HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
of the Parish Council held on THURSDAY 31 JULY 2008
at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

CHAIRMAN  :  COUNCILLOR PROF L E SCHNURR

Councillors, M R Edwards, J W Harrison, Mrs V G Miller, Kay Ryder, 

Miss G A Tully and Miss L-E Wiebe

68.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs A M Beale and 

W A Bownes.
69.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
The Committee received the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 3 July 2008

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 3 July 2008 be approved and confirmed.

70.
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND INDICATIONS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no declarations of Members’ Interests.  Members of the public were present including Mr R Brookes of 15 Crescent Road and Mr Fuller of 25 Elizabeth Way who asked to speak in relation to agenda item 6 – Planning Application FUL/MAL/08/00870.

71.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

(a)
Elizabeth Way Amenity Area

The Administrator reported that the boundary fence repair had been completed satisfactorily. 

(b) Plantation Hall

The Administrator reported the receipt of a letter from OCS Group UK Ltd (t/a Cannon) which stated that as oil prices had vastly increased recently it had no alternative but to impose a fuel surcharge to users of its services, which would reduce if oil prices fell in the future.  The charge for 1 August 2008 to 31 July 2009 amounted to £10.05.  The Administrator stated that the hygiene services were essential and could not be reduced on health and hygiene grounds.  The Committee noted the letter and Administrator’s comments.

72.
PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2008/9

The Committee considered the following matters arising from the updated Programme of Works.

(a)
Elizabeth Way Amenity Area

The Chairman reported that a message had been received from the representative of Lappset stating that his car had broken down and regretfully he would be unable to attend this meeting to discuss the Lappsett design idea for possible under 5’s play equipment on this site.  The Committee agreed that the representative of Lappset be invited to attend the next meeting.

The Administrator reported that Mr Garrett of the District Council had indicated verbally that the proposed raised path from the Abbotsmead footpath entrance towards higher ground would probably cost approx £5k and more details of this would be supplied in the near future.

Further consideration of the possibility of a scheme combining provision of a raised path and play equipment was therefore deferred until the next meeting.

(b)
Rowan Drive Amenity Area
Members agreed to give thought to possible future uses of this area which would be discussed further at the next meeting.

(c)
Garden/Allotment Plots
Councillor Mrs V G Miller reported that she had met with Ms Syder of the local Moat office and inspected the two possible sites near Wood Road and some land to the rear of properties in Glebe Road.  Ms Syder was very supportive of the idea of using these areas for garden/allotment plots and indicated that she would be reporting on this to her head office.  Hopefully this matter would be progressed.

(d)
Proposed Decorative Village Sign
The Chairman reported that some residents of The Basin had indicated that they would like a completely separate sign from any other proposed for the Parish.  The Committee agreed that this be added to the Schedule of Works for further investigation.

Councillor Mrs A M Beale, the lead Councillor on this, was absent and no ideas had been brought forward by Councillors for a design.  Councillors agreed to report back at the next meeting on any signs of particular note that they had seen whilst around the District so that enquiries could then be made as to the name of a suitable supplier.

(e) Pre-Teen Play Equipment

It was agreed that some price lists and brochures be obtained for the next meeting in order to begin to assess what budget may be required and the type and location of equipment.

73.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Mr Brookes of 15 Crescent Road spoke regarding application FUL/MAL/08/00870 and stated that he objected to the development primarily because it was particularly close to the site boundaries and would overlook his property and others.  To approve this would set a precedent for similar development, it was in a flood risk area and would worsen the existing parking difficulties on Crescent Road and Elizabeth Way by the removal of a garage to the rear of existing property at 17 Crescent Road and provision of this new property.  Mr Fuller of 25 Elizabeth Way spoke similarly on the potential impact of the development on residents of Elizabeth Way.  Other members of the public present concurred with all the views expressed.

With regard to application TPO/MAL/08/00791, it was noted that only 10 days had been given to submit comments and that this period had elapsed before the Parish Council’s Tree Officer had been able to make contact with the District Council’s Tree Officer to discuss the matter.   It was agreed that the District Council be requested to grant an extension of time in which to make comment in order that the respective Tree Officers could discuss this matter.  The outcome would be emailed to Committee members who would then provide feedback to the Chairman.   The District Council would then be formally notified of the comment. 
RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the Parish Council’s comments as set out below the following planning applications:-

FUL/MAL/08/00404

            Heybridge West

Erection of two dwellings

Elmdene 20 Holloway Road

Mr R Muca








NO OBJECTION

FUL/MAL/08/00870                       Heybridge West

Construction of 2 storey cottage (revised design to reflect the planning appeal Inspector's comments on application FUL/MAL/06/01250 - rear of no.17 only)

Land rear of 17 Crescent Road

Mr M Holoway

OBJECT as the development would have a high visual impact as it is out of character with the street scene and would overshadow and overlook adjacent properties particularly as the proposed property would be very close to site boundaries.   Also it is in a flood risk area (no flood risk assessment was submitted with the papers for comment) and would increase surface water run-off.  In addition the development would exacerbate existing traffic problems with street parking in Crescent Road (by the removal of a garage for no. 17) and in Elizabeth Way (it is noted that the application states that two parking spaces on site but the plan illustrates one) together with the additional traffic movements onto Elizabeth Way/Crescent Road/Holloway Road junctions.  To approve this development would set a precedent for similar proposals elsewhere in locality to the detriment of the character of the area.
74.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
The Schedule of Payments was received from which the following invoices (including VAT) were presented for payment:-

D Beard Landscapes (Eliz Way fence repair – 3401) - £80.00

OCS Group UK Ltd (t/a Cannon) (P.Hall services - fuel surcharge-2201) - £10.05 

Keith Locke (Gardening Services July – 3301) - £180.98

RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments including the above accounts be approved.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.06pm.

CHAIRMAN
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