HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
of the Parish Council held on THURSDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2008
at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors, Mrs A M Beale, W A Bownes, J W Harrison, Miss G A Tully and 

Miss L-E Wiebe

Before the start of formal business, the Committee received a presentation by Kyle Warrington of Lappset on revised options for play equipment for under 5’s at Elizabeth Way Amenity Area.  

136.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M R Edwards, 

Mrs V G Miller and Kay Ryder.
137.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The Committee received the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9 October 2008.

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 9 October 2008 be approved and confirmed.

138.
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND INDICATIONS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no declarations of interest or members of the public present. 

139.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING AND PROGRESS REPORT

Although there were no matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting, the Committee considered updates on the following items raised:


a)
Daisy Meadow Car Park

Surface water flooding problems
The Administrator reported that the remedial works were scheduled for 11 November.


Repair of Potholes
The Administrator reported that the potholes’ repair had been completed. 


b)
Plantation Hall

Additional CCTV provision

The Administrator reported that she and the Chairman had met with a representative of Hewes Security to explore possible CCTV coverage of roof access areas.  A quotation had been received in the sum of £1649.50 for the supply and installation of four additional cameras and an IP box in the office to house all CCTV cabling.

The Administrator further reported that late last month three walls of the hall building (overlooking the play area) had been subject to graffiti and were in areas not covered by existing cameras.  Photographs and a statement had been handed to the police.

The Committee considered that in view of the above incidents, Hewes Security should be requested to advise and submit a quotation for additional cameras at ground level as these could cover areas at risk of graffiti and also roof access.

Fire detection system

The Administrator reported that the recent regular smoke detection check had raised several issues requiring attention.
A quotation had therefore been sought and received from M & G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd  for supply and installation of the following items:-

· £420.00 + VAT for supply and installation of a new control panel (which included new batteries and a new fuse spur)

· £45.00 + VAT each for sounders with flashing strobe lights to replace existing five sounders 

· £44.00  + VAT for two replacement batteries and disposal of the old batteries

· £35.00 + VAT for the replacement of the defective fused spur

RESOLVED that the quotation of M & G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd be accepted for the supply and installation of :-

· five sounders with flashing strobe lights at £45.00 + VAT each

· two replacement batteries and disposal of the old batteries total £44.00 + VAT

· one replacement fused spur at £35.00 + VAT

(c)
The Roothings Amenity Area

The Administrator reported that the removal of Russian Vine vegetation adjacent to Boulton Cottages and an outfall had been completed satisfactorily. 

(d) Elizabeth Way Amenity Area 

The Administrator reported that the new rubbish bin had been installed, and a new dog waste bin was on order.  The transfer of access from Bovis to the Parish Council was progressing, a sign having been erected by Bovis stating that it was for maintenance and emergency purposes only, however the gate fastening repair had still to be carried out.

(e)
Green Lane
The Administrator reported that the trimming of the sumac tree had been completed satisfactorily. 

140.
PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2008/9

The Committee considered the following matters arising from the updated Programme of Works circulated with the agenda.

(a)
Youth Shelter

The Chairman reported that there had been a recent meeting with local youth when they were requested to submit any opinions on local youth provision.  Nothing had been received to date.

(b)
Elizabeth Way Amenity Area

The Chairman handed plans to Councillors J W Harrison and W A Bownes (lead Councillors) for them to mark the line of the raised path across the amenity area from Abbotsmead to the Elizabeth Way access so that quotations could then be sought from contractors.

(c)
Proposed Decorative Village Sign
The Administrator reported that arising from the item in the Heybridge Herald a local company had sent her details of the services it could offer together with pictures of work it had carried out and approximate costs.

(d) Pre-teen Play Equipment

The Committee agreed that as there was no budget this year for any purchase that this item be deferred and added to the 2009/10 Schedule of Works.


141.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the Parish Council’s comment as set out under the following planning application:

FUL/MAL/08/01180

Heybridge East (Basin)
Rear two storey extension & demolition of existing single storey rear addition

63 Basin Road – Ms D Cannom

SUPPORT

142.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The Schedule of Payments was received from which the following invoices (including VAT) were presented for payment:-

Maldon District Council (DMCP land survey/plans – 3701) - £187.34

EALC (Course 18 Nov 2 delegates – 4601) - £104.00

Maldon Printing Co (Herald Printing – 1202) - £514.00

Keith Locke (Gardening services Oct 08 – 3001) - £185.25

A to Z Supplies Ltd (Phall cleaning materials – 2501) - £74.73

Essex & Suffolk Water (Phall water charges – 2201) - £111.60

B Hall (Reimburse for Phall cleaning & electrical equipment – 2201) - £50.36

David J Moore (DMCP pothole repairs – 3401) - £1116.25

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.

143.
PLANTATION HALL DIARY

Proposed hire 6 December 2008

The Administrator reported that the Maldon Sea Cadets had requested hire of the hall for a presentation evening with a disco and required a prompt response.  The Administrator following consultation with the Chairman had agreed the hire subject to the usual interview with the hirer’s representative prior to the event to go over the conditions and rules of use of the premises.  The Committee confirmed the action taken.

Freshwater WI

The Administrator reported the receipt of a letter from the WI stating that they would not require hire of the premises beyond 31 December 2008.  


Hirer Keys

The Administrator reported that recently there had been disruption to hirers caused by youngsters entering the premises often on the pretext of needing to use the toilet facilities.  There had also been a recent attempt to flood all the toilets.

The Administrator stated that the toilets were not public toilets but available for use by hirers and their guests.  In order to protect hirers, their guests, staff and the premises, keys to lock the main entrance door and disable the outside handle would he given to all hirers on the premises at certain times when risk of intrusion was greater such as school holidays, weekends and after school on weekdays.  This would not compromise emergency evacuation arrangements.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.

CHAIRMAN
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