schnurr and Mrs V G Miller

Parishes Transportation Group – Councillor J W Harrison (substitute Councillor Prof L E Schnurr)
Essex Association of Local Councils – Annual Meeting for Maldon District – Councillors J W Harrison and Prof L E Schnurr

Bradwell Local Liaison Committee – Councillor J W Harrison

Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer – Norma Hayward

Parish Tree Warden – Councillor Kay Ryder

Internal Auditor – Mr J R Williams 

Parish Civil Emergencies Co-ordinator – Councillor Miss L-E Wiebe

10.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

No reports had been received.

11.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Planning Applications

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
	FUL/MAL/09/00370
	Heybridge West


	Front porch & cloakroom extension


50 Crescent Road - Mr Coker


Support

FUL/MAL/09/00371

      Heybridge East

Create one extra off road car parking space and erection of carport

9 Mayland Close – Mr G Bristol

Support

The Clerk then informed the Parish Council that the latest application for development at Lock Hill had now been submitted.

(b)
Local Development Framework – Core Strategy and Central Area Action Plan – Consultation by Maldon District Council

The Core Strategy document had been placed on deposit at Plantation Hall, and Members were reminded of the need to make a proper record should they feel the need to take deposited documents away.

It was agreed that this documentation was of particular significance to Maldon and Heybridge and that the Parish Council should make a considered response.  Details of a consultation workshop event at Maldon Town Hall on 28 May 2009 were noted.
RESOLVED 

(i)  that a working group consisting of Councillors Prof L E Schnurr, Edwards and Harrison meet to formulate a draft response to the consultation;

(ii) that ratification of the proposed response be delegated to the Property Management Committee at its next meeting in order to meet the consultation deadline.
(c)
Reports from Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer and Tree Warden
A report from the Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer, having been circulated, was received and noted.

Councillor Kay Ryder, Tree Warden, then reported on tree issues at Heron Way and Colchester Road and the action she had taken.

12.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment as set out in the payments schedule circulated at the meeting –
	Aon Ltd (Allianz)
	£3,633.60
	Insurance renewal
	3301

	Essex and Suffolk Water
	£127.64
	Plantation Hall services - first half
	2201

	123Connect.Co.Uk
	£237.19
	Website Development Work
	1202

	Anglian Water
	£169.62
	Plantation Hall services - first half
	2201

	OCS Group UK t/a Cannon
	£406.13
	Plantation Hall medical/sanitary services
	2201

	Mr B Hall
	£24.00
	Reimburse - Sundries for hanging basket fixings
	2401

	Miss L E Wiebe
	£29.97
	Reimburse -  hanging baskets
	2401

	NALC
	£156.00
	Subscription for Local Council Review journal
	4601

	Mr J W Harrison
	£47.80
	EALC course fee plus mileage claim for two events
	4601

	Bannister Safety Surfacing
	£143.75
	KGV play equip. area repairs
	3401

	Konica Minolta
	£59.79
	Plant. Hall P/copier rental
	4601

	Konica Minolta
	£67.76
	Clerk's P/copier rental
	4601

	AtoZ Supplies
	£58.19
	Plant. Hall Supplies
	2501


Councillor Miss L E Wiebe, having declared a personal and prejudicial in this matter, left the meeting room for the consideration of the reimbursement to her of expenses incurred.  
RESOLVED

(i)   that the account involving reimbursement to Miss L E Wiebe be approved for payment.

Councillor Miss Wiebe then returned to the meeting.
Councillor J W Harrison declared a personal interest in relation to his claim for payment of expenses, and then left the meeting while that item was considered.  After some discussion in relation to whether the events to which the claim related had been authorised by the Parish Council, it was proposed by Councillor Kay Ryder and seconded by Councillor Miss L E Wiebe that the claim in its entirety be not paid.  By way of an amendment it was proposed by Councillor Prof L E Schnurr and seconded by Councillor M R Edwards that the mileage element only of the claim be reimbursed, on the basis that attendance had not been authorised by the Parish Council.  The amendment was then put to the meeting and on a vote being taken was declared lost.  The original proposition standing in the name of Councillor Kay Ryder was then put to the meeting and there was an equality of votes.  The Chairman exercised her casting vote in favour of the proposition.
RESOLVED

(ii)  that the claim submitted by Councillor Harrison be not approved for payment.
Councillor Harrison then returned to the meeting.

The Clerk updated the position regarding the account from Aon/Allianz for renewal of the Parish Council’s insurance.  He said that to settle this by the usual instalments scheme would result in a total cost of £3,778.94.  It was agreed that the Parish Council settles the renewal premium in one initial payment.

RESOLVED
(iii) that in all other respects the above accounts be approved for payment.
(b)
Final Statement of Accounts 2008/9
The final Income and Expenditure Account including balance sheet and supporting papers for 2008/9 had previously been circulated.

RESOLVED that the final statement of accounts for 2008/9 as appended to these Minutes be approved and adopted.
13.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES

Written reports from Councillors Prof L E Schnurr and J W Harrison were received with thanks and noted.  With regard to a matter raised in one of the reports from Councillor Harrison on the meeting of the Parish Passenger Transport Representatives, the advice of the Clerk that the possible availability of meeting papers to the press was for the County Council to decide and did not require a decision of the Parish Council was noted.
The report of Councillor Harrison on the recent Highways Liaison Meeting was also received and noted.  It was agreed that this report be sent to the Area Highways Office for comment and response as appropriate.  The Clerk agreed to seek clarification as to the type of speed activated devices proposed to be installed in Colchester Road and Goldhanger Road, and to seek an up to date report in relation to the defective road surface in The Street and also on gulley emptying.

14.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
At this point the Chairman agreed to adjourn the meeting briefly to enable a member of the public to speak on a matter due to be considered later on the agenda.

15.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES

The Parish Council resumed formal business and the continuation of this item.

With regard to Remembrance Sunday, Councillor Miss G E Tully reported that it had proved difficult to get a meeting under way to pursue arrangements.  It was noted that Councillors Tully and McKay had been appointed to lead on the setting up of a steering group to deal with these arrangements, and action needed to be taken to progress this including the involvement of the two individuals expressing an interest at the Annual Parish Meeting.
16.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS

(a)  The Parks and Play Seminars 2009 – Councillor J W Harrison reported on these, the nearest one likely to be held at Basildon.  After discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council had sufficient expertise and knowledge at its disposal, and that no further action on this was required.

(b)  EALC Events:


Employment Issues (incl. Adv. Cllr. Train. Day 3) – 10/6/09 - £54.00


Freedom of Information/Data Protection Workshop – 16/6/09 - £34.00

Councillor Training Day 1 (Modules 1 and 2) 22/6/09 - £54.00

Statutory Planning Course (incorp. Adv Cllr Tr. Day 4) – 25/6/09 - £54.00

RESOLVED that Councillors Edwards and Harrison be authorised to attend the Employment Issues and Statutory Planning Course, and that the Chairman attends the Councillor Training Day 1 event if required and available.

17.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960.
18.
STAFFING MATTERS
RESOLVED that due to the lateness of the hour, consideration of this matter be deferred to a special meeting of the Parish Council to be arranged.

19.
COMPLAINT

The Chairman reported on a complaint received from a member of the public as to the actions and behaviour or a Parish Councillor.  Following the receipt of the complaint, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had met with the Councillor to ascertain the facts sufficient to enable an informed response to be sent to the complainant.  The Councillor had been given a period within which to offer a proposed response, and despite a reminder had failed to do so.  The matter had therefore been brought before the Parish Council.
The Parish Council had heard from the complainant earlier in the meeting during an adjournment as referred to in Minute 14 above, and noted the contents of emails sent by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman to the Councillor.

Lengthy discussion ensued in which further efforts were made to establish certain facts, and questions were asked of the Councillor who remained present.  Concern was expressed to the extent that it was felt that the actions of the Councillor the subject of the complaint called into disrepute that Councillor and, by association, the Parish Council.  This could then be taken as involving a breach of the Members’ Code of Conduct.  

The view was expressed that whilst the Councillor may have been acting as a private individual, the holding of office as a Councillor brought with it extra responsibility affecting the way individuals acted and behaved.  Although the work and contribution of the Councillor in other respects was acknowledged, the Parish Council recorded its concern at the apparent nature of the circumstances which had led to a member of the public to make a complaint.
At this point (11.10pm) Councillor J W Harrison left the meeting
RESOLVED that the complainant be informed that the matter having been investigated it appeared that the Councillor was not acting on behalf of the Parish Council, and it was therefore concluded that the Councillor was acting as a private individual; the hope would be expressed that there will be no repeat of the actions or behaviour that led to the complaint.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 11.27 pm.

Chairman

18 June 2009
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