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Minutes of the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE of the Parish Council held on WEDNESDAY 8th DECEMBER 2010 at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge.







PRESENT

CHAIRMAN: COUNCILLOR MICHAEL EDWARDS
Councillors:

Clive Gifford

John Harrison

Kay Ryder




Gill Tully

Ron McKay

10/192
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor C. Gifford had advised that he would be late to the meeting as he was fulfilling duties required in his position of Chairman of the Parish Council.
10/193
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The meeting of the Property Management Committee was scheduled for 2nd December 2010.  Due to adverse weather conditions, the meeting was cancelled and rescheduled for 8th December 2010.  The Chairman of the Committee thanked members for attending the rescheduled meeting.

10/194
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7th October 2010 were received.

RESOLVED that subject to an amendment to minute 10/168 (b), the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4th November 2010 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

10/195
DECLARATION OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS,  AND INDICATIONS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.


None.

10/196
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MATTERS
(a)  
Progress Report from the Assistant Clerk.

The report having been circulated with the agenda was received.

(i) Handle/lock to the administration room in Plantation Hall

Councillor John Harrison requested clarification on how the lock was broken.
Members were advised that there had been a problem with the internal spindle of the lock for some time which had gradually been getting worse.  The lock finally broke on Remembrance Sunday.

(b) Electricity pole in King George V field
Following on from minute 10/168 (d), Councillor Michael Edwards advised that he had now reported the correct pole to UK Power Networks and was waiting for a reply.

Councillor Harrison advised members that British Telecom engineers on site had informed him that the pole belonged to BT.  It was possible that the new electricity pole had been installed in King George V playing field as telephone and electricity cables have to be a certain distance apart.

Councillor Michael Edwards advised he would look into the matter.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Property Management Committee on 6th January 2011.
(c)  
Car park disclaimer signage 
Apologies were received from Councillor Michael Edwards who had been unable to progress this matter further.
RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Property Management Committee on 6th January 2011.
(d) Request for financial assistance from St Clare’s Craft Circle
A letter had been received from St Clare’s craft circle requesting help towards the hall hire charges.  The craft circle use the main hall twice a year to hold a fayre to sell items that they have made.  All funds raised are donated to Farleigh Hospice.
Members discussed the possibility of introducing a charity rate for hire of the hall.  It was also suggested that the hall hire could be donated back to the craft circle.
Councillor Michael Edwards would look into charity rates and report back to the next meeting.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Property Management Committee on 6th January 2011.

(e)  
Amenity Lighting

The Parish Council are responsible for 35 lights within the parish.  The contractor that is used to carry out repairs is expensive and slow to respond to reports of faulty lights.
Councillor Clive Gifford joined the meeting, 7.58pm.

Councillor Michael Edwards was meeting with the current contractor along with Maldon District Council with a view to a new contract being undertaken by the contractor which detailed call out charges, prices for parts and response times.  The contract would be reviewed after 3 months.
One quote had already been received, further quotes would be obtained following the meetings.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Property Management Committee on 6th January 2011.

10/197
PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2010 – 2011
(a)  
Curtains/Blinds to the Main Hall
Councillor Gill Tully advised that she had tried to obtain further quotes for the cleaning of the curtains but the contractors were not available to quote until after the Christmas period.
It was noted that three quotes had been obtained, one for cleaning the curtains and two for replacing the curtains.  The quotes to replace the curtains were tailored to a specific material that may be too dark for the main hall.  If the committee decided to replace the curtains further quotes would be needed for a lighter colour fabric.
Members noted that the quote to clean the curtains included cleaning, repairing, re-hanging and re-fire proofing the existing curtains.  The contractor guaranteed that the fire proofing would last ten years.

RESOLVED that the curtains to the main hall would be cleaned, repaired and fire proofed at a cost of £1500.00.
(b) King George V Playing Field – Play Area
The bushes to the swings had been replaced and the works required that had been identified in the RoSPA report had been completed.
(c) Plantation Hall Decoration
Three quotes were received for the decoration to the main hall ranging from £1970.00 to £3102.50.  All quotations included a scaffolding tower, cherry picker and 3 or 4 days labour.

Councillor Clive Gifford declared a personal interest as he had used of the contractors and advised that the work was of good quality.
Councillor Harrison requested clarification as to how much of a premium was in the quote for working during the Christmas period compared to other times of the year.  Councillor Michael Edwards advised that the contractor had not been advised when the works were due to be carried out.  This caused concern as it was unclear whether the contractors would be available to undertake the work at the required time.
It was noted that one company had quoted for the painting of the sliding doors in the main hall and the other had not.  As the quotes were not identical, members requested Councillor Edwards obtain an amended quote to be presented to the Parish Council meeting.

RESOLVED that the item be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 16th December 2010.

10/198 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below:-


Application No:
FUL/MAL/10/00902
Proposal:
Change of use of land to accommodate a camping and touring park
Location:
Land adjacent to Osea Leisure Park, Goldhanger Road, Heybridge

SUPPORT

Councillor Harrison objected to the application.

10/199
Financial Matters

The schedule of payments was received from which the following invoices (including VAT) were presented for payment:-
	Pralet Heating
	£97.53
	Works re Heating Boiler at Plantation hall
	2401

	Essex Supplies (UK) Ltd
	£22.03
	Supplies for Plantation Hall
	2501

	Key Solutions
	£199.00
	Works re lock at Plantation Hall
	2401

	D G Chinnery
	£45.00
	Window cleaning at Plantation Hall
	2401

	M W Hill
	£35.00
	Works re Ladies Toilet at Plantation hall
	2401

	Konica Minolta Business Solutions (UK) Ltd
	£69.23
	Photocopy costs
	4601


Members queried the petty cash request for the Assistant Clerk and finance officer as the amounts did not agree.  The Clerk was asked to request clarification.
RESOLVED that

(i) the two cheques for petty cash not be signed;

(ii) clarification be sought from the finance officer as to the discrepancy regarding the amounts;

(iii) the petty cash requests be deferred to the next meeting of the Parish Council on 16th December 2010;

(iv) the remaining cheques be authorised for payment.

10/200
NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE
The next meeting of the Property Management Committee of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 6th January 2011 at 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm.












CHAIRMAN












6th January 2011
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