HEYBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

of the Parish Council held on THURSDAY 1 APRIL 2010

at Plantation Hall, Colchester Road, Heybridge

PRESENT

Councillors Mrs A M Beale (Presiding) C R Dykes, M R Edwards, C E P Gifford, 

J W Harrison, R McKay, Mrs V G Miller, Kay Ryder and Miss L-E Wiebe

265.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

In the absence of the Chairman of the Committee, it was agreed that the Chairman of the Parish Council should chair this meeting.  Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Prof L E Schnurr and Miss G A Tully.

266.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 March 2010 were received.

RESOLVED that, the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4 March 2010 be approved and confirmed.

267.
DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Councillor Miss L-E Wiebe declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No. 6 - Planning Application FUL/MAL/10/00205.

There was no public attendance.

268.
UPDATE ON PROPERTY MANAGEMENT MATTERS


The Committee was updated on the following points:-


(a)
Plantation Hall
Rewiring fire alarm to kitchen shutters

The Assistant Clerk reported that the work was still to be done, and an agreed date was being sought.

Loss of gas supply 25 March

The Assistant Clerk reported that the supply of gas had failed on 25 March. Transco were called and visited to confirm there was a gas supply to the building. Pralets were then called in to check the system, which had switched off.  The invoice for the work was included in the payments schedule before the Committee.

Roof repairs

The Assistant Clerk reported that builders came on site on Monday 29 March, but were unable to do any work, other than to erect scaffolding, because of weather conditions.  Work had started on 1 April.

Plaster damage in men’s toilet

The Assistant Clerk reported there was a large crack in the wall.  Quotes for the repair work were being obtained.

Request for funds for hanging baskets

Councillor Mrs V G Miler proposed that the hanging baskets outside the Hall be replanted for the summer.

RESOLVED that funding for replanting the hanging baskets be agreed, to a limit of £30.00.

Annual Service of Fire Extinguishers

The Assistant Clerk confirmed that the annual service had been completed and the relevant certificate issued.

(b)
King George V Playing Field
Additional dog toilet

The Assistant Clerk confirmed that this work had not been completed, due to the weather.  However, the District Council was in contact and the work would be done as soon as possible.

Moving dog toilet

The Assistant Clerk confirmed that this work had not been completed, due to the weather.  However, the District Council was in contact and the work would be done as soon as possible.

(c)
Amenity lighting
The Assistant Clerk reported on problems with amenity lights in Harfred Avenue and Chapel Lane, Heybridge Basin. The contractor was dealing with these. However, many of the fittings are coming to the end of their useful life and replacement lights would be required. A quote for a rolling programme of replacements had been requested.

(d)
Elizabeth Way Amenity Area
The Assistant Clerk reported that the agreed work adjacent to the new pathway was still to be completed.

(e)
Daisy Meadow Car Park
Repairs/Maintenance

The Assistant Clerk reported that two quotes had been sought, but the contractors had differing views on the work in respect of the approach road.  There was some discussion around a complete renewal of the surface, as opposed to a partial repair. 

RESOLVED 

(i)   that a surveyor be asked to provide a report on the site and recommend which option would provide best value for money.

Parking Bays 

Consideration was given to the suggestion that parking bays be marked out over the entire car park.

RESOLVED 

(ii)  that a decision on this be deferred pending determination and completion of any repair work to the car park.

Removal of public toilet (APC)

The Committee was also asked to consider what work was required once the public toilet was removed, as proposed by the District Council.

RESOLVED 

(iii) that a decision on this be deferred pending determination and completion of any repair work to the car park access road.

Review of courtesy spaces

The Committee had agreed to review the provision of spaces for local residents without on-road parking after six months.

RESOLVED 

(iv)  that a further six months should elapse before a final review and decision, and that the local resident who made representations on this matter be updated accordingly.

269.
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARDS

Since the Chairman of the Committee was absent, it was agreed that this matter be deferred to the next meeting.

270.
PROGRAMME OF WORKS 2010/11

The Committee reviewed the programme, noting reported progress, details of which were added to the schedule.  Councillor J W Harrison suggested that the provision of a dog waste bin between Stock Chase and The Roothings should be added to the programme.  It was agreed that Environment Services at Maldon District Council be contacted on this with a request that a dog waste bin be provided at that location.

There was also reported to be a dog fouling problem on the towpath between Black Bridge and Wave Bridge.  It was agreed that the owners of the towpath and Maldon District Council be alerted to the problem.

The play area at The Roothings was an area where dog fouling was also causing problems. It was agreed that the owner of that part of the amenity land, Colne Housing, be alerted to this problem.

Councillor Miss L E Wiebe asked that Heybridge Village sign be added to the schedule. 

RECOMMENDED that the Parish Council considers the possible resumption of this project.

There was some discussion about providing playing apparatus for older children within the area.  It was agreed that this could be considered further in the light of the consultation on the Heybrige Youth Project.

Councillor Miss L E Wiebe suggested that an information board should be located within the Heybridge area, possibly in The Square.  She agreed to take the idea forward and report back to the Committee.

Councillor Mrs V G Miller raised the possibility of providing outside gym equipment for older residents on the amenity area in Rowan Drive.  It was agreed the Clerk be requested to investigate and report back on whether such provision would be allowed.

271.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


RESOLVED that the District Council be informed of the comments as set out below the following applications:-

	HOUSE/MAL/10/00203
	Heybridge East 
	

	Proposed single storey side extension

25 Rowan Drive Heybridge Essex - Mr Mark Innes

Support



	FUL/MAL/10/00205
	Heybridge West
	

	Retention of erected metal gazebo in courtyard to rear of Pavilion

Pavilion Café Bar & Restaurant Bentalls Shopping Centre

Colchester Road Heybridge Essex - Mr Antonio Alani

Support




FUL/MAL/10/00208

      Heybridge East

Erection of 8 dwellings

Heybridge Hall Hall Road, Heybridge Essex

Grove Homes (Essex) Ltd

Object for the following reasons:

1. The proposal represents an over development of the site.

2. The density of buildings proposed is not acceptable.

3. The design of the proposed buildings are out of keeping with the surrounding area.
4. There is a significant flood risk to the area.
272.
FINANCIAL MATTERS

(a)
Accounts for Payment

The Schedule of Payments was received from which the following invoices (including VAT) were presented for payment:-

	M & G Fire Protection Ltd
	£34.78
	
	Plantation Hall service extinguisher
	2401
	2009/10

	Maldon Printing Company
	£127.85
	
	Printing compliment slips and supply badges
	4601
	2009/10

	Viking Direct
	£113.84
	
	Stationery Supplies 
	4601
	2009/10

	Hewes Security
	£449.94
	
	Yearly Service CCTV System
	2401
	2010/11

	Pralet Heating Ltd
	£88.13
	
	Restart gas boiler
	2401
	2009/10

	Mr S Jennings
	£283.41
	
	Reimbursement for advert in Maldon & Burnham Standard
	4601
	2009/10

	Mrs P Abbott
	£1,080.76
	
	Costs of Heybridge Basin Village Sign
	1390
	2009/10

	Maldon District Council
	£10.00
	
	Contribution to Parish Clerks Forum July 09
	4601
	2009/10

	Allianz Insurance plc
	£38.94
	
	Additional premium for Fidelity Guarantee cover
	3301
	2009/10


RESOLVED that the Schedule of Payments be approved.

273.
PLANTATION HALL DIARY

There were no matters arising


There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 
9.15pm.

CHAIRMAN
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