HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 18 MARCH 2010 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR MRS A M BEALE

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors C R Dykes, M R Edwards, C E P Gifford, J W Harrison, R Mckay,

Mrs V G Miller, K Ryder, Miss G A Tully and Miss L-E Wiebe

251.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


There were no apologies for absence.

252.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no declarations of interest and no indications of public participation.

253.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 18 FEBRUARY 2010


RESOLVED that subject to the correction of the word “Charman” in item 4 of the body of Minute 228, the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 February 2010 be approved and confirmed.

254.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ AND EMERGENCY SERVICES REPORTS

No reports were received.  Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors A R Cheshire and Miss M R Lewis.

255.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 4 March 2010 was received, the Minutes having been circulated.  An update on a number of items was circulated at the meeting.


The update prepared by the Assistant Clerk dealt with outstanding maintenance and repair items, and a number of actions were agreed.


RESOLVED

(i)   that the single quotations of First Choice Construction/Interiors for the carrying out of roofing repairs to cure the water leak to the Office area (£765.00 plus VAT) and repair/reinstatement of the top brick course to the parapet above The Claydon Room (£650.00 plus VAT), be accepted as good value for money from the original contractor for The Claydon Room project.  (2009/10 commitment);
(ii)  the single quotation from Maldon District Council Parks, the grounds maintenance contractors, for the supply and installation of an additional dog waste bin on the road boundary of King George V Playing Field, in the sum of £230 plus VAT, be accepted;  (2009/10 commitment);
(iii) that the single quotation from Maldon District Council Parks, the grounds maintenance contractors, for the building up of soil around the newly created pathway and top dressing in the sum of £210.00 plus VAT be accepted.  (2009/10 commitment);

The update in relation to the possible repair of Daisy Meadow Car Park and approach road was noted.  There was budget provision for this in 2010/11.  The Chairman of the Committee said that it had been suggested that consideration be given to the marking out of parking bays within the whole of the car park.  He also referred to the proposed removal by Maldon District Council of the APC toilet from Parish Council land adjacent to the access road, and the need for that land to be made good and integrated with other adjoining Parish land.  It was agreed that both matters be considered by the Property Management Committee at its next meeting.


Further to Minute 244(a) – Request for funding by Heybridge U3A – the recommendation of the Committee was accepted.

RESOLVED 

(iv) that a donation in the sum of £300.00 be made to Heybridge U3A towards the purchase of a projector (s.137 – 2009/10 expend);

An update report by Councillors Dykes and Prof Schnurr on Parish/Community Notice boards was circulated at the meeting.  This identified the need to replace two existing notice boards and refurbish three others.  The price of a two panel A2 board with one side covered by a glazed panel had been quoted at £382 including fitting.

With regard to replacement of the Plantation Hall curtains, it was noted that further quotes were awaited.

With regard to the Youth Shelter, it was noted that confirmation from Tom Polden Engineering for the manufacture and supply of the agreed design of shelter had been received in the sum of £7,755.00.  Confirmation of the District Council’s quote for installation was awaited.  It was the intention that this would proceed as a commitment in 2009/10.

RESOLVED

(v)  that the Property Management Committee be authorised to proceed with the programming and completion of the community notice boards project within 2010/11;
(vi) that in all other respects the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 4 March 2010 be adopted.
256.
PRESENTATION – HEYBRIDGE YOUTH PROJECT

The Parish Council received a presentation from Nicola Syder of Moat Housing and Owen Thom of Maldon District Council.  Moat and the District Council had been working together on the possibility of establishing a youth activity centre/club within Heybridge.  In conjunction with the Plume Community Forum, two consultation events were proposed on 9 and 16 April.  It was the hope that the use of Plantation Hall could be secured in the future.

A meeting with interested parties had been held the previous day, and Councillor R Mckay had attended.  The issue of funding had been discussed and this included a possible contribution by Heybridge Parish Council.

In the discussion that followed, the proposal was welcomed and an indication given that the Parish Council would give it every possible support.  Reference was also made to the Youth Bus and the possibility of this being brought back to Heybridge.  The outcome of the proposed consultation was awaited with interest, and a further approach to the Parish Council in terms of a request for funding would follow.

RESOLVED that Councillors R Mckay and Kay Ryder be nominated to monitor developments on this project and liase as necessary on behalf of the Parish Council.

257.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Developers’ Guide to Infrastructure Contributions

A consultation on the revision to the above policy document had been received.

Although it was noted that that for the most part the document represented a continuation of the policy set out in the previous document, the Parish Council wished to be reassured that the ability to influence and secure contributions for local infrastructure improvements through planning obligations remained unaffected.  To that end, the Parish Council considered the prospect of the introduction of a Community Infrastructure Levy to be unhelpful.

RESOLVED that the County Council be informed of the above comments.

(b)
Speed Limits – Broad Street Green Road and Scraley Road

The Parish Council considered the report of the Clerk on the possible seeking of an extension of the existing 30mph limits in these two roads.

RESOLVED that the recommendations contained in the report relating to extension of these speed limits and the possible placement of bollards or other safety features adjacent to the highway verge and path leading to Maple Avenue be accepted.

(c)
Essex County Council (Maldon District)(Permitted Parking Area and Special Parking Area)(Amendment No 11) Order 20**

The Parish Council received and noted details of the above Order that included previously requested parking restrictions at Crescent Road, Hall Road and Basin Road/Maritime Avenue.

(d)
Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer

A report from the Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer, having been circulated with the agenda, was received and noted.

258.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

A schedule of payments was circulated at the meeting and included the invoices/accounts (incl. VAT) set out below. 

	Maldon District Council
	£3,353.40
	£3,353.40
	Council Tax Plantation Hall £335.40 then £335.00 Direct Debit
	2201

	Maldon District Council
	£4,968.00
	£4,968.00
	Council Tax Daisy Meadow CP £495 then £497.00 Direct Debit
	3201

	Rural Community Council of Essex (RCCE)
	£35.00
	£35.00
	Subscription
	3301

	EALC
	£108.00
	£108.00
	Training Course fees - 10 and 31 March 2010
	4601

	J W Harrison
	
	
	Mileage Claim - 147 miles (£58.80) claimed
	4601

	Maldon District Council
	£2,313.43
	£1,968.88
	Grounds Maintenance to end March 2010
	3001


Councillor J W Harrison declared a personal interest in this item.

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts together with the claim by Councillor J W Harrison be approved.
(b)
Statement of Accounts

An updated statement of the income and expenditure account was circulated at the meeting.

(c)
Requests for financial assistance

Elms Farm Park Conservation Group

Details of a project list of items sought by the Elms Farm Park Conservation Group were received.  In the discussion that followed, various proposals were made and either withdrawn or were not seconded.  While there was considerable support for this facility and its further enhancement, the potential funding from Maldon District Council was questioned and the view was expressed that improvements in other parts of the Parish were also required.

Following a further proposition by Councillor Mrs V G Miller, seconded by Councillor Prof L E Schnurr, and an amendment by Councillor R Mckay, seconded by Councillor C E P Gifford, which was agreed, it was

RESOLVED 

(i)   that a financial contribution be made to Elms Farm Park Conservation Group in the sum £1,000.00 (s.137 - 2009/10 expenditure).

Heybridge Youth Project

It was agreed that this be considered at the next or future meeting in the light of a further report and a formal request for a funding contribution.

Heybridge Basin Village Sign

The Clerk reported on a letter received from Mrs P Abbott on behalf of the local community engaged on the above project which the Parish Council had agreed to support financially.  This sought a view on whether the Parish Council was willing to adopt for future maintenance purposes the sign once it had been completed, and also reimbursement of the expenses incurred to date.  It was noted that expenditure relating to the metal framework, artwork, erecting the pole and completion of the sign remained outstanding and would be an expense in the new financial year.

It was noted that a decision on future maintenance, and the ability to insure the item, was required since the Essex County Council wished to be assured of public liability cover for the sign prior to its installation.

RESOLVED

(ii)  that the Parish Council agrees to assume responsibility for future maintenance of the sign following completion of its installation, and that the sum of £1,080.76 be paid to Mrs P Abbott by way of reimbursement for the costs incurred to date on this project (s.137 - 2009/10 expenditure).

(d)
2010/11 Budget - Projects 

The Parish Council gave further consideration to the allocation of the remaining budget for projects in the new financial year.  It was agreed that this be deferred to the next meeting.

259.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS

Reports from Councillor C E P Gifford on his attendance at recent training events were received.  It was agreed that the content of these be considered at the next meeting.

Reports received from Councillors J W Harrison and Prof L E Schnurr on their attendance at recent training events and meetings were received and noted.

With regard to Remembrance Sunday, it was noted that Councillors Prof L E Schnurr and Miss G A Tully were working on a procedure note/protocol for this event.

With regard to the Heybridge Herald, it was reported that work in progress meetings had been held.

With regard to Risk Management, it was hoped that a report would be submitted to the Parish Council at its next meeting.

260.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Parish Council considered arrangements for the forthcoming Annual Parish Meeting on 22 April 2010.

261.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS


The following details were received and noted, or places were agreed as shown:

(a)
EALC training events - 

Law and Procedures Course – 23 April 2010

In House Training Courses

Internal Audit Workshops

It was agreed that the principle of participation in the proposed Internal Audit Workshops be agreed.

262.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED that having regard to the confidential nature of the following business to be transacted, the meeting be not now open to the public pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

263.
THE ROOTHINGS AMENITY AREA AND ADJACENT PROPERTY

The Parish Council considered the report of the Clerk on a recommended course of action involving some repair/remedial work to the wall to the rear of The Roothings properties adjacent to the amenity area and the formation of an embankment on the amenity area side.  A quotation had been received from the Parish Council’s grounds maintenance contractors for the proposed work, details of which were set out in the report.

It was noted that the Parish Council had no direct responsibility for the wall and there was no clear information as to ownership.  It was however open to the Parish Council as a responsible owner of adjoining land to look to safeguard its potential public liability.

RESOLVED that the principle of carrying out the proposed work in 2010/11 be agreed, but for now the proposed work be the subject of consultation with the residents of The Roothings, completely without prejudice or acceptance of any liability in this matter.

264.
POST OF CLERK

The Parish Council considered the report of the Working Group appointed to consider a way forward in the light of the earlier report of the Clerk and his intention to cease his present level of commitment by the end of May 2010.

The report dealt with all aspects of the potential recruitment process for a replacement Clerk including the principle of moving the post from a position of local agreement to the National Agreement on Salaries and Conditions of Service of Local Council Clerks 2004.  The alternative job profiles had been examined and a Local Council Grading had been identified.  There were no significant financial implications for the Parish Council at this stage, although there would be if the commitment of the post was increased from 15 to 20 hours per week, and this was detailed in the report.

It was agreed that the arrangements for the appointment of a replacement Clerk needed to be kept fairly flexible, and the possibility of the appointment of an interim Clerk was mentioned.

RESOLVED that the principle of adoption of the National Agreement and the related grading of the post as set out in the report be accepted, and that the Working Group be authorised to proceed with the recruitment and appointment process on the basis as also outlined in the report.

The Chairman then reported the receipt of a letter from the Assistant Clerk in relation to the post she held.  This was received with regret and noted.

The meeting closed at 10.19 pm.
Chairman

22 April 2010
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