HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the 

HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 

held on THURSDAY 23 OCTOBER 2008 at Plantation Hall,

Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR W A BOWNES

VICE-CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors Mrs A M Beale, J W Harrison, Mrs V G Miller, 

Kay Ryder, Miss G A Tully and Miss L E Wiebe

123.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


An apology for absence was received from Councillor M R Edwards.  The Chairman said that he had no announcements.

124.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 24 SEPTEMBER 2008


RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 24 September 2008 be approved and confirmed.

125.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No declarations of interest were received.

A delegation of youngsters from the Lawling Avenue area enquired as to the possible provision of facilities such as a youth shelter at Drapers Farm.  After considerable discussion, Members of the Parish Council agreed to meet informally with the youngsters on a separate occasion.

Mr D Knights of Glebe Road enquired as to progress regarding the siting of a container unit on land to the rear of Glebe Road.  The Clerk said that the Planning Enforcement Officer at the District Council had been informed that the container would be removed in November.

126.
VACANT SEATS

Further to the decision taken at the last meeting, the Clerk advised that the only response received from the previous candidates was from Miss 
E Cannom who wished to have more time to think about her position.

127.
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

The Clerk reported that Councillor A R Cheshire had apologised for not being able to attend the meeting.  Councillor Mrs A M Beale reported on decisions taken by the District Council on planning applications for bin stores in the Wood Road area.

128.
POLICE AND OTHER EMERGENCY SERVICE REPORTS

Although there was no police representative present, Councillor Prof L E Schnurr reported that he had met with the local PCSO that morning to discuss various issues.  He understood that only the one PCSO was currently assigned to Heybridge and suggested that an enquiry be made with a view to the Parish Council assisting with the funding of another post.  After discussion, he withdrew his proposal and it was agreed that Councillor J W Harrison contacts the Chief Inspector of Maldon Police to establish the reason behind the present position.

129.
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

A report on the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 9 October 2008 was received, the Minutes having been circulated. 

Further to Minute 122 – Other Urgent Property Management Business – it was noted for the record that Minute 112 as referred to was of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 24 September 2008.

RESOLVED that subject to the above clarification, the report of the meeting of the Property Management Committee held on 9 October 2008 be adopted.
130.
PLANNING, HIGHWAYS AND ENVIRONMENT MATTERS
(a)
Planning Applications

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following application:-
FUL/MAL/08/01123
HEYBRIDGE EAST

Rear conservatory and erection of small railing to front of boundary

6 Lawling Avenue, Heybridge

Mrs Julia Hayward

SUPPORT for the proposed rear conservatory but OBJECT to the proposed railing as it is considered that this would be out of keeping with the character of the existing street scene.

(b)
Reports from Tree Warden and Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer

Councillor Kay Ryder, Tree Warden, said she had no items to report.  Councillor J W Harrison requested that the residual trunk of a tree removed to the rear of Plantation Hall be properly dealt with, and that some laurel on both sides of the footpath at Green Lane required cutting back.  Councillor Ryder agreed to speak to the Administrator on these matters.

A report from the Public Rights of Way Liaison Officer, having previously been circulated, was received and noted.

(c)
Elms Farm Park Draft Management Plan

Councillor Kay Ryder reported on this consultation document produced by the District Council in conjunction with the Elms Farm Park Steering Group, and drew attention to the specific proposal to create a new reedbed wildlife habitat at the lake area.  She gave an indication of the potential cost and sought the Parish Council’s view as to a possible financial contribution.

RESOLVED

(i)  that the Elms Farm Park Draft Management Plan be supported;

(ii) that support be given to the principle of a financial contribution towards the proposed reedbed work project, subject to further information as to cost and other sources of funding being provided by the District Council, and to the available money being identified by the Ad Hoc Working Group as part of the Parish Council’s budget review.

(d)
Heybridge Basin – Future Planning/Development and Infrastructure Improvements

The Parish Council considered a report by Councillor Prof L E Schnurr on two matters.

The first was the identified need to have an accurate survey of the Parish Council’s land ownership at Daisy Meadow Car Park, in particular adjacent to the former chapel premises, in view of potential redevelopment or change of use of that property.  The Clerk circulated a properly surveyed plan showing the limits of the land incorporating and beyond the existing APC unit.  This had been produced with the assistance of District Council Technical Staff for which a modest charge would be made.

RESOLVED

(i)  that the action taken to date be endorsed, and that the Clerk progresses this matter further to ensure that the survey plan includes the totality of land in the Parish Council’s ownership with a view to a future submission to the Land Registry.

The second matter identified the need to raise with the District Council the issue of required community infrastructure improvements that should accompany any approval to redevelop certain ‘brown field’ sites within Heybridge Basin.  In relation to the former Timber Yard site it was felt that the District Council’s existing Supplementary Planning Document was incomplete.

RESOLVED

(ii) that a formal request be submitted to the District Council with a view to provision being made to cover this deficiency, the details to be determined through discussion with the Parish Council.

(e)
Annual Parish Planning Seminars

It was agreed that Councillors J W Harrison and Prof L E Schnurr should attend the daytime session of this seminar on 27 October 2008.

(f)
Assessment of Potential Development Land – Call for Sites

The Parish Council noted a letter sent out by the District Council seeking information on sites with genuine development potential for assessment in connection the preparation of its Core Strategy under the Local Development Framework.

(g)
Goldhanger Road – junction with Basin Road

A letter had been received from Mrs J Bowhill of Ye Olde Tollgate, Basin Road seeking support for her request for speed reduction measures along Goldhanger Road in the vicinity of the above junction.  It was noted that there was little scope for physical engineering measures given the status of the road and the existing speed limit.  The Clerk reported however that relevant speed and accident data had been requested and that further information on this was awaited from Essex County Council.

RESOLVED that the Area Highways Office of Essex County Council be asked to look at introducing or increasing the warning signs and lines in relation to this junction.

(h)
Proposed conversion of improved footways to cycleways

Details of a proposal by Essex County Council to confer legal rights over improved footways in Maldon and Heybridge to enable shared or segregated routes for cyclists and pedestrians were received and supported.

131.
FINANCIAL MATTERS


(a)
Payments Schedule

The Schedule of Payments was received, from which the following invoices (inclusive of VAT) were presented for payment:

Royal British Legion (Wreath – 4601) - £16.50 plus donation.

D G Chinnery (Plant. Hall windows – 2401) - £45.00

CPRE (Ann. Subsc. – 3301) - £28.00

The Parish Council received an explanation as to the unusually high amount of the direct debit payment for electricity charges as shown on the schedule.

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved and that in addition to the settlement of the Royal British Legion account a donation of £50.00 be made (s.137 expend.).

(b)
Statement of Accounts

A statement of accounts to date was circulated at the meeting and noted.

(c)
Banking Arrangements

The Clerk reported with brief details of the security of the Parish Council’s banking arrangements in the light of the world financial crisis.  It was noted that the Parish Council had no other investments or credit arrangements.

(d) Ad Hoc Working Group on Estimates and Budgetary Control

RESOLVED that the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Councillor Kay Ryder be appointed to form the above Working Group together with the Clerk and the Internal Auditor.

132.
PROPOSED YOUTH SHELTER PROJECT

The Parish Council considered a way forward on the above project.  It was noted that it had not been possible for approval to be given to a final report on conclusions to enable publicity to be included in the Heybridge Herald.  A report including corroborative evidence from other relevant agencies would be submitted to the next meeting, and publicity as the final consultation on this project would be determined at that time.  A final decision on the project would be made at the December meeting.

133.
LAND ADJACENT 109 BASIN ROAD, HEYBRIDGE BASIN

Consideration was given to a report from Councillor Prof L E Schnurr proposing that steps be taken to secure ownership of a small parcel of land on which the community notice board currently stood.  There was no other suitable location for the notice board and it was understood that the current owners were prepared to dispose of the requisite piece of land.

RESOLVED that authority be given to seek a valuation of the land in question and for a formal approach to be made to the current owners.

134.
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING GROUPS

A report from Councillor Prof L E Schnurr on various recent meetings he had attended was received and noted.

Councillor Mrs V G Miller reported regarding the proposal to appoint a Parish Youth Officer, and a recent meeting with Moat Housing and the St. Andrew’s Church Vicar.  The possible provision of a graffiti board and the opening up of the Waring Room for youth activities had been discussed.  She and Councillor Prof L E Schnurr would take this matter forward with a view to a report to the December meeting.

Councillor Prof L E Schnurr reported on arrangements for the imminent printing and distribution of the Heybridge Herald.  The same distribution arrangements as applicable to the last addition were agreed together with the need to make provision for delivery in any areas not covered by these arrangements.

Councillor J W Harrison reported that a further document on Risk Management would be submitted to the next meeting.

Councillor Harrison also reported on arrangements for the Remembrance Sunday event at Heybridge including the parade.  It was agreed that a public address facility be obtained, as before, from Marks Tey Radion in line with the quote obtained by Councillor Harrison.  Other issues discussed included police support, liaison with the Vicar, and publicity.

With regard to the Heybridge Hall Ditch Working Group it was noted that a response from the Environment Agency to some information obtained from the District Council was awaited.

With regard to the Christmas Reception, the Chairman said that he was giving this further thought and would communicate with Councillors.

135.
CONSULTATIONS/NOTIFICATIONS

(a) EALC training courses – Councillor Training Day 1 (5/11), Insurance Workshop (12/11), Chairmans Day 3 (18/11), Food Hygiene (25/11).

It was agreed that places be booked for Councillors Mrs A M Beale and 

J W Harrison to attend the Chairmans Day 3 course (£52 per place).

(b) Essex County Council – Parish Passenger Transport Representatives Meeting – 11 November 2008 at Maldon.  Councillor Harrison to attend.

(c) EALC – annual meeting for Maldon District – 13 November 2008.  The Clerk agreed to check on the venue for this meeting.

(d) Essex County Council – Working in Partnership to Reduce Crime and Disorder on Essex Buses – 19 November 2008 at Chelmsford.  Councillor Harrison had responded to this invitation previously circulated.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05 pm.

Chairman

20 November 2008
PAGE  
- 67 -


