HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

of the Parish Council held on THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER 2009 

at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

Councillors Mrs A M Beale (Presiding), M R Edwards, C E P Gifford, J W Harrison, Mrs V G Miller, Miss G A Tully, and Miss L-E Wiebe

167.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

In the absence of the Chairman, it was agreed that Councillor M R Edwards should be appointed Chairman of the Committee for this meeting.

IN THE CHAIR  :  COUNCILLOR M R EDWARDS

168.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Prof L E Schnurr and 

C R Dykes.

169.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 November 2009 were received.

It was agreed that Minute 146 – Declarations of Interest and Public Participation, be amended to note that Mrs Sheila Hall circulated to Councillors letters from 14 out of 16 of the residents in The Roothings relating to the trespass/fencing issues.

RESOLVED that subject to the above amendment, the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 5 November 2009 be approved and confirmed.

170.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING


There were no matters arising.

171.
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS 
AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Cllr C E P Gifford declared an interest in agenda item 7 – Community Noticeboards.  There were a number of members of the public present from Springfield Cottages – Mr Conrad and Mrs Tamsin Moran from No 15, Steph Batterby from No 19 and Malcolm Lealen from No 13.

They provided a short presentation outlining their objections to the planning application for the erection of 30 dwellings on the land west of Everest Way.

Their reasons included:

· The development was outside the local plan. There were exceptions for villages, but MDC Development Plan did not classify Heybridge as a village.

· The development was on a green field site and may set a planning precedent.

· No justification for the development had been shown by sequential testing in other areas, to “spread the load” of social housing.

· Conservation area status was being sought for The Roothings and Springfield Cottages, which included industrial housing built by Bentalls.

· The plans do not show the effect of the development in context with the surrounding areas, for instance, Springfield Cottages would be dwarfed by the new housing. The access route was too narrow.

· The design was not environmentally friendly and should be changed.

· The application did not justify the building of a development of all social housing.

· The land adjacent to the development was also owned by Colne Housing and the area designated as a cycle store could be used, in time, as a further access point.

· The ecological impact of the development had not been fully investigated. The area was home to bats, birds of prey and this was not covered by the survey.

· The position of the development would affect pedestrian access to Bentalls Shopping Centre.

· The development may lead to an increase in pedestrians in The Roothings and Woodfield Cottages.

The Chairman thanked the group for their presentation and comments. The group then left the meeting.

172.
UPDATE ON PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MATTERS


The Committee was updated on the following points:-


(a)
Plantation Hall

Roof

There was still a leak outside the caretakers’ room. Martin Cottrill had completed work on all other leaks except this one. A report on progress and a timescale for completion had been requested, but no response had been received to date. The Assistant Clerk would now contact the original suppliers to get their views on what was required to deal with the problem.  The Committee noted the action taken.

Pipework Mixing Valves

The Committee noted that work had been completed and the invoice received.

Water quality monitoring 

The Committee noted the statutory requirement for testing water quality. There was a need to prevent the growth of legionara in the pipework by lagging all internal pipework.  The following two quotations were presented:

Pralets – to supply and fit 20mm silver foiled faced insulation to hot and cold service pipework in building (approx 110m)

Materials - £750.

Labour - £500

TOTAL - £1250 +VAT

Colin Rae – supply and fit 38m of 20mmx15mm lagging and 9m of 22mmx20mm foil lagging

Labour and materials - £680+VAT

It was noted that the quote from Colin Rae was for a lesser amount of insulation than that from Pralets, but otherwise the price could be seen as comparable. PMC agreed it was necessary to ensure all necessary pipework was insulated, to minimise the risk of legionara.

RESOLVED 

(i)  that the quotation from Pralet Heating be accepted.

Fire Alarm Testing

Further to the meeting on 5 November, a quote had been obtained for work recommended following recent testing - replacement of the relay cable between the boiler and kitchen (which was presently not fire resistant) and the installation of a beacon in the accessible toilet. 

The Committee asked for clarification regarding the necessity for replacement cabling.  The Assistant Clerk would contact M&G to ask if power was required to close the kitchen shutter or whether the shutter closed automatically when the fire alarm was triggered, and would report back to the next meeting.  The quote for the beacon was as follows:

M&G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd

To install a beacon in the accessible toilet

£168.00+VAT

RESOLVED
(ii) that the quotation for installation of a beacon by M&G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd be accepted.

The Assistant Clerk mentioned the following items, which the Committee noted:

There had been some problems with the heating in the past two weeks and radiators not working in the meeting room had led to complaints from hirers. Work was done to repair the radiators as a matter of urgency at a cost of £95.45 (£83.00+VAT).

Seasonal decorations had been purchased for the main hall at a cost of £18.64. 

There had been some problems with the external lighting - the floodlight PIR at the front of the building overlooking the car park and the timing mechanism. D R Bewers had been contacted and would attend to deal with this.

There were some problems with the CCTV system. One of the cameras had water ingress, causing condensation and therefore visibility problems. The TV showed green as purple so required some attention.  Hewes Security had been contacted.

Some of the large trees in Colchester Road outside the Plantation Hall premises had become overgrown and potentially dangerous. Jackie Gilbert at the District Council had been contacted - she would confirm responsibility for the trees and advise on the best way forward.


(b)
King George V Playing Field

Replacement picnic bench 

The Committee noted that the picnic bench had been replaced. Information on those responsible has been requested from the police, but was awaited.


Spring bulbs for roadside verge

It was noted that the bulbs had been delivered and would be planted the next day by Councillors and members of the Heybridge Neighbourhood Group.


(c)
Daisy Meadow Car Park

Repairs to Approach Road 

The Committee noted that, following a complaint from a resident, one of the concrete blocks forming the approach road had lifted in one corner, causing a trip hazard, and urgent repairs were requested from E King and Son. Those repairs have been completed and an invoice received for £140+VAT.

173.
THE ROOTHINGS AMENITY AREA

Councillor Miss G A Tully gave a verbal report to the Committee. She and Councillor Harrison had met with four of the residents the day before the meeting.  She had taken some photographs of the area.  Both Councillors agreed that fencing was required along the boundary with The Roothings to stop members of the public using it as a cut through.  

It was understood that the wall alongside The Roothings properties was the dividing wall between the properties and the original field prior to development.  It was reported that during building work for the Colne Housing development the field was used to deposit soil, and the level of the land was raised against the boundary wall. 

The fence adjacent to the top of the wall was a chain link fence which was missing or was in poor condition in places. The wall in parts had bowed under the weight of soil.  It was clear that although the amenity land was owned by the Parish Council there was nothing in the documentation relating to the legal transfer of the land to suggest any obligation on its part in relation to fencing or other boundary features.  It was however agreed that the Parish Council should be mindful of any potential obligations associated with the land and the steps it could take to protect and enhance the boundary.
RESOLVED that the District Council Parks Team be asked to arrange for chestnut paling fencing to be erected for the whole length of the wall with The Roothings and that suitable bushes be planted to deter trespassers.

The Committee agreed that the matter should be reviewed in six months time and also that, at some point, the ownership/responsibility for the wall at the end of properties in The Roothings would require consideration.

174.
WORKS PROGRAMME 2010/11

A draft list had been prepared and previously circulated.  This was discussed and agreed as providing a good starting point for budget discussions.

Councillor Mrs A M Beale left the meeting at 2050.

RECOMMENDED that the Parish Council agrees that a working group for production of the Heybridge Herald next year be formed, to consist of Councillors Edwards, Gifford and Mrs V Miller.

175.
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARDS

In the absence of Councillor Dykes, this item was put back to the next meeting.

176.
PLAQUE FOR MISS CLAYDON’S DONATED PICTURE

The Committee considered the wording for the plaque for the picture donated by Miss Beryl Claydon on the completion and opening of The Claydon Room. Councillor J W Harrison agreed to speak to Miss Claydon on the final wording.

177.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-

FUL/MAL/09/00960

Heybridge West
Erection of 30 new dwellings with internal access road, car parking and boundary treatment.
Land West Of Everest Way Heybridge Essex - 
Colne Housing Society & Mr P Dalby
Support

FUL/MAL/09/00975

Heybridge West
Conversion of conservatory and single storey extension alongside to rear of existing house
1 Long Common Heybridge Essex - Mr R Fullalove
No comment

The Committee noted that the work the subject of the second application was already well under way.

178.
OPEN DAY – PLANTATION HALL - 9 JANUARY 2010

The Assistant Clerk reported on proposed operational arrangements for the above event. Regular hirers would be invited at attend the open day and advertise their groups, with some providing demonstrations, exhibitions etc. The caretakers would be responsible for showing people around the Hall and Councillors would hold open sessions.  Refreshments would be free. The police would make their own arrangements, including exhibitions, stands etc.

179.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The Schedule of Payments was received including the following invoices (including VAT):-

	PAYEE
	TOTAL
	 DETAIL
	CODE

	Heybridge Darby & Joan Club
	£500.00
	Donation
	1371

	Elms Farm Park Conservation Group
	£350.00
	Donation
	1382

	E King
	£161.00
	Repair to road, Daisy Meadow Car Park
	3401

	Playground Services Ltd
	£39.22
	Supply seat for swing
	3501

	Pralet Heating Ltd
	£95.45
	Repairs to heating
	2401

	Mr B Hall
	£18.64
	Purchase Christmas decorations
	2501

	Valuation Office
	£667.00
	Former Basin Chapel Valuation Report
	3701

	Konica Minolta Business Sols (UK)Ltd
	£67.76
	Clerks P/copier rental
	4601

	Konica Minolta Business Sols (UK)Ltd
	£6.01
	Clerks P/copier copy charge
	4601

	B G Appleton (Contracts)
	£854.45
	Sweeping DMCP and Plantation Hall
	3001

	Keith Locke
	£156.00
	Gardening - November 2009
	3001


RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.

180.
PLANTATION HALL DIARY

There were no matters arising.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

CHAIRMAN
- 78 -


