HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on WEDNESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2008 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

(In the chair)

Councillors M R Edwards, J W Harrison, Kay Ryder

Miss G A Tully and Miss L E Wiebe

102.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs A M Beale,

W A Bownes and Mrs V G Miller.

103.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 21 AUGUST 2008


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 August 2008 were received.


Further to Minute 81 – Police and other Emergency Service Reports, Councillor J W Harrison proposed that the words “and Colchester Road” be inserted after the words “Goldhanger Road” in the last line.  This was agreed.


RESOLVED that subject to the above amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 August 2008 be approved and confirmed.

104.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No declarations of interest were received.

Mr D Knights of Glebe Road said that he had contacted the District Council Planning Dept regarding the continued existence of a container unit on land to the rear of Glebe Road, and mentioned the health nuisance arising from the condition of this land.  The Clerk agreed to check with the Enforcement Officer as to the present position.

The Chairman then invited PC Stratton of Maldon Police to present the report on local issues requested at the last meeting and which had been circulated with the agenda.  It was noted that the experience of nuisance mopeds extended to other parts of Heybridge than those mentioned in the report.  The view was expressed that the statistics on speeding offences for Goldhanger Road and Colchester Road were at variance with information given to a recent meeting of the Neighbourhood Action Panel.  PC Stratton said that he would seek clarification of this and ensure that the Parish Council was notified.

No reports were received from District Councillors or other representatives.  This completed consideration of agenda items 3 and 5.

105.
VACANT SEATS

The Parish Council considered the proposition from Councillor Prof L E Schnurr, having been duly seconded and adjourned from the last meeting that Standing Order 54 be amended to read as follows (additional words emboldened):

54.
Following an initial expression of interest, candidates for co-option shall have attended at least three consecutive meetings and to have demonstrated a sustained interest in general Council matters prior to their formal application and shall apply by way of a letter setting out their interests and anticipated ability to contribute to Council work.  Applications shall include a relevant curriculum vitae and confirmation of the candidate's qualification(s) for holding office as a Councillor (Local Government Act 1972, s.79 as amended).

In support of his proposal, the Chairman further proposed that the wording be amended by the insertion of the word “Parish” before the word “Council” in the third and fifth lines.  This amendment was duly seconded and agreed.  The amended proposal was then put to the meeting and agreed.

RESOLVED 

(i)   that the amended form of Standing Order No. 54 as set out and described above be agreed.

Consideration was then given to the possible co-option of persons to fill the three remaining seats in view of the agreed changes to Standing Orders 54 and 55 relating to the co-option procedure.  It was agreed that these changes be notified to the remaining candidates who should be invited to reaffirm their interest in being co-opted.  Any responses would be reported to and taken into account at the next meeting.

106.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 4 September 2008 was received, the Minutes having been circulated. 

Further to Minute 92(a) – Plantation Hall Roof Repairs – the Chairman reported that the Chairman of the Parish Council had asked that since there were no CCTV pictures of the lead theft from the roof, consideration be given to extending the CCTV coverage.  The Chairman agreed to take this matter back to the Property Management Committee for expeditious action.

Further to Minute 97(a) – Garden/Allotment Plots, the Chairman explained the background to this matter and the informal approach received regarding possible available land in Great Totham.  The response from the Great Totham Parish Council following the visit by Councillors Prof L E Schnurr and Mrs A M Beale was awaited.

Further to Minute 96(a) – Elizabeth Way Amenity Area, it was accepted that the replacement litter bin was urgently required.

Further to Minute 101 – Urgent item of Business, the Committee’s recommendation that the financial limit for its agreed actions be increased was received.

RESOLVED 

(i)  that the financial limit as set out in the terms of reference of the Property Management Committee be increased to £2,000 excluding VAT.

(ii) that in all other respects the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 4 September 2008 be adopted.
107.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Planning Applications

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
	FUL/MAL/08/00881
	Heybridge West


	Erection of 4 timber bin stores for use by residents


29-75 Wood Road Heybridge Maldon Essex

Ms Victoria Adams-Salmon

Support – with it being indicated to the applicant that, if approved, the expedited implementation and completion of this proposal is encouraged.


	FUL/MAL/08/00983
	Heybridge East


	Single storey extension to front incorporating WC and conservatory to rear


2 Limbourne Drive Heybridge Essex CM9 4YU

Mr Russel Hood

Support


	FUL/MAL/08/00996
	Heybridge East


	Erection of greenhouse


Dudowr House 31 Battle Rise Heybridge Essex

Mr Anthony Sinclair

No comment


	TPO/MAL/08/00987
	Heybridge West


	TPO 08/06, T1 Oak - Remove dead and decayed limbs.  Lift by pruning lower pendular branches and epicormic growth.  Thin by removal of cross branching and damaged limbs.


4 Acorn Close Heybridge Maldon Essex

Miss K Lavender

No objection


	TPO/MAL/08/01040
	Heybridge West


	TPO 05/93, T3 Oak – Thin crown by 20% and remove dead wood.


8 Regency Court Heybridge Maldon Essex

Mr J Mitchell

No objection


FUL/MAL/08/01064

      Heybridge West

Erection of 1 no binstore for use by residents of the Moat owned flats

48-68 Wood Road

Ms Victoria Adams-Salmon

Support – with it being indicated to the applicant that, if approved, the expedited implementation and completion of this proposal is encouraged.

FUL/MAL/08/01065

      Heybridge West

Erection of 2 binstores for use by residents of the moat owned flats in Wood Road and Heywood Court

169-179(odds) and 1-8 Heywood Court

Ms Victoria Adams-Salmon

Support – with it being indicated to the applicant that, if approved, the expedited implementation and completion of this proposal is encouraged.

Following consideration of the applications, there was a discussion on possible impending changes to Planning rules and regulations.  It was therefore decided to invite the District Council’s Head of Planning Services to a future meeting of the Parish Council, possibly in November.

(b)
Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer

The Clerk reported briefly on behalf of the Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer.

Councillor Kay Ryder, Tree Warden, reported on the need for some vegetation in Green Lane to be cut back.  She agreed to liaise with the Administrator and report to the next meeting of the Property Management Committee.

(c)
Elms Farm Park Draft Management Plan

This consultation document produced by the District Council was received, comments having been requested by 31 October 2008.

It was agreed that this matter be placed on the agenda for the next meeting and that Councillor Kay Ryder should take the lead in reporting on this.

108.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

The Schedule of Payments was received, from which the following invoices (inclusive of VAT) were presented for payment:


Maldon (Essex) Glass Co Ltd (Plant. Hall repair - 2401) - £88.13


AGH Engraving (Plates - 1202) - £16.00


Freedom2Surf (Plant. Hall internet – 4601) - £167.93


AtoZ Supplies (Plant. Hall materials - 2501) - £21.86


Mrs B Hughes (Reimb. for Plant. Hall supplies - 2501) - £36.28 

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.

(b)
Statement of Accounts

A statement of accounts to date was circulated at the meeting and noted.

109.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS

Reports from Councillors J W Harrison and Prof L E Schnurr on their attendance at various meetings and training courses were received and noted.  It was further noted that there was a matter arising from the report of Councillor Prof Schnurr that would require to be considered in private session at the end of the meeting.  The Chairman commended Standing Order 51 to Members and the need to report back to the Parish Council in appropriate cases.

Reports on behalf of the Heybridge Herald, Risk Management, Remembrance Sunday and Heybridge Hall Ditch Working Groups were received and noted.

With regard to the Christmas Reception Working Group, it was being proposed that this be held on 18 December 2008 after the Parish Council meeting.  Arrangements were being put in place and it was thought that a budget of £500-£600 would be sufficient.  The report was endorsed.

With regard to the Parish Youth Officer, it had emerged that this was something with which the new Vicar might wish to be involved as part of his role.  Councillors Prof Schnurr and Mrs V G Miller would be meeting with the Vicar on this.

110.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS


The Chairman said that he was introducing a folder to be held in the Office into which any course material, notes, feedback on training courses attended could be put.

Details of the following events were received and noted:

(a) EALC training courses – Budget and Precept (30/9/08), Law and Procedures (16/10/08), Roles and Responsibilities (21/10/08), Greens and Commons Course (24/10/08);

(b) RCCE conference – Village Halls & Community Buildings (18/10/08);

(c) Maldon District Local Strategic Partnership AGM (22/10/08).

The Clerk also mentioned the proposed raising of the Green Flag at Oak Tree Meadow on 29 September 2008 to which all Parish Councillors were invited.

111.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960:

Agenda item 10 – Reports from Parish Council Representatives

112.
REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Further to Minute 109, the Chairman brought to the Parish Council’s attention a matter relating to potential interest in land under the Parish Council’s control.  The issues associated with this were outlined and the subject of brief discussion, the information being noted.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm.

Chairman

23 October 2008
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