HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
of the Parish Council held on THURSDAY 7 MAY 2009
at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors, J W Harrison, M R Edwards, R McKay, Mrs V G Miller, and 
Miss L-E Wiebe


(Councillor Kay Ryder arrived later as shown)
271.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs A M Beale and 
Miss G A Tully

272
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The Committee received the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 2 April 2009.

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 2 April 2009 be approved and confirmed.

273.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the last meeting.

274.
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND INDICATIONS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no declarations of interest.

There were several members of the public present who chose Mr Ian White of 52 Colchester Road to express their views on planning application FUL/MAL/09/00319 – land rear of 36-38 Colchester Road.  It was agreed that their views be received at this point in the meeting.

It was noted that whilst the residents had no objection to the erection of the properties they had concerns regarding the preservation of the substantial oak tree on the site and the need to safeguard both during the construction period and in the longer term the right of access to their garages which were located beyond the actual development site. 
275.
PROGRESS REPORT

The Committee was updated on the following points:-

Plantation Hall and the Play Area

The Administrator reported that there had recently been vandalism to the guttering by the hall rear door and the safety surfacing in the play area.  Both matters had been reported to the Police however there were no adequate CCTV images to assist the Police.

At this point (8pm) Councillor Kay Ryder joined the meeting.

The Caretaker had mended the guttering and a verbal quotation in the sum of approx. £150.00 had been received for the safety surface repair.  Following consultation with the Chairman this quotation had been accepted and the repair work had been completed as a matter of urgent public safety.  The Committee confirmed the action taken.

King George V Playing Field – bollards

The Administrator reminded the Committee that approximately two years ago there had been unauthorised vehicular access to the field following which some drop down bollards were installed to prevent any recurrence.  Some of the bollards had been vandalised and removed almost immediately since when the situation concerning unauthorised field access had been monitored.  There had been no further incidents of unauthorised access that were known of and the bollards were kept in store.

The Committee agreed that the situation continues to be monitored and only brought back for further consideration when there was an incident to report.

CCTV provision

The Chairman stated that a flat screen monitor had been obtained and installed.  At the annual system service the camera on the external corner of the changing room area was found to have a defective cable which was causing very poor picture quality.  A quotation in the sum of £650.00 + VAT had been received from Hewes Security (the current CCTV maintenance contractor), for the replacement of the cable in surface trunking.  There was however, the possibility that the works could actually take less time in which case the quotation would be reduced by £180.00 + VAT.

The Committee considered these works expensive and it was agreed that the Chairman and Administrator further explore the costs and work specification.

Internet Access

The Chairman reported that the system had repeatedly failed but investigation had now shown that the fault was a problem in the network.  The ISP had been informed and a new router installed which appeared to have solved the problem. 

Hanging Baskets at Plantation Hall

Councillors Miss L E Wiebe and Mrs V Miller stated that they expected to obtain the baskets and have them installed by the Caretaker the next day.   

Use of Office Photocopier as scanner and printer

The Chairman stated that this was being explored, however the internet system needed to first be stabilised. 

276.
PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2009/10 

The Committee considered which items should be included and agreed the following:-

Elizabeth Way Amenity Area – Play area
completion  30 June 09

    – Raised path

“        31 July 09

Rowan Drive Amenity Area – future use
The Administrator stated that investigations into use constraints incorporated in the land transfer documents from the District Council were in progress.  Councillors suggested use as a community garden (possibly involving the Primary School) or putting in small football goals, as the site seemed unsuitable for allotments.  It was agreed that Councillor R. McKay contacts the school with a view to offering the site for school use.

Glebe Road –possible garden plot /allotment site

The Administrator stated that a response was still awaited to the Clerk’s letter of 24 March, to Moat requesting an accurate site plan and details of any rights of access or utilities on site.  Councillor Mrs V GMiller reported that she had recently met with a representative of Moat who stated that a response to the Clerk’s letter was imminent and that Moat were not currently offering to anyone the two garden plots it owned at another location. 

The Committee agreed that from last month’s discussion it appeared this site was not viable for allotments, however the formal response of Moat should be awaited and Moat should be urged to release its two plots for use by the public.

Land for Use as Allotments/ Garden Plots

The Committee agreed to continue to seek suitable land for such use, in which connection the Chairman stated he would look again at all land in the Parish Council’s ownership.  Councillor R McKay stated there was land off Fir Tree Walk, fronting Goldhanger Road in private ownership however it was pointed out that security fencing would be required on any site (as suggested by the Horticultural Society representative) and that this may be unacceptable in visual terms given the close proximity of the fronts of properties to this particular site.

Decorative Village Signs

With regard to the Heybridge sign, it was agreed to continue with the investigation of design and costings with a view to being in a position to secure budget provision for early installation in the next financial year as there was no specific budget for this year.

The Chairman reported that local residents of Heybridge Basin had agreed their preferred design and that he, as Ward Councillor, had offered to seek costings for a coloured cast metal sign.  Costings were to be obtained by 31 August 2009.

277.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the Parish Council’s comment as set out under the following planning applications: 

FUL/MAL/09/00319          HEYBRIDGE EAST

Demolition of existing Mini repair centre and erection of 3 no semi detached dwellings and associated car parking

Rear of 36 to 38 Colchester Road Heybridge

Mr Jimmy Purdy

SUPPORT subject to preservation of the oak tree and ensuring that access is maintained to adjacent garage properties.

FUL/MAL/08/1361

HEYBRIDGE EAST

Eight dwellings (amended plans)

Heybridge Hall Hall Road Heybridge

Grove Homes (Essex) Limited

OBJECT on the grounds of intensification of the overall scale of the development in the general locality and the strain on local facilities/infrastructure.

FUL/MAL/09/00348

HEYBRIDGE EAST

Erection of first floor addition over existing single storey element

12 Lapwing Drive

Mr and Mrs Deighton

SUPPORT

FUL/MAL/09/00078
 (amended)
HEYBRIDGE WEST

Erection of new fence and gate

Glendale 17 Broad Street Green Road

Mr P Barmby

NO COMMENT

278.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The Schedule of Payments was received from which the following invoices (including VAT) were presented for payment:-

Keith Locke (Gardening services April 09 – 3001) - £235.93         
Rural Community Council of Essex (Subscription – 3301) - £35.00

M&G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd (Phall Fire Exting. Ann. Service – 2401) – 235.98

M&G Fire Protection (Essex) Ltd (Phall Fire Alarm System Service – 2401) – 












£69.00

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.

279.
PLANTATION HALL DIARY

The Administrator reported that damage occurred in the ladies toilet at a hiring on 11 April.  The damaged parts had been replaced, the hirer’s £20 damage deposit had been retained to cover the parts and labour, and the hirer had been informed accordingly.  The Committee confirmed the action taken. 

280.
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 2009/10

The Administrator stated that the contract agreed (Minute 245 - Parish Council meeting 19 March 2009) in the sum of £10,431.57 was subsequently found to contain errors on some work frequencies.    A revised contract had subsequently been received.

RECOMMENDED that the revised contract for Grounds Maintenance 2009/10 by Maldon District Council in the revised sum of £10,047.52 + VAT be accepted 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.24pm.
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