HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 19 JUNE 2008 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR W A BOWNES

Councillors Mrs A M Beale, Mrs V G Miller, Kay Ryder, Miss G A Tully 
and Miss L E Wiebe

32.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M R Edwards, 

J W Harrison and Prof L E Schnurr.  The Chairman had no announcements.

33.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 22 MAY 2008


The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 April 2008 were received.


Further to Minute 18 – Parish Council Publicity, the Clerk clarified the position as he understood it following consideration at the last meeting.  He suggested that it would be somewhat unwieldy to have potentially four Councillors involved in the process of arranging press reports.  He would endeavour to carry out this task, but it was open to the interested Councillors to research how other Parish Councils dealt with this.  Those Councillors could also take a proactive role in identifying and preparing for consideration press releases and reports to help publicise the Parish Council’s work and raise its profile.


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 22 May 2008 be approved and confirmed.

34.
MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 22 MAY 2008


RESOLVED that subject to correction of the typographical error in the preamble of Minute 22, the Minutes of the special meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 22 May 2008 be approved and confirmed.

35.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Councillor Mrs V G Miller declared a personal interest in agenda item 8(d) on the basis that the Chairman had agreed additionally to raise a request for financial assistance from the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group.

Two members of the public present were present.  Mr D Knights of Towers Road sought a follow-up to his letter handed in at the Annual Parish Meeting regarding nuisance behaviour in Towers Road.  The letter had been passed to the Police, and WPC Sonia Mirrington, who was present at the meeting, said that she would speak to Mr Knights on this.
36.
CASUAL VACANCIES

The Parish Council considered filling the current three vacant seats.  The current remaining applicants were:


Eileen Cannom, 11 The Square


Ronald McKay, 20 Fir Tree Walk


Bob McNaughton-Muir, 22 Fir Tree Walk


Paula McNaughton-Muir, 22 Fir Tree Walk


Sheila Hall, 7 The Roothings

The Chairman said that the view had been put to him that the Parish Council should withhold further co-option until all Members were present.  It was however acknowledged that the Parish Council had previously decided to co-opt month on month.  The alternative view was that the Parish Council was still able to deal with this matter and proceed to co-opt further.  The Chairman put this to the meeting and on a vote taken it was

RESOLVED that consideration of further co-option be deferred to the next meeting.

37.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

No reports had been received.  An apology for absence had been received from Councillor Miss M R Lewis.
38.
POLICE AND OTHER EMERGENCY SERVICE REPORTS


WPC Sonia Mirrington was present at the meeting and gave a short report.  She said that no particular new crime trends had occurred over the past months, Neighbourhood Watch was to be promoted afresh soon, and arising from the Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting action was to be taken in regard to speeding vehicles in Lawling Avenue.  On the latter item, although a 20mph limit had been requested and would be considered, the County Council was anxious to promote to local residents the Speed Commitment Campaign and to get them to sign up to it.

In reply to a question, WPC Mirrington confirmed that there had been a series of incidents the previous weekend as a result of which two persistent offenders were now in custody.
39.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 5 June 2008 was received, the Minutes having been circulated. 

RESOLVED that the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 5 June 2008 be adopted.
40.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Planning Applications

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
	FUL/MAL/08/00683
	Heybridge West


	Proposed erection of a two storey extension to rear to provide a third bedroom and extended kitchen area

55 Hillary Close Heybridge Essex CM9 4UA
Mr Andrew Chapman
No Comment


	FUL/MAL/08/00675
	Heybridge West


	Single storey extension


56 Doubleday Drive Heybridge Essex CM9 4TL

Mr R Binnington

Support


(b)
Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer
Councillor Kay Ryder, Tree Warden, said she had no matters to report.

A report from Norma Hayward, Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer, was received with appreciation for the amount of proactive work being done.

41.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

The Schedule of Payments was received, from which the following invoices (inclusive of VAT) were presented for payment:

B G Appleton (Contracts) (Plant Hall/DMCP cleansing/sweeping – 3001) - £873.03


123 Connect Ltd (Website domain/hosting – 4601) - £116.33


Rural Community Council of Essex (Subscription 08/09 – 3301) - £105.00

Cllr J W Harrison (reimbursement of travelling expenses – 4601) – claim £235.60

EALC (Training Course 30/6/08 fee) - £105.00
In response to a question, the Clerk sought to clarify the position with regard to the reimbursement of Councillors’ travelling expenses and the above claim by Councillor Harrison.  The basis for reimbursement was clearly set out in the Parish Council’s decision last November.  Councillor Harrison’s claim did however include attendance at certain meetings following information/notifications/fliers circulated by the Clerk in between meetings.  Without setting a precedent in this case, it was important that the Parish Council was aware of who was attending such meetings/events and in what capacity beyond those cases where Councillors had been specifically appointed as a representative or delegate.
RESOLVED that on the basis of the above clarification, the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.

(b)
Statement of Accounts
A statement of accounts to date was circulated at the meeting and noted.

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s insurance renewal premium had been reduced from £4,123.16, as reported to the last meeting, to £3504.69 as a result of the qualifying discount to which the Parish Council was entitled.


(c)
Audit of Accounts 2007/8

The Parish Council considered a draft statement of supporting information for reference to the External Auditor as part of the Annual Return for the above audit.

RESOLVED that the Statement of Supporting Information as appended to these Minutes be approved for submission to the External Auditor.

(d)
Financial contributions/donations

Consideration was given to a proposal referred from the last meeting to assist the Elms Farm Friends Group in its work and activities, as part of an increased involvement by the Parish Council in the locality.  Councillor Kay Ryder said that she would research this further and procure an approach for consideration at the next meeting.
While on this subject, the Chairman agreed to bring forward a letter received from the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group seeking a donation of around £50.00 to assist with the cost of planting for the Group’s entry in this year’s Anglia in Bloom competition.  It was noted that the Parish Council had assisted this Group in the past and was pleased to be associated with its efforts.

RESOLVED that a donation in the sum of £50.00 be made to the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group (s137 exp.).
42.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS
A report from Councillor Prof L E Schnurr on his attendance at a number of meetings recently was tabled and noted.

With regard to the training events listed, Councillor Mrs A M Beale reported on her attendance at the Chariman’s Day 2 session on 3 June 2008.  She said that whilst it was a useful networking event, in terms of training it was of little value.  The Clerk reported that copies of the handouts produced for that session had been received and were available for other Members to read.

It was noted that none of the Working Groups listed had met, although there would be a need to convene the Heybridge Herald Working Group before the next meeting with a view to producing the next edition during the summer.

43.
CHRISTMAS RECEPTION
The Chairman asked Members to give thought to how and when this event should be arranged.  The item would be brought back on the agenda for the next meeting.

44.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS

(a)
EALC training courses

Short Course for Councillors – 30/6/08 (places already booked for Councillors Harrison, Ryder and Wiebe)
Advanced Councillor Training Day 1 – 15/7/08 (places already booked for Councillors Edwards and Harrison) – agreed that Councillor W A Bownes be added.

The Clerk reported that the Advanced Councillor Training Day 2 scheduled for 24 June 2008 had been cancelled and would be rearranged.

(b)
EALC - Royal Garden Party Nominations
It was agreed that former Councillor M B Wilson be nominated.

45.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the following item of business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the press and public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act, 1960.

46.
STAFFING REVIEW

The Parish Council considered the report of the Working Group appointed to review the Parish Council’s establishment and related staffing issues.  From the report of the Working Group’s meeting held on 9 June 2008 it was noted that the review had included both the staffing requirements in relation to Plantation Hall, and also the Parish Council’s administrative support.  On the latter, the need to build into future arrangements an element of succession planning had been highlighted and was accepted.  The Working Group then made recommendations in relation to an increased hourly rate and its application should be applied, and also salary increases in respect of the posts of Clerk and Administrator.


RESOLVED that the recommendations contained in the report be accepted.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.46 pm.

Chairman

17 July 2008
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