HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 19 MARCH 2009 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

(In the Chair)

Councillors J W Harrison, R McKay, Mrs V G Miller

Miss G A Tully and Miss L E Wiebe

239.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs A M Beale and 

M R Edwards.

240.
POLICE PRESENTATION


Chief Inspector N Lee of Maldon Police was at the meeting to give a short presentation on local policing initiatives.  He drew attention to the problem of anti-social behaviour, which was prevalent in the Lawling Avenue area of Heybridge, and outlined his plans to deal with it.  Since previous efforts had been unsuccessful, funding had been secured to put in place the following further plan of action:


1.  Additional high visibility police patrols.


2.  Visiting residential properties to provide information and reassurance, and to conduct a survey of views and perceptions.


3.  Analysis of calls/reports received and providing follow-up visits.


4.  Working with partners, to introduce a diversionary scheme offering youngsters an activity or facility as a consequence of them being moved on.


Chief Inspector Lee expressed his support for the principle of providing a youth shelter in Heybridge and asked to be updated on this.


Parish Councillors and members of the public present then raised questions on issues such as police contact information, lack of response to calls, the location of the proposed youth shelter, and neighbourhood policing.  Chief Inspector Lee dealt with these and updated the Parish Council on some other actions.

241.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Councillor Mrs V G Miller declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 8(c) – Requests for financial assistance, as she was a member of St Andrew’s Parochial Church Council, and also a member of the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group.

Councillor J W Harrison declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 8(a) – Accounts for Payment.


Of the members of the public present, it was noted that there was a wish to speak in relation to agenda item 9 – Remembrance Sunday.

242.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 19 FEBRUARY 2009


Councillor J W Harrison referred to Minute 222 – Accounts for Payment, and said that during the discussion there had been an allegation from the chair that no reports had been received in relation to the events the subject of the expenses claim.  He considered that the Minute was inaccurate by virtue of this omission.  Upon his proposition, seconded by Councillor Miss G A Tully, it was agreed that the following paragraph be added to the preamble:


“It was alleged that no written reports had been provided in relation to any of the events for which this claim had been made.”


RESOLVED that subject to the above amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 February 2009 be approved and confirmed.

Arising from Minute 222, the Clerk agreed to check whether the payment to Councillor Harrison was correct.

243.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

Councillor B E Harker was present at the meeting and submitted a brief verbal report in relation to the community engagement exercise regarding proposed development at Lock Hill, and also on the recent Council Tax deliberations by the District Council.

244.
POLICE AND OTHER EMERGENCY SERVICE REPORTS

No reports were received.

245.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 5 March 2009 was received, the Minutes having been circulated. 

Further to Minute 230 – Grounds Maintenance Contract 2009/10, the Parish Council accepted the Committee’s recommendation.

RESOLVED 

(i)   that the contract renewal for 2009/10 offered by Maldon Parks (DSO) in the sum of £10,431.57 plus vat be accepted.

Further to Minute 233 – Elizabeth Way Amenity Area – Proposed Raised Pathway, the Clerk reported the receipt of the following two quotations for this work:

Groupbridge Ltd - £11,858.00 plus vat

D J Moore - £9,308 plus vat

Concern was expressed as to the whether the depth of construction of the path would be sufficient over part of the site which regularly flooded.  It was therefore agreed that this matter be referred back to the Property Management Committee for further consideration as to the adequacy of the specification for the path over that part of the site.

Further to Minute 229 – Street Lighting Maintenance, consideration was given to prices received for various phases of work including bringing the entire stock of amenity/street lights up to a good condition and future annual maintenance.  The following two prices were received for the first phase of work:

D R Bewers  - £3,107 plus VAT

Jennings and Stollery - £6,018 plus VAT

Jennings and Stollery had quoted the sum of £13,368.00 plus VAT for conversion to Dark Sky Units.

For future maintence in 2009/10, D R Bewers had quoted £2,101.06 plus replacement parts plus VAT.  Jennings and Stollery had quoted a labour charge of £40 per hour plus parts plus VAT, with the same price applicable if all units were converted to Dark Sky.

No response by the given deadline that day had been received from the third contractor approached, Cartledge.

RESOLVED

(ii)  that the prices submitted by D R Bewers for both the initial phase of upgrading work, and for maintenance during 2009/10, to be carried out in September/October, be accepted.

Further to Minute 232 – Programme of Works 2008/9 – Garden/Allotment Plots, the Clerk reported the receipt of a letter from Moat Homes Limited inviting the Parish Council to consider the possible purchase of land of Glebe Road for this purpose.  It was understood that the land would be considered to be of nominal value for this purpose.

Reference was made to the Committee’s agreed action in relation to the possible use of the Rowan Drive Amenity Area and it was felt that all options should be kept open.  The Clerk advised that it was likely that this site had significant constraints that needed careful consideration.

RESOLVED

(iii) that Moat Homes be informed that the Parish Council is willing to consider the possible purchase of the land off Glebe Road (precise area to be determined) for allotment/garden plots purposes;

(iv)  that in all other respects the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 5 March 2009 be adopted.

246.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Proposed development at Lock Hill, Heybridge Basin

Consideration was given to matters arising from the recent community engagement exercise conducted by the prospective developers’ agents.  The remarks of District Councillor Bryan Harker in his earlier report were noted, and the Chairman said that a further approach from the agents was awaited.  He added that it appeared that the local electorate was unimpressed to date.

(b)
Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer

A report from the Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer was received and noted.  The Parish Council’s attention was drawn to overhanging vegetation at the western end of the Green Lane path, and the fact that part of footpath no. 26 was obstructed by the parking of vehicles and a wooden structure.

247.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

The Schedule of Payments was received, from which the following invoices (inclusive of VAT) were presented for payment:

EALC (training course 1/4/09 – Cllr McKay – 4601) - £34.00

Cllr J W Harrison (travelling expenses – MEAF 5/3/09 – 4601) – 25 Miles + parking - £14.00

Mrs B Hughes (Reimburse. cost of repl. Plant. Hall car park gulley cover – 3401) - £41.20

Mr M W Hill (STB Interiors) (Repairs to bench/step at KGV Field and new drain gulley cover – 3401) - £285.00

AtoZ Supplies (Plant. Hall materials – 2501) - £112.36

In addition, the receipt of the following non-domestic rating accounts for 2009/10 had been received from Maldon District Council:

Plantation Hall - £3,928.50

Daisy Meadow Car Park - £5,456.25

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved, and the non-domestic rating accounts be noted.
(b)
Statement of Accounts

A statement of accounts to date was circulated at the meeting and noted.

(c)
Requests for financial assistance

Councillor Mrs V G Miller, having earlier declared a personal and prejudicial interest, left the meeting.

Further consideration was given to the letter that had been received from the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group.

RESOLVED that a donation in the sum of £100.00 be made to the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group with a request that it provides the Parish Council with details of its further activities. (S137 expenditure).

The Parish Council then considered an approach from St Andrew’s PCC regarding possible financial assistance towards the maintenance and repair of the church clock.  Details of an estimate for optional necessary and desirable elements of work were received and it was noted that the Church considered that an estimate of approx. £1,500 was realistic.

At the request of Councillor J W Harrison, consideration was also given to the possible funding of some replacement carpet within the Church.

It was generally agreed that more information was required from the Church on both matters, particularly in terms of exact costs and other potential sources of funding.

Councillor Mrs V G Miller then returned to the meeting.

248.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS

Miss E Cannom and Mr D Knights enquired as to the availability of the background documentation referred to as part of this agenda item.  It was noted that this had not been circulated as part of the agenda, but was on deposit at Plantation Hall.

The Chairman then spoke to the agenda item and referred to the considerable amount of research and information gathering undertaken on this subject.  He said that it was clear from communications with those interested in these matters that the notion of a “main event” as between Maldon and Heybridge no longer had any foundation, and it was open to Heybridge to organise its own local event independent of Maldon and the remainder of the District.

The Chairman then put to the meeting the first part of the agenda item, and in accordance with Standing Order No. 8 Councillor J W Harrison requested that a recorded vote be taken.  The voting was as follows:

For the motion

Councillors R McKay, Miss L E Wiebe, Mrs V G Miller and Prof L E Schnurr.

Against the motion

None

Abstentions

Councillors Miss G A Tully and J W Harrison

The motion was declared carried.

RESOLVED

(i)  that the principle of holding a Remembrance Sunday event in Heybridge this year be agreed;

(ii) that the above decision be communicated to all relevant parties and a Steering Group of Parish Councillors, led by Councillors Miss G A Tully and 

R McKay, and other interested local people, be established to explore and make all necessary arrangements, reporting as necessary to the Parish Council.

249.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS

Reports from Councillors J W Harrison, Prof L E Schnurr, and Miss L E Wiebe on their attendance at outside meetings and events were received and noted.  In addition, Councillor Miss Wiebe’s report updated the Parish Council on the In Bloom Working Group.

With regard to the issue raised by Councillor Harrison regarding the Department of Health consultation on the use of 0844 telephone numbers, it was agreed that it be left to individual Members to make their own comments.

Further to Minute 223 of the last meeting, the revised version of the Risk Management Strategy document had been circulated and was now available for adoption by the Parish Council.

RESOLVED that the Risk Management Strategy be adopted.

250.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS

(a)  Sustainable Communities Act – an invitation by the District Council to submit proposals was received and noted:

(b)  Essex Police event – 31/3/09 at Maldon Town Hall.  It was agreed that Councillors J W Harrison and Miss G A Tully be nominated to attend if places are still available.

(c)  EALC Events:

Parish and Town Councils Alive and Well in Essex (Conference) 22/4/09 - £27.00

Minutes and Agenda 29/4/09 - £34.00

Risk Management 30/4/09 - £54.00

These were noted.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.53 pm.

Chairman

23 April 2009
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