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Minutes of the meeting of the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the Parish Council held on THURSDAY 28th APRIL 2011 at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.







PRESENT

CHAIRMAN: COUNCILLOR MICHAEL EDWARDS

Councillors:

Kay Ryder

Ron McKay

Veronica Miller



Lew Schnurr
10/384
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors Clive Gifford and Gill Tully.
RESOLVED that the apologies be accepted.

10/385
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman thanked all members of the committee for their contributions over the past year.  Cllr. Prof. Lew Schnurr was welcomed to the meeting as a substitute for Cllr. Clive Gifford who was unable to attend the meeting.
10/386
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 31st March 2011 were received.

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 31st March 2011 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

10/387
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS,  AND INDICATIONS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.
No interests were declared.

A member of the public complained that the agenda and meeting papers were not available at Plantation Hall.  The Clerk advised that the papers had been available but there had office opening hours had been limited as the Assistant Clerk was on annual leave.  The Chairman of the Committee had been covering her duties when he had been available.
10/388
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MATTERS
(a)  
BMX track at Rowan Drive 
Further to minute 10/361 (d), members had visited the site to ascertain whether it would be suitable for allotments.  The main objections for allotments for the site were that water would have to be laid on and there was not sufficient parking.  

The Chairman advised members that he had been approached by local families whilst visiting the site who had expressed an interest in using the site for a play area.  
Councillors Michael Edwards and Clive Gifford had visited Drapers Farm to investigate the feasibility of a BMX track.  Members were advised that the site is ideal for a track and it was suggested that funding from the Big Society fund be considered.

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr left the meeting, 7.46pm

Councillor Prof Lew Schnurr returned to the meeting, 7.46pm

RESOLVED that 

(i) the use of the land at Rowan Drive for a play area be deferred to the next meeting of the committee for the play equipment working party to investigate;

(ii) the creation of a BMX track at Drapers Farm be deferred to the next meeting of the committee for the play equipment working party to investigate.

(b) Blinds for the meeting room
Members were advised that the meeting room had been decorated and that blinds were now required.  

Members received three quotations for suitable blinds.

RESOLVED that the Assistant Clerk be authorised to choose the most suitable blind from the quotes specified, to a maximum cost of £50.00.

(c) 
Running Costs and emergency budgets for Plantation Hall
The Chairman advised that the Assistant Clerk currently has the authority to spend £250.00 on the day to day running of Plantation Hall.  It was noted that there was not authority for expenditure in an emergency.  Authorising a small emergency budget would ensure any damages could be resolved efficiently without prior approval.  Any expenditure would be reported to the next meeting of the committee for ratification.
RESOLVED that the Assistant Clerk be authorised to spend £250.00 on emergencies at Plantation Hall without gaining prior approval.

(d) Charity Race night
Members were advised that a charity race night was being held to raise money for a local child who was ill.  The committee had been asked to waive the hall hire and damages deposit for the cause.
Members were concerned that waiving the fees may set a precedent even though it was a very worthwhile cause.
RESOLVED that 

(i) a donation of £56.00 be made to the cause towards the hall hire costs;
(ii) a horse be sponsored for the race night at a cost of £50.00.
(e)  
Urgent works to the roof at Plantation Hall
Children had gained access to the roof of the hall and had subsequently broken some tiles.  Due to the urgency of the works, the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman of the Property Management Committee, authorised the repair works to the roof at a cost of £70.00.

RESOLVED that the urgent works to the roof of Plantation Hall at a cost of £70.00, be ratified.
(f)  
Food Hygiene Certificate

Members received a copy of the certificate that had been presented to the Darby and Joan Club for the use of the kitchen in Plantation Hall.
RESOLVED that the achievement be noted.
(g) Out of Hours Charges

Members received a proposal for a one off charge of £50.00 for emergencies between the hours of midnight and 8am.  In addition, an hourly rate of £48.00 with a minimum charge of two hours.  For community use such as elections, a one off charge of £300.00 be levied.

Members suggested that the proposal be for any use between the hours of midnight and 8am, not just emergencies.

RESOLVED that the committee RECOMMEND to the Parish Council 

(i) a one off charge of £50.00 be levied for any use between the hours of midnight and 8am;

(ii)
an hourly rate of £48.00 with a minimum of two hours charged;

(iii) a one off charge of £300.00 be levied for community use such as elections;

10/389
PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2010 – 2011
(a)  
Play Equipment
When ordering the replacement swing seat for the play area at Plantation Hall, it was identified that purchasing two seats would be more cost effective.  The broken seat had been replaced and the a spare swing seat was in storage.

The swing at Elizabeth Way play area was being monitored and the spare seat would be fitted if it was felt necessary. 
(b) Plantation Hall Decoration
The decoration of the Claydon room, meeting room and kitchen had been completed over the Easter holiday period.  Unfortunately, the quote did not include fixing a dado rail in the meeting room.  Councillor Michael Edwards was in the process of obtaining a quotation to fix the rail to the wall, there was wood left over from the rail in the Claydon Room.  Stage two was now completed.
A quote of £1500 had been received to fit sliding doors to the upper storage areas above the cupboards in the main hall.  Additional quotes are awaited.
10/390
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following application:-
Application No:
FUL/MAL/11/00285
Proposal:
Mooring of two residential boats for caretaker/security staff

Location:
Mooring 1 And 2, Canal Bank, Basin Road
SUPPORT

10/391
Financial Matters

The schedule of payments was received from which the following invoices (including VAT) were presented for payment:-
	K Holland

	£15.84

	Reimbursement Telephone cost month April 2011
	4601


	The Basin Oars
	£100.00
	Donation
	1371

	Essex Pension Fund
	£155.58
	Pension Contribution re month April 2011
	3101

	M W Hill
	£70.00
	Repairs to front wall
	2401

	M & G Fire Protection
	£72.00
	Service of Fire Alarm at Plantation Hall
	2401

	HighSeatChairs
	£960.00
	Supply 4 Ortho Delux Chairs
	4501

	Turpin
	£99.00
	P.A.T. Testing
	4601

	A & J Lighting Solutions

	£193.56

	Repairs to Lighting at Plantation Hall and Wharf Road
	2401/3601



Members were advised that the British Telecom bill covers line rental, calls and the payphone in the main hall.  If the Parish Council decided to provide a pay phone, as it is duty bound to do, the cost would be £100.00 to purchase one.  However, if the pay phone was vandalised/broken, the Parish Council would have to replace it.  At present the cost from British Telecom for the payphone is £58.00 per quarter.  

RESOLVED that 
(i)  
the above accounts be approved for payment;
(ii)
the committee approve the quarterly cost of £58.00 to British Telecom for the provision of a payphone in Plantation Hall.

10/392
NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE
The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 9th June 2011 at 7.30pm.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.












CHAIRMAN












9th June 2011
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