HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 22 APRIL 2010 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge  (start time 8.28pm)

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR MRS A M BEALE

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors C R Dykes, C E P Gifford, J W Harrison, R Mckay,

Mrs V G Miller, K Ryder and Miss L-E Wiebe

274.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M R Edwards and Miss G A Tully.

275.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no declarations of interest and no indications of public participation.

276.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 18 MARCH 2010


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 March 2010 be approved and confirmed.

277.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ AND EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS

No reports were received.  

278.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 1 April 2010 was received, the Minutes having been circulated.  


Further to Minute 268(e) – Daisy Meadow Car Park, Councillor Prof L E Schnurr updated the Parish Council on discussions he was having with the District Council in connection with the planned removal of the Automated Public Convenience.


Further to Minute 270 – Programme of Works 2010/11, the Parish Council received and accepted the Committee’s recommendation regarding the resumption of a project involving a village sign for Heybridge.  Under the same Minute, the Clerk confirmed that he was not aware of any constraints on the possible use of the Rowan Drive Amenity Area for older persons’ gym equipment.  It was agreed that a budget would need to be allocated for this, but the Property Management Committee could look into this further and report back to the Parish Council.


RESOLVED

(i)  that a village sign for Heybridge be reintroduced as a project for 2010/11.
(ii) that in all other respects the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 1 April 2010 be adopted.

279.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Planning Applications

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-
HOUSE/MAL/10/00218 
Heybridge West 
Change flat roof to a pitched roof
55 Hillary Close Heybridge Essex CM9 4UA
Mr Andrew Chapman
Support
LBC/MAL/10/00232 
Heybridge East 
Install two new double doors, take down one stud partition and install new lighting
ICS Triplex (EMEA) Plc Ics House Hall Road Heybridge
Mr Brian Rentcome
Support
(b)
Essex and Suffolk Shoreline Management Plan

The above consultation had been received from the Environment Agency.  Councillor Prof L E Schnurr had previously circulated some comments by way of a proposed response, and it was noted that there was an exhibition on the Plan in Maldon the following week.  It was agreed that consideration of a response be deferred to the next meeting.

(c)
Cycling Framework

The above consultation had been received from the Essex County Council and Councillor J W Harrison had offered to provide comments as a basis for a possible response.  In view of the timescale for a response, it was

RESOLVED that the response to this consultation be delegated to the Property Management Committee at its next meeting provided that any paper setting out comments and a proposed response is circulated prior to the day of the meeting to ensure proper consideration by all Members.

(d)
Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer

A report from the Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer, having been circulated with the agenda, was received and noted.  It was agreed that Norma Hayward be thanked for her report to the earlier Annual Parish Meeting.

280.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

A schedule of payments was circulated at the meeting and included the invoices/accounts (incl. VAT) set out below. 

	First Choice Construction Ltd
	£1,662.63
	Repairs to roof and wall at Plantation Hall
	2401
	2009/10

	K Locke
	£146.25
	Grounds Maintenance March 2010
	3001
	2009/10

	Northcliffe Media Ltd
	£294.69
	Advert re Clerk post
	4601
	2010/11

	D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Window Cleaning at Plantation Hall
	2401
	2010/11

	A to Z Supplies
	£87.88
	Supplies for Plantation Hall
	2501
	2010/11

	EALC
	£803.38
	Annual Subscription
	3301
	2010/11

	Mr J Williams
	£646.25
	Internal Audit Fee 09/10
	3701
	2009/10


Two other accounts from EALC for a course fee and the Parishes Transportation Group for an annual subscription had also been included on the schedule.  The EALC training course in question had been cancelled and the account therefore withdrawn.  

It was noted that Councillor J W Harrison had previously been requested to report to the Parish Council on the merits and value for money of membership of the Parishes Transportation Group.  In the absence of that report it was agreed that consideration of whether to pay the requested subscription be held in abeyance.

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above listed accounts be approved.
(b)
Statement of Accounts

The summary of the Income and Expenditure account circulated at the earlier Annual Parish Meeting was received and noted.  The Clerk drew the Parish Council’s attention to the higher than budgeted working balance being carried forward from 2009/10.

(c)
Requests for financial assistance

Heybridge Youth Project

Further to the presentation received at the last meeting, a formal approach had been received from Moat Housing requesting a funding contribution of £1,500 towards this project.  Councillor R Mckay reported on a consultation meeting held at the Waring Room on 9 April 2010 and on developments in the work on this project.  The Parish Council noted that there were signs of real commitment from various directions to this project.

RESOLVED

(i)   that funding in the sum of £1,500.00 be agreed for release at the appropriate time (s.137 expend. – other projects budget);
(ii)  that the Property Management Committee considers the possible availability and terms of use of accommodation at Plantation Hall in connection with this project.

Heybridge in Bloom Competition

Councillor Mrs V G Miller spoke to this and the possibility of the Parish Council taking ownership of this event and sponsoring prizes.  It had been the intention that an article/entry form would be placed in the Heybridge Herald still to be issued.  

RESOLVED

(iii) that Councillors Mrs V G Miller and Miss L-E Wiebe be appointed to form a working party to progress and publicise this event and that the principle of expenditure to a maximum of £200.00 be agreed (Promomotions/publicity budget).

(d)
2010/11 Budget - Projects 

The Parish Council gave further consideration to the allocation of the remaining budget for projects in the new financial year.  Although it was noted that the budget was intended for significant projects over and above normal revenue expenditure and other budget heads, it was agreed that the following items if progressed could be met from this budget:

Heybridge Youth Project – agreed financial contribution (£1,500)

Heybridge Village Sign

Street and amenity lighting upgrade

Possible highway improvements/further street naming proposals

Possible improvements at Rowan Drive amenity area

Possible improvement/replacement of the play equipment area at King George V Playing Field

The Clerk reminded the Parish Council that there was a regular budget for play equipment, and significant upgrades ought to be considered as part of the normal budget round.

RESOLVED 

(i)   that Councillors Prof L E Schnurr and Mrs V G Miller be appointed to form a working party to examine the scope for improvements at the Rowan Drive amenity area;

(ii)  that Councillors C E P Gifford, R Mckay and Kay Ryder be appointed to form a working party to examine the scope, including the carrying out of local consultation, for the improvement/replacement of play equipment at King George V Playing Field.

(e)
Insurance Arrangements

The Clerk reported that he had obtained an alternative quote to the renewal now received and there was a significant difference between the two premiums.  The detailed provisions had to be checked through and he would report back on this to the next meeting.

(f)
Internal Audit Letter

The report from the Mr J R Williams, Internal Auditor, on his review of the system of internal control was received and noted with pleasure.  The Assistant Clerk was congratulated on her work in this connection.

281.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS

Reports from Councillor C E P Gifford on his attendance at recent training events were received and noted.

A report from Councillors Prof L E Schnurr on his attendance at recent outside meetings was received and noted.

With regard to Remembrance Sunday, it was noted that Councillors Prof L E Schnurr and Miss G A Tully were to report soon on this.

With regard to the Heybridge Herald, it was reported that work was in progress.

With regard to Risk Management, a report was received on behalf of the working group in which it was recommended that the membership be reduced by the exclusion of Councillor J W Harrison.

RESOLVED that the membership of the Risk Management Working Group be reduced accordingly.

282.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Two matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting were identified.  First, the possible further naming of footpaths, walkways and alleyways within Heybridge, and second the need to include the non-emergency contact information for the Police in the next edition of the Heybridge Herald.

283.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS


The following details were received and noted, or places were agreed as shown:

(a)
EALC training events - 

Advanced Councillor Training Day 2 – 28 April 2010 - £57.00 (Councillor C E P Gifford)

Council Finance Course – 18 May 2010 - £57.00

Risk Management Course – 26 May 2010 - £57.00

A query was raised regarding the Conference Day on 5 May 2010 on which no information was available.  It was generally agreed that there was no need for Parish Council representation.

284.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

285.
POST OF CLERK

The Parish Council considered the report from the Working Group on the outcome of the recruitment process and the proposal to offer a short-term contract, with an in-built review, to Kelly Holland with effect from 1 May 2010.  The proposal included a recommendation that the official mileage rate for approved purposes be applied to the posts of Clerk and Assistant Clerk.

RESOLVED that the report be noted, and that the proposal contained within it agreed and adopted.

The meeting closed at 10.34 pm.

Chairman

20 May 2010
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