HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 18 JUNE 2009 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR MRS A M BEALE

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors M R Edwards, J W Harrison, R McKay, Mrs V G Miller

and Kay Ryder

36.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss G A Tully and Miss L E Wiebe.

37.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Councillor J W Harrison declared a personal interest in agenda item 7(a) – Accounts for Payment.


Of the members of the public present, Florence Oliver of 37 Colchester Road referred to the highway verge in front of the houses along that stretch of Colchester Road.  She stated that this verge had never been cut by any of the Councils, possibly because most of the residents dealt with it themselves.  The Parish Council was asked to investigate the position.  

Reference was also made to the amount of drinking taking place and rubbish being left on the playing field, particular near to the play area and also one of the pedestrian entrances.  It was noted that the caretakers did a litter pick each weekday morning and that the Police were supportive of the youth shelter proposal and would give the area their attention as necessary.

38.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 21 MAY 2009


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the statutory annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 May 2009 be approved and confirmed.

Further to Minute 19 – Complaint, the Vice-Chairman referred to the implied update and enquired as to the present position.  The Chairman said that there was an update on two matters and that since this related to a Minute of private session business, then the update should be taken in private session at the end of this meeting.

39.
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 21 MAY 2009


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the special meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 21 May 2009 be approved and confirmed.

40.
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF PARISH COUNCIL – 8 JUNE 2009


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the special meeting of the Parish Council held on 8 June 2009 be approved and confirmed.

At this point Councillor J W Harrison sought to raise a matter under Minute 9 of the meeting of the Parish Council on 21 May 2009.  He said that in addition to the twice yearly meeting of the EALC for the Maldon District there was the EALC AGM which representatives had attended in the past.  It was agreed that this be dealt with as and when the notification of that meeting was received.  The Vice-Chairman suggested that the Parish Council reviewed at a future meeting the attendance by appointed representatives at various events and meetings to establish what value there was to the Parish Council and the community through such attendance.  This was agreed.

41.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

No reports were received.  The Clerk reported apologies for absence from Councillors A R Cheshire and Miss M R Lewis.

42.
POLICE AND OTHER EMERGENCY SERVICE REPORTS

No reports were received.

43.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 4 June 2009 was received, the Minutes having been circulated. 


Further to Minute 26 – Programme of Works 2009/10 – Decorative Village Signs, the recommendation of the Committee regarding the proposed village sign for Heybridge Basin was received and agreed.


RESOLVED

(i)
that the sum of £2,300.00 be allocated towards this project being undertaken by Heybridge Basin residents to enable them to proceed with the acquisition, installation and all associated costs, and on the basis that no future maintenance costs will fall upon the Parish Council.


Further to Minute 27 – Daisy Meadow Car Park, the Parish Council received the recommendation of the Committee proposing a the change of policy as to the manner of operation of the car park to allow for a trial period five dedicated residents’ only spaces.  By way of update, the Chairman of the Committee reported the receipt of further correspondence on behalf of the residents concerned.  Copies of the correspondence were circulated and it was agreed that Members did not have sufficient time to consider this.


RESOLVED

(ii)
that this matter be referred back to the Committee for further consideration in the light of the further correspondence and that the Parish Council delegates to the Committee the determination of any change in policy as to the manner of operation of the car park.


Further to Minute 29 – Local Development Framework – Core Strategy and Central Area Action Plan – Consultation, the Chairman of the Committee reported that a response to the consultation had been prepared and submitted within the deadline, and had been made available to Members.

RESOLVED 

(iii)
that in all other respects, the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 4 June 2009 be adopted.

44.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Planning Applications

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following application:-
	FUL/MAL/09/00467
	Heybridge West


	New garage and block paving of drive way


25 Kingston Chase Heybridge Essex CM9 4TB

Mr K Peaker

SUPPORT


(b)
Heybridge Approach

The Parish Council considered a letter received from Mr B McKay of 43 Doubleday Drive requesting support for a controlled crossing point on Heybridge Approach and on some other related highway safety matters.  The Clerk reported the receipt of an emailed communication from Lorna Thacker of Harvest Way supporting the request.

The Clerk clarified the position as to the speed limit.  The District Council had recently supported a reduction from 60mph to 50mph, it being clear that Essex Police would not support a 40mph limit.

RESOLVED that the request for a controlled crossing at Heybridge Approach, together with the additional matters involving SID signs, a 20mph zone in Doubleday Drive, and a safer stopping place for the school bus near the junction with Doubleday Drive, be supported; that it be indicated that the preferred longer term solution would be a footbridge over Heybridge Approach.

(c)
Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer

The Tree Warden reported briefly regarding a tree at Heron Way.  The Clerk said that the Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer had no matters to report.

45.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

The Schedule of Payments was received, from which the following invoices (inclusive of VAT) were presented for payment:

	D R Bewers
	£3,573.05
	Street lighting upgrade - 08/09 commitment
	3601

	B G Appleton (Contracts)
	£854.45
	Plant Hall/Daisy Meadow CP cleansing 
	3001

	B G Appleton (Contracts)
	£23.00
	Waste clearance at Daisy Meadow CP
	3001

	Cllr J W Harrison
	£29.60
	Reimburse. Travel expenses for three events
	4601

	Mrs J M Martin
	£1,080.00
	Contract support services - April to June (incl)
	4901

	Mrs B Hughes
	£326.20
	Reimbursement for job advert payment
	4601

	Beard Fencing & Landscapes
	£220.00
	Repairs at Elizabeth Way Play Area
	3401

	123Connect.Co.Uk
	£113.85
	Renewal of hosting website
	1202

	Toye Kenning & Spencer
	£14.38
	Ribbon for Chairman's Badge
	4601

	Heybridge Swifts FC
	£120.00
	Renewal of PC advert in official match day programme
	1202

	EALC
	£108.00
	Training Course 25/6/09 fees
	4601

	EALC
	£108.00
	Training Course 10/6/09 fees
	4601


A breakdown of the claim by Councillor J W Harrison for attendance at three separate events was received.

With regard to the account from D R Bewers, Councillor J W Harrison asked that the contractor be reminded of the need to return to Stock Chase to clear away some vegetation cut down in order to carry out the upgrade work.

The Clerk drew the Parish Council’s attention to the account from Heybridge Swifts FC for renewal of the advert in the official match day programme. 

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.
(b)
Statement of Accounts

A statement of accounts to date was circulated at the meeting and noted.


(c)
Audit of Accounts 2008/9

The Parish Council considered Section 1 (Statement of Accounts) and Section 2 (Annual Governance Statement) as part of the Annual Return required by the External Auditor.  

RESOLVED 

(i)
that Section 1 of the Annual Return contains the information as now submitted, and that the questions in Section 2 of the Annual Return (except no. 9 as not applicable) be answered in the affirmative, all as appended to these Minutes.

The Parish Council then considered a draft statement of supporting information prepared by the Clerk for reference to the External Auditor as part of the Annual Return for the above audit.

RESOLVED 

(ii)
that the Statement of Supporting Information as appended to these Minutes be approved for submission to the External Auditor.

(d)
Annual Staff Pay Award/Contract Finance Support Services

The Clerk reported that these matters were due for review.  It was agreed that the Ad Hoc Working Group be convened to consider these matters and report to the next meeting.

46.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS

A report from Councillor Prof L E Schnurr on his attendance at outside meetings and events was also received and noted.  He advised that a number of the items contained in his report did not specifically involve his representation of the Parish Council or village matters.  He did however feel it necessary to give a full presentation of his outside activities particularly as at various meetings others present would know him to be a Parish Councillor and associate him with the Parish Council.  He then spoke on items 10-12 specifically, and the Parish Council endorsed his efforts in seeking details of the facilities currently offered by the two branch surgeries in Heybridge.

A report by Councillor J W Harrison on his attendance at a meeting of the Bradwell Local Community Liaison Committee on 9 June 2009 was circulated.  In reply to a question as to the benefit the Parish Council derived from being represented at these meetings, Councillor J W Harrison said that much was to do with the decommissioning of Bradwell Power Station.  It was agreed that the Parish Council’s continued involvement should be reviewed along with the wider review of its representation on outside bodies and at outside meetings agreed earlier in the meeting.

A report from Councillor M R Edwards on his attendance with Councillor J W Harrison at the EALC training course on Employment Issues (Advanced Councillor Training Day 3) on 10 June 2009 was received and noted.

Reports were then received on behalf of the Remembrance Sunday, Heybridge Herald and Risk Management Working Groups.

47.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS

(a) EALC Events:

Councillor Training Day 2 – 7 July 2009 - £54.00

Budget and Precept Course – 17 July 2009 - £34.00

It was agreed that a place be reserved for Councillor Miss G A Tully on the Councillor Training Day course if she was available and interested.

(b) Essex County Council – Essex Youth Bus – Summer Roadshow – availability from 25/7/09 to 29/8/09 at £80.00 for a three hour session.  

After discussion, and in the knowledge that the existing youth bus which visited the site fortnightly was not that well used, it was generally concluded that this might not represent good value for money

Members of the Parish Council were anxious that some form of organised activity should be provided in Heybridge during the school summer holiday period, and the possibility of engaging the services of a youth leader was discussed.

RESOLVED that the Property Management Committee be asked to investigate and report back on the implications of making some youth activity provision for the school summer holiday period.

48.
FINANCIAL MATTERS

Further to Minute 45 above, Councillor Prof L E Schnurr drew the Parish Council’s attention to an engraved trophy obtained for presentation at the forthcoming Dog Show.  An account in the sum of £14 for the engraving would be received.

49.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 9.40pm for a short break.  The meeting was then reconvened at 9.50pm.

50.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960.

51.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 21 MAY 2009

Further to Minute 38 above, consideration was given to an update on the situation as referred to in Minute 19 of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 May 2009.

The Chairman was asked to provide the Parish Council with an update on the requested response from the Councillor to two emails regarding the complaint received.  It was noted that the Councillor had experienced some difficulty in responding to those communications, and the Chairman then gave that Councillor the opportunity to respond at this meeting.  In that response, the Councillor explained the difficulty experienced but again rejected what he felt to be false allegations made in the letter of complaint.

There then followed a lengthy discussion during which clarification of the thoughts and intentions of the Councillor, in view of what had been said at the last meeting and subsequent developments, was sought.  Issues of possible breach of the Members Code of Conduct, lack of respect for the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, and the manner in which the Councillor may be representing the Parish Council were raised.

Members were in general agreement with the view expressed that this whole matter had caused much distress and distaste and required resolution.  It was vital that the Parish Council operated as a team and got on with the job of serving the community.

Councillor J W Harrison left the meeting at 10.22pm.

Further lengthy discussion ensued, and it was noted that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had received an emailed response from the Councillor the previous day.  The contents of the recent communications were read out.

RESOLVED

(i) That the Parish Council places on record its extreme dissatisfaction at the behaviour and general conduct of the Councillor in this matter;

(ii)
That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman arrange for a letter to be sent to the Councillor giving notification of the above view, having regard to -

· the Parish Council’s conclusion that by virtue of the complaint and subsequent developments it has been brought into disrepute;

· the failure by the Councillor to respond to communications from the Chairman/Vice Chairman

· consequential concerns as to the Councillor’s future role in representing the Parish Council.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 11.40 pm.

Chairman

16 July 2009
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