HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 15 NOVEMBER 2007 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR W A BOWNES

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR MRS A M BEALE

Councillors M R Edwards, J W Harrison, Mrs V G Miller

Kay Ryder and Prof L E Schnurr

121.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

None.

The Chairman thanked all those involved in and having attended the recent Remembrance Sunday events at Maldon and Heybridge.

122.
PLANNING PRESENTATION

Councillor F A Delderfield (Chairman, Planning and Licensing Committee) and Mr J Doe, Head of Planning Services, Maldon District Council had been invited to the meeting.  Mr Doe gave a presentation including topics such as a description of the Planning Service, Issues for the District, Future Strategy, Areas of Change, Causeway Action Plan and Development Control considerations.  He then answered questions on the process and timescale for the Local Development Framework, the auditing of planning processes and public access to documentation via the District Council’s website-based computer system.

Councillor Delderfield and Mr Doe were thanked by the Chairman for their contribution and then left the meeting.

123.
POLICE REPORT

On the proposition of the Chairman, it was agreed to alter the order of business to enable a report to be received from the Police representatives present.  This report included certain crime updates and trends, and Neighbourhood Action Panel priorities identified at a recent meeting.

The representatives were asked to engage with the Parish Council on its proposal to provide a youth shelter, and to also consider making a presentation to a future meeting on the interaction between the Parish Council and the local community through the Neighbourhood Action Panel and other similar initiatives.

124.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 18 OCTOBER 2007


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 October 2007 be approved and confirmed.

125.
STANDING ORDERS

The Parish Council considered proposed revisions, prepared by the Clerk, to Standing Orders 13, 20, 37 and 38 as a consequence of the adoption of para. 12(2) of the model form of the Code of Conduct at the last meeting.

RESOLVED that the proposed revisions be adopted.

126.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs V G Miller declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 11 – Parish Council Website.

Councillor M R Edwards declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 10(a) – Accounts for Payment, in that his claim for travelling expenses was included.

There was no request from any member of the public present to participate in the meeting.

127.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

No reports had been received.

128.
HEYBRIDGE HERALD

The Parish Council considered arrangements for the production and distribution of the next edition of the Herald, and Mr M B Wilson was present at the meeting to report on his co-ordination of these arrangements.  It was the intention to submit a final draft to the printers by the end of November with a view to publication and distribution in early December.

Discussion took place on outstanding items and content of submitted items, and it was agreed that the edition should again include a wordsearch competition.  Members agreed to give thought to and make enquiries as to possible methods of distribution.

RESOLVED that approval to the final arrangements for distribution be delegated to the Property Management Committee at its next meeting.

Mr Wilson was thanked for his work on this matter.

129.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 1 November 2007 was received, the Minutes having been circulated. 

Further to Minute 115, consideration was given to the recommendation of the Committee on the proposed provision of a youth shelter at King George V Playing Field.  It was noted that this would be the subject of on-going discussion and consultation.

RESOLVED

(i)   that a provisional allocation of £12,000 for the supply and installation of a shelter and adjacent litter bin be made in the 2008/9 budget. 

Further to Minute 116, consideration was given to the recommendation of the Committee regarding the proposal by Bovis Homes to transfer to the Parish Council the new vehicular and gated access from the Elms Farm development to the Elizabeth Way Play Area.

The Clerk reported that the District Council’s Legal Services had quoted alternative prices of £50 per hour or a maximum of £400 to carry out the necessary legal work.

RESOLVED 

(ii)  that the Parish Council accepts the proposed transfer, subject to an assurance from Bovis that all reasonable steps will be taken to deter obstruction of the access, and that the Clerk be authorised to instruct a suitable Solicitor.  

(iii) that in all other respects the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 1 November 2007 be adopted.

130.
PLANNING AND HIGHWAY MATTERS
(a)
Planning Applications


RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
	FUL/MAL/07/01182
	Heybridge East (Basin)


	Single storey conservatory


3 St Georges Close Heybridge Essex CM9 4RZ

Mr And Mrs Aers


SUPPORT
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	FUL/MAL/07/01152
	Heybridge West


	Proposed garden room extension


The Old Rectory Langford Road Heybridge Essex

Mr And Mrs D Sismey

Support


	LBC/MAL/07/01154
	Heybridge West


	Proposed garden room extension


Old Rectory Langford Road Heybridge Essex

Mr And Mrs D Sismey

SUPPORT


	TPO/MAL/07/01191
	Heybridge West


	TPO 01/97 T14 Oak - Remove dead wood and prune back encroachment to neighbouring property.


14 Kingston Chase Heybridge Essex CM9 4TB

Ms A Brown

SUPPORT


TCA/MAL/07/01236

     Heybridge East (Basin)

G1 on plan, group of 3 Willows - pollard to above lower forks (approx third height reduction on all 3 trees). 

T2 on plan, multi-stemmed Willow - coppice to approx 2m high.

T3 on plan, Willow - trim back branches overhanging public towpath and pedestrian access to car park, clean crown

Land adjacent Car Park and south of Navigation, Basin Road

Essex Waterways Ltd.

SUPPORT

RES/MAL/07/01217

     Heybridge West

4/5 bedroom detached house

Plot adjacent 2 Mitchells Farm Cottages, Langford Road

M Skelcher

OBJECT for the reason that the proposed dwelling, by virtue of its bulk and height, is considered to be out of character with and will have an over-dominating effect on the adjacent existing cottages and that particular street scene location.
FUL/MAL/07/01237

     Heybridge East

Single storey front extension

114 Wagtail Drive

Mr A McIvor and Miss S Roberts

SUPPORT
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(b)
Future of URC Chapel Premises, Basin Road, Heybridge Basin

The Parish Council received and noted a response from the Head of Planning Services, Maldon District Council, as to the possible safeguarding of the above facility through planning processes.  

Councillor Prof L E Schnurr said that he proposed to publicise this response locally.

(c)
Possible weight limit for Holloway Road

The Parish Council received details of a recent heavy vehicle count carried out by the County Council on Holloway Road.  This had been requested to provide an indication of the use of Holloway Road by heavy vehicles, an issue connected with the requested local signing review.

RESOLVED that the idea of a 7.5 tonne weight limit for Holloway Road be supported, and that the County Council be asked to pursue this.

(d)
Wood Road Site Visit

A report by Councillor Mrs V G Miller on a recent site visit and litter pick of the Wood Road area was received and noted.


(e)
Reports of Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer


Councillor Kay Ryder, Tree Warden, reported that enquiries relating to land at Heron Way, on which an overgrown conifer tree stood, were on-going.


A report received from Norma Hayward was received with thanks and noted with interest.


(f)
Role of Parish Tree Warden


Councillor Kay Ryder sought clarification of the role of Parish Tree Warden.


She said that she had established a good working relationship with the District Council’s Tree Officer with whom she was expected to liaise closely on all tree matters.  Whilst other Councillors may have views on and an interest in tree matters, it would clearly be an ineffective use of the Tree Officer’s time to deal with more than one Parish representative.  She was therefore happy to hear from other Councillors on tree matters and would pursue any issues where possible.


The Parish Council concurred with the Chairman’s confirmation that all tree matters should be channelled through the Tree Warden who would gather information and liaise with District and County Officers.

131.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Accounts for Payment

The Parish Council received the following accounts (inclusive of VAT) for payment:


EALC (Training Courses 21/11 & 29/11 – 4 places - 4601) – £200.00


Essex & Suffolk Water (Plantation Hall Water – 2201) - £10.62

Maldon District Council (Grnds Maint April to end Sept – revised – 3001) - £7,554.62


Cllr M R Edwards (Claim – training event 18/10 – 49 miles – 4601)


Konica Minolta (P/Copier charge – 4601) - £17.34

RESOLVED 

(i)   that subject to (ii) below, the above accounts be approved for payment, and that the revised account from Maldon District Council (£7,554.62 for grounds maintenance to end September – 3001) be settled only after current detailed examination and, if necessary, further report to the next meeting of the Property Management Committee;

(ii)  that the claim from Councillor M R Edwards for payment of travelling expenses be settled on the basis of the same rate paid by Maldon District Council (currently £0.40 per mile) in the sum of £19.60;

(iii) that future similar claims be considered for payment on the basis of the following criteria:

· Payment for car mileage or the refund of public transport cost

· Mileage incurred outside the parish boundary

· Payable only for journeys to meetings, conferences, training or other events at which a Councillor has specifically been appointed or authorised to attend, or in pursuance of the Councillor having been appointed as the Parish Council’s representative

· Mileage rate to be the agreed rate applicable to local authorities and that currently adopted by Maldon District Council.

(b)
Ad Hoc Working Group on Estimates and Budgetary Control

The Parish Council considered the report of the Clerk on the meeting of the Working Group held on 8 November 2007.  An updated statement of accounts was included together with an initial projected outturn at 31 March 2008.

Given the financial position of the Parish Council, the Working Group had considered, as a matter of priority, the additional payment to the Public Works Loans Board by way of reducing the loan taken out almost a year ago to assist the Plantation Hall Development project.  Additional payment within the period of the first anniversary would not attract any penalty or premium, and 
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was something that the Parish Council had indicated in its supporting statement to the last Annual Audit Return that it would consider.

The Working Group had recommended the immediate repayment of the entirety of the loan.  The Clerk advised that the current outstanding balance was £28,800 ahead of the next scheduled payment in December, to which an amount of interest accruing since the last payment in June would be added.

It was agreed that repayment of the loan in full would produce savings through future interest charges, reduce the Parish Council’s working balances in the direction of its declared budgetary policy, and would not adversely affect the Parish Council’s future expenditure plans and projects.  It was however emphasised that every effort should be made to progress projects for early implementation in 2008/9.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council arranges for the immediate repayment of the current outstanding balance of the loan (£28,800 plus interest).

(c)
Review of Financial Regulations and System of Internal Control

The Parish Council considered revised Financial Regulations prepared by the Clerk.  These were based on the National Association of Local Councils’ model form but adapted to the Parish Council’s needs.  Associated with the revised Regulations was a document describing the Parish Council’s System of Internal Control, which required annual review and was a matter the Internal Auditor required to certify as part of his report to the External Auditor.

The documentation had been looked at and endorsed by the Ad Hoc Working Group.

RESOLVED that the revised Financial Regulations be adopted, and that the Statement of the System of Internal Control, as reviewed, be approved.

132.
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

Consideration was given to the report of Councillor Prof L E Schnurr on a proposed way forward for the future development and maintenance of the website.  The Clerk had ascertained from the company currently hosting the website that options were available to give the Parish Council levels of independent control over the updating of the site.  For the sum of £199, control would be gained over two areas regularly updated and to complement this, a charge of £25 per hour would be levied for significant updating or development of other parts of the site.

RESOLVED that the above option be pursued with 123connect.com, and that the additional sum of £500 be allocated within both current budget (code1202) and the budget for 2008/9 for other updating and associated development work.

133.
REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

A report from Councillor Prof L E Schnurr on various meetings he had attended was received and noted.

134.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2007/8

Consideration was given to determining the outstanding optional dates included in the originally approved schedule of meetings.

These were agreed as:

Thursday 20 March 2008 (Parish Council)

Thursday 17 April 2008 (Annual Parish Meeting/Parish Council)

Thursday 3 April 2008 (Property Management Committee)

Thursday 1 May 2008 (Property Management Committee)

135.
INFORMAL SOCIAL EVENING – TUESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2007

In view of the lateness of the hour, it was

RESOLVED 

(i)  that the detailed arrangements for this event be determined by the Property Management Committee at its next meeting;

(ii) that the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman of the Parish Council be authorised to issue the necessary requisitions.

136.
OTHER CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE

(a)  Essex County Council/Southend on Sea Borough Council/Thurrock Council consultation on Local Involvement Networks for Health and Social Care (LINks) ‘A Voice on Health and Social Care in Essex’.  Councillor Prof 

L E Schnurr advised that he would be preparing a draft response to this consultation.

(b)  EALC training course – Law and Procedures – 5 December 2007 - £50 per place.  

RESOLVED that a place be reserved for Councillor M R Edwards.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.28 pm.

Chairman

13 December 2007

PAGE  
- 70 -


