HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2009 at Plantation Hall, 

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN : COUNCILLOR MRS A M BEALE

VICE-CHAIRMAN : COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors M R Edwards, J W Harrison, R McKay, Mrs V G Miller, Kay Ryder, 

Miss G A Tully and, Miss L-E Wiebe,

109.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

All councillors were present.  The Chairman apologised for her recent absence due to ill health.  She then introduced Mrs Chris Walker, recently appointed as Assistant Clerk.

110.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Councillor Mrs V G Miller declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 – proposed purchase of planter for Wood Road.

Of the several members of the public present. Mr R Smith, of Hillary Close, spoke about the problems with anti social behaviour in Hillary Close. He cited problems with a particular property where youngsters were gathering. He had contacted the police, the Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) Officer at Maldon District Council and Colne Housing Association.

The Chairman confirmed that low level ASB, where no crime had been committed, should be dealt with at the District Council and suggested Mr Smith contacts Julia McKenzie, Manager of the Maldon District Community Safety Partnership to discuss the matter.  He was also advised to attend the next Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting, where local police would be present. .  It was agreed that a copy of Mr Smith's ASB diary be forwarded to the District Council with a request for feedback on this reported problem.

111.
MINUTES OF MEETING - 20 AUGUST 2009

It was noted that the Minutes did not show Councillor Kay Ryder as being present and should be amended accordingly.

RESOLVED that subject to the above amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 August 2009 be approved and confirmed.

112.
VACANT SEATS ON PARISH COUNCIL

The Council considered the co-option of Mr Colin Dykes and noted the expression of interest of Mr Clive Gifford.  Mr Dykes had attended Parish Council meetings, confirmed his continuing interest, and had satisfied the requirements of Standing Orders.  Upon the proposition of Councillor R McKay, seconded by Councillor Kay Ryder, and a vote by way of secret ballot, it was

RESOLVED that Mr Colin Richard Dykes of 32 Colchester Road, Heybridge be co-opted as a member of the Parish Council to represent the East Ward.

Mr Dykes, who was present, was then invited to join the Parish Council meeting and made the Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office as a Parish Councillor.

113.
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Councillor B E Harker provided an oral report.  He mentioned the lack of planters in Heybridge East.  He had asked Essex County Council Highways Department for more bus timetables – at the two stops opposite the Bentalls Shopping Centre, in Colchester Road opposite Wood Road, and also opposite Lawling Avenue.  He requested the support of the Parish Council in forwarding that proposal.

He mentioned the closure of Rowan Drive for resurfacing during half term in February 2010. He had requested the relevant road closure and diversion signs.

The police representatives had apologised for being unable to attend.

114.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 3 September 2009 was received from Councillor Prof L E Schnurr, the Minutes having been circulated.  He thanked Councillor Mrs V G Miller for arranging for the replanting of the hanging baskets at Plantation Hall.

The Committee’s recommendation under Minute 104 – Proposed Youth Shelter Project – was received and agreed.

RESOLVED 

(i)  that the provision of a Youth Shelter within King George V Playing Field be proceeded with, and that Councillors Prof L E Schnurr, R McKay and Miss L-E Wiebe form a working party to determine the design and location;

(ii) that in all other respects, the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 3 September 2009 be received and adopted.

115.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS


(a)
Planning Applications
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below:

FUL/MAL/09/0766

HEYBRIDGE EAST (BASIN)

Replacement windows

Blackwater Sailing Club, Basin Road – Blackwater Sailing Club

SUPPORT

ADV/MAL/09/762

HEYBRIDGE WEST

Proposed sponsorship signs

Roundabout Heybridge Approach – Maldon District Council

SUPPORT

FUL/MAL/09/00781

HEYBRIDGE WEST

Double storey extension and conservatory

1 Springfield Cottages – Mr M Brown

SUPPORT


(b)
Possible funding of Neighbourhood Watch Zone signs
A letter had been received from the Watch Administrator, Maldon Police regarding the possibility of the Parish Council funding the provision of signs at key entry points to Heybridge and other prominent locations, at a cost of £12.50 each.  This was seen as positive step to give wider promotion of the the Neighbourhood Watch schemes effective and being developed within Heybridge.  It would be for the Parish Council to arrange installation subject to agreement with the Highways Authority.  A number of locations were identified in the discussion on this item.

RESOLVED that the principle of the purchase of eight signs be agreed, and that the precise locations be determined by the Clerk in consultation with Councillors Edwards, Ryder and Tully.


Councillor C Dykes left the meeting for a short while at this point.

(c)
Reports from the Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer


There were no reports.

116.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

The Schedule of Payments was received including the following invoices (including VAT):-

	Ideal Builders and Decorators
	£1,575.50
	Plant. Hall roof repairs
	2401

	Mrs V G Miller
	£25.98
	Plant. Hall hanging basket refills.
	2401

	Mr D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Plant. Hall window cleaning
	2401

	Pralet Heating Limited
	£233.61
	Plant. Hall annual boiler service
	2401

	D R Bewers
	£146.91
	Plant. Hall lighting repair
	2401

	D R Bewers
	£57.50
	Street Lighting work - Heybridge Basin
	3601

	D R Bewers
	£197.57
	Street Lighting work - Heybridge Basin
	3601

	Bannister Safety Surfacing
	£287.50
	KGV Play Area surfacing repair
	3401

	Audit Commission
	£632.50
	External Audit Fee
	3301

	123connect.co.uk
	£194.06
	Website maintenance/updates May-August
	4601


RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.
(b)
Statement of Accounts

A statement of accounts to date was circulated at the meeting and noted.

Councillor Dykes rejoined the meeting.

(c)
Audit of accounts 2008/9

The Clerk informed councillors that the audit of the accounts for 2008/9 had been satisfactorily concluded. The auditors had made a comment regarding the level of fidelity insurance cover, which they considered low, given the cash balances the council held. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk arranges for the cover to be increased to £145,000.

117.
USE OF MALDON DISTRICT COUNCIL PARK RANGERS SERVICE


The Parish Council considered the report of Councillor Kay Ryder on the possible use of the Park Rangers Service to assist in the supervision of King George V Playing Field and the areas around Plantation Hall.  The report explained the background to and details of the service on offer, and in view of the recent reported incidents of anti-social behaviour and criminal damage, advocated that it would be worthwhile for the Parish Council to invest in a degree of extra supervision/presence.  The report proposed that this be the subject of a trial for three months at an estimated cost of £50 per month.


In the discussion that followed, the view was expressed that other agencies, in particular the District Council, had responsibility for anti social behaviour and should be doing more.  Council taxpayers should not have to pay extra for this.  It was noted however that the Park Rangers were already looking after various District Council-owned sites in Heybridge and in operational terms the proposal simply involved adding one site to that list.  The Rangers could interact with the local youth, and hopefully contribute to a reduction in anti social behaviour.  They also had powers to deal with alcohol misuse, litter and dog fouling.  Interim activity reports would be provided to the Parish Council.


RESOLVED


(i)  that the Maldon District Council Park Rangers Service be engaged for a trial period of three months to visit King George V Playing Field and the areas around Plantation Hall, following which a review be undertaken;

(ii) that details of the Park Rangers contact information be publicised locally once the arrangement becomes effective.

118.
PROPOSED PURCHASE OF PLANTER FOR WOOD ROAD

Councillor Mrs V G Miller outlined her request for a planter to be purchased and placed outside the launderette in Wood Road, similar to that outside the fish/chip shop. She felt this would further enhance the area, understood that the proposal was acceptable to the landowner and said that the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group would maintain it.  After discussion, in which the principle of the proposal was supported and the view expressed that further planters should be provided elsewhere in Heybridge, it was agreed that Councillor Mrs Miller should arrange for the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group to request sponsorship of £700 towards the cost of planter.

119.
REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


(a)
Outside meetings/ training events etc


Councillor M R Edwards reported on his attendance together with Councillor Prof L E Schnurr at the recent EALC event and annual meeting outlining what was discussed.

It was pointed out within the meeting that the Parish Council required written reports on attendance at outside events and meetings, and that certain of these were outstanding.

The Chairman requested that Members provide their written reports for circulation in advance of Parish Council meetings.


(b)
Working Groups

Remembrance Sunday - Councillors Miss G E Tully and R McKay had nothing specific to report, but said that plans were still in progress. Concern was expressed that time was running short, and information on the event required publication in a timely manner.

RESOLVED that Councillors Prof L E Schnurr, Mrs V G Miller and Kay Ryder meet with Councillors Tully and McKay to settle and implement plans.

Heybridge Herald - Councillor Prof L E Schnurr confirmed that the next edition would be going to press at the end of that week.


Risk Management - Councillor M R Edwards confirmed that this was ongoing.

120.
CONSULATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS 


EALC training courses - 

Law and Procedures Course 20/10/09 - £54.00

Health and Safety Course 6/11/09 - £75.00


RESOLVED that the Assistant Clerk attends the Health and Safety Course.

121.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

122.
COMPLAINT AGAINST A PARISH COUNCILLOR

The Clerk referred to the documents circulated previously, including the note of meeting held with the complainant and the response from the Councillor the subject of the complaint.  He added that he understood that a complaint had now been made to the Standards Board.  This was noted and no further discussion took place.


The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm

CHAIRMAN

22 October 2009
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